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(Exhi bits tendered during

above-referenced hearing

are attached but not
specifically referenced

during the hearing.)
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CHAI RMAN PI LMER: Good evening. | would like
to call to order the Gty of Aurora Planning
Comm ssion Meeting for Wednesday, October 2nd.

Pl ease call the roll.

M5. JACKSON: Chairman Pil nmer.

CHAI RVAN PI LMER:  Her e.
JACKSON: M's. Anderson.
ANDERSON:  Here.

JACKSON: M. Caneron.
CAMERON:  Here.
JACKSON: M. Chanbers.
CHAMBERS: Here.
JACKSON: M. Divine.
DI VINE: Here.

539 3D DH DD

JACKSON: Ms. Duncan.

(No response.)

M5. JACKSON: M. Elsbree.
MR. ELSBREE: Here.

M5. JACKSON: M. Gonzal es.
MR, GONZALES: Here.

M5. JACKSON: Ms. Head.
M5. HEAD: Here.

M5. JACKSON:. M. Hull.

MR, HULL: Here.
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&

JACKSON: M's. Owusu- Saf o.
ONJSU- SAFO Her e.
JACKSON: M. Reynol ds.
REYNOLDS: Here.

o 35

J ACKSON: Mss Tidwel | ?

(No response.)

CHAl RMAN PI LMER: Before you are the m nutes

of our |ast neeting on Wdnesday, Septenber 18t h.

Are there any corrections or
addi tions?
(No response.)
CHAI RMAN PI LMER: Hearing none, | would ask
for a notion.
MR. CHAMBERS: Submit for approval.
MR. ELSBREE: Second.
CHAl RMAN PI LMER:  Mbotion by M. Chanbers,
seconded by M. El sbree.
Pl ease call roll.
JACKSON: M's. Anderson.
ANDERSON:  Yes.
JACKSON: M. Caneron.
CAMERON:  Yes.
JACKSON: M. Chanbers.

29 3D D 0

CHAMBERS: Yes.
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&

JACKSON: M. Divine.
DEVI NE:  Yes.

JACKSON: M. El sbree.
ELSBREE: Yes.

JACKSON: M. Gonzal ez.
GONZALES:  Yes.
JACKSON: Ms. Head.
HEAD: Yes.

JACKSON: M. Hull.
HULL: Pass.

JACKSON: M's. Owusu- Saf o.
ONUSU- SAFO Yes.
JACKSON: M. Reynol ds.
REYNOLDS: Yes.

205520 H DD DD D

CHAI RVAN PI LMER: Mbtion carries.

this --

wi ||

Before we begi n our agenda tonight,

| et everyone know in the audi ence that

in accordance with the State of Illinois

Open Meetings Act. That anyone in the audience

can cone forward and tal k about any itemthat is

not on the agenda.

| f anyone would like to cone forward

and speak about an itemthat is not on the

agenda, you will have three mnutes to do so now.
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Wul d anyone |ike to speak?

Pl ease note for the record that no
one has cone forward.

Qur first itemon the agenda is an
ordi nance approving a text anendnent to ordi nance
nunber 3100 being the Aurora zoning ordi nance to
nodi fy certain portions being section 3.3
definitions, section 4.3 special uses and
structures, and table 1 use categories, Cty of
Aurora. This is a public hearing. Before we
have staff present the case, we'll ask our court
reporter to swear in the staff.

(Wtnesses sworn.)
CHAl RMAN PI LMER:  Okay.
MR. SIEBEN. (Good evening, plan conmm ssion
and audience. | would like to make just sone
i ntroductions of the staff.

My nane is Ed Sieben. |I'mthe Gty
of Aurora zoning and planning director and al so
the city zoning admnistrator. Sitting next to
me i s Tracey Vacek, our senior planner. Sue
Jackson is our adm nistrative assistant al so
taking notes. And then fromour |aw departnent,

we have Deb Lang and Marissa Spencer, so for
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backgr ound.

Just want to -- for the record, the
public notice was published in the Aurora Beacon
News on Septenber 17th, 2019. As the chairnman
stated, the purpose of this neeting is a proposed
text anmendnent nodi fying certain portions of the
Aur ora zoni ng ordi nance, specifically regarding
cannabis uses in the Cty of Aurora in response
to recent State of Illinois |egislation.

