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Brian Caputo became the Chief Operating Officer of the City of Aurora, Illinois, in September of 

2025.  He returned to public service after completing distinguished careers in higher education, 

local government, and the military.  Dr. Caputo served as the President of the College of DuPage, 

Illinois’ largest community college, from 2019 to 2024, and previously was the institution’s Vice 

President for Administrative Affairs and Chief Financial Officer.  Before moving into higher 

education, he served 26 years in municipal finance including nearly 19 years as the Chief Financial 

Officer/City Treasurer for the City of Aurora and two years as the Director of Finance/Treasurer 

of the Village of Mount Prospect, Illinois.  Early in his professional career, he worked as an auditor 

for Price Waterhouse in Chicago. 

 

Dr. Caputo brought the local government perspective to the (national) Governmental Accounting 

Standards Board as a Board Member from 2015 to 2025.  He is a past President of the Illinois 

Government Finance Officers Association.  Additionally, Dr. Caputo is a Certified Public 

Accountant and a Certified Public Finance Officer. 

 

Having completed more than 22 years of service in the United States Army, Dr. Caputo retired at 

the rank of Lieutenant Colonel in 2004.  As an Army officer, he held numerous command and staff 

positions in human resources management, financial management, and law enforcement.  Dr. 

Caputo is a graduate of the Army’s Command and General Staff College. 

 

Dr. Caputo holds a Bachelor of Science degree from the United States Military Academy at West 

Point, a Master of Science in Accountancy degree from DePaul University, as well as a Master of 

Public Administration degree and Doctor of Philosophy degree from Northern Illinois University.  

His doctoral fields of study were public administration, public policy, and government finance. 

 

Outside of his professional life, Dr. Caputo’s passion is youth development.  He has devoted 40 

years to leadership in Scouting America (formerly the Boy Scouts of America).  Currently, he is 

the Council Commissioner (top uniformed volunteer) of the Three Fires Council (covering 

DeKalb, DuPage, Kane, Kendall, and parts of Will and Cook Counties, Illinois).  The National 

Eagle Scout Association has recognized Dr. Caputo as a Distinguished Eagle Scout for significant 

professional contributions at the national level. 

 

Dr. Caputo and his wife Karen live in Aurora, Illinois.  They have two sons (Brian Jr. and Gregory) 

and a daughter (Katherine). 

 

  