Alittle background information. On
June 25th, 2019, the Cannabis Regul ati on and Tax
Act was signed into |law by the State of Illinois
effective January 1st, 2020. The act |egalizes
t he purchase, possession and private use of
cannabi s by adults over 21 years of age for
recreational use. The majority of the |aw
pertains to sales, processing, distribution,
taxes and eligible users of cannabis.

That all ows | ocal governnent to have
zoning authority to prohibit which would be opt
out or limt the location of cannabis busi ness by
enacting reasonabl e zoning regul ati ons as | ong as
they are not in conflict wwth the act.

These regul ati ons may i ncl ude
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designating the tinme, place, manner and nunber of
cannabi s operations including m ninum distances
bet ween certain | ocations.

The | ocal governnent, in this case
the Gty of Aurora, cannot |icense cannabis
facilities as licensing authority remains
excl usively under State jurisdiction.

Cenerally, the act also limts
di spensaries which is one type of a license from
| ocating within 1,500 feet of another dispensary.
And only dispensaries will be open to the public
and the State has limted the anpbunt of the
di spensaries within the eight-county Chicago
region. That would include Cook County, Lake,
McHenry, Kane, DuPage, WII|, Kendall and G undy
to 47 dispensary licenses at least initially
that woul d be issued in 2020. So obviously
Aurora is just a small portion of that
ei ght-county area.

Alittle bit of history. The Cty
of Aurora along with a nunber of other
communities in Illinois went through a simlar
t ext anmendnent process back in 2014. That's when

the State of Illinois first passed the Mdical
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Cannabis Act. The City of Aurora put into place

sone regulations in the zoni ng ordi nance for

medi cal cannabis per the State act, specifically

for dispensaries and cultivation facilities in

2014.

And a little history. The Gty of

Aurora in 2014 did approve three special use
permts for dispensaries within the Cty of
Aurora, one on Route 59 and there are actually
two on Lake Street. However, the State of
II'linois did not issue a nedical dispensary

license for any of those three dispensaries.

|f you may recall, there were only

two that were allowed at that tine in Kane

County, one in southern Kane County that went to

the Village of North Aurora. And then DuPage

County did have sone nedi cal dispensary |icenses

I ssued by the State. The closest one was in t

City of Naperville.

he

The Gty of Aurora also did approve

one special use for a nedical cultivation society

whi ch was on Di ehl Road. That was agai n approved

in 2014 and that facility was issued a |icense

the State of Illinois and has been operating,

by
|
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believe, for the last four years.

So using the already -- so the
intent is using the already established zoning
ordi nance regul ati ons for nedical cannabis and to
expand it to cover the new cannabis regul ati ons.
We've, in general, included the foll ow ng
nodi fications to the Aurora zoni ng ordi nance
regul ati ons.

In general, it's to establish use
categories and definitions for cannabis
di spensing facilities, cannabis cultivation
facilities, processing facilities, infuser
facilities and transporting facilities and craft
grower facilities.

So originally there were --
originally there were two |license types. Those
were the dispensaries and the cultivation
facilities. And we are adding definitions --
we're nodifying the definitions per the State act
and then we're adding the other four types of
license that the State is al so gonna be |icensing
whi ch woul d be cannabis processing facility,
cannabi s infuser facility, cannabis transporting

facility and cannabis craft grower facility.
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These zoni ng regul ati ons again
woul d -- the definitions replicate those in the
State act. We would establish these facilities
as speci al uses which neans any facility that
cones in has to get a special use permt in
certain zoning categories and that is a public
hearing for each side and they would have to neet
certain specific regulation standards for each.

We woul d anend the use category
tables to establish these facilities as speci al
uses in certain districts and then there is
specific text amendnents detailed in the attached
draft ordi nance.

So, again, there is six proposed
licenses. Two we already had in there for
medi cal and then the four additional.

| think a |lot of what everyone here
today is -- is the dispensary licenses are
probably the nost visible and it's really the
only facility that the public would be all owed
I n.

So we're proposing, you know,
nodi fying the definition to match the State act.

So cannabis dispensing facility, again, would be

Grove & Associates Reporting and Video Services
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a special use just like it was before and it
woul d be all owed as a special use if the
underlying zoning district was B2 and B3. Those
are -- those are sone retail commercial zoning,
DC which is downtown core zoning, ORI which is a
light industrial district and then ML and M2

whi ch are manufacturing districts.

And in addition, we have a | ot of
areas especially in certain areas of town that
are zoned PDD which is a planned devel opnent
district. And within each of those pl anned
devel opnents, there is specific underlying
zoning, so it would also be eligible in the
busi ness and industrial sections of the PDD
zoni ng ordi nance.

Real quickly, sone of the other
conditions that woul d have to be net, the
facilities which at all tinmes have to conply with
all State requirenents of the State act.

One of the things that we are adding
so that these would be only in high traffic and
maj or commerci al shopping areas is that these
woul d only be allowed for a special use if they

abut an arterial street as shown on the statistic

Grove & Associates Reporting and Video Services
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conprehensive plan. There is limted arterial
streets in the city. | think there are about 14
of them

The facility -- one of the other
restrictions we are proposing is that facilities
not be located within 500 feet neasured property
line to property line of a school. That would
I ncl ude a grade school, m ddle school,
al ternative school and high school. So that
Is -- that is something new. The State act does
not have any restrictions wth distance of
schools, so the Cty would propose 500 feet.

The other conditions are that no --
no cannabi s or paraphernalia can be displayed or
kept at the facility so as to be visible from
outside the prem ses including but not limted to
depi cti on on signhage.

Anot her key thing for dispensaries
Is that on-site use is prohibited. There would
be no cannabi s snoked, eaten or otherw se
consuned or ingested on the prem ses of these
di spensaries. It would strictly be retail per
t he act.

The State all ows di spensaries to be

Grove & Associates Reporting and Video Services
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open as nmuch as 6:00 A M to 10:00 P. M W
propose the sane as what we had for nedical

di spensary, that it would be from8:00 A M to
10:00 P. M So that is nore restrictive than the
State.

And then the Gty would be all owed
to add additional conditions as part of a special
use approval to provide for conpatibility with
adj acent | and uses and mtigate potential inpacts
from a di spensi ng operation.

Sonme of the other itens that we get

and -- as part of the special use for these --
and this is what happened with the nedical.
There was a lot of data that's required by the
State. They have to have a very detailed plan
for disposal of any cannabis or byproducts that
are not sol d.

They have to have a very, very
detail ed security plan for the facility including
access, control, surveillance systens, on-site
security personal and other security neasures
required by state or |ocal regulations. And
again, they also have to have a copy of operating

procedures adopted in conpliance with State
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st at ues.

| ndi vi dual s, | believe, working at
the facilities, they also have to be at | east
21 years of age.

So sone -- a lot of that was already
in there for the nedical dispensaries, but we did
add sone additional itens.

And just real quickly, the other
types of -- of licenses, again, cultivation, that
is simlar to what we had before. Again, special
use woul d be required which would be a public
hearing and they would only be all owed --
eligible for special use within the ORI, M, M
and the industrial areas of the PDD. So they
have to be purely industrial-type areas.

The ot her four nore types of
i cense, the processing facility would be pretty
much identical to the cultivation facility.

There woul d be special uses in the exact sane
type of underlying zoning district. The sane
woul d be said for the infuser facilities and the
transporting facilities.

The | ast type of license is the --

what they -- what the State calls a craft grower

Grove & Associates Reporting and Video Services
(630) 462-0060 www.groveandassoc.com



© 00 N oo o B~ w N Pk

N NN NN P B R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©W 00 N O OO M W N B O

CITY OF AURORA PLANNING COMMISSION
RE: Text Amendment to Zoning Ordinance - 10/02/2019 Page 16

facility. This is a very limted
cultivation-type facility. This would be
eligible for special use within those industri al
districts plus the B3 district.

B3 is a nore intense commerci al
district. W don't have a lot of themin the
city, but typically a B3 may allow nore for |ike
contractor shops and whol esale facilities. But
it would not be allowed for special use in a B2
whi ch is what our typical retail or shopping
centers are.

That is pretty nuch a summary of the
proposal. Just the last item| wanted to touch
on, you may have read the Gty council just
recently passed a cannabis sal es tax ordi nance.
The reason that has al ready been done is because
it was required by the State to be done by
Cctober 1st. And that would be in effect if the
City were to opt in and adopt these proposed text
amendnent s.

| think that's all | have unless
there is any questions of ne or staff.

CHAIl RMAN PI LMER: Questions for staff?

Heari ng none? Ckay.
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| would like to instruct all in the
audi ence that this is a public hearing. Anyone
who would like to speak will have the opportunity

to do so. However, if you wish to speak, you do

need to be sworn in. Once sworn in, we'll have
you cone forward. | wll call one rowat a tine
and ask people to conme forward. It is inportant

t hat when you start to speak, you need to
speak -- you need to state your nane and your
address and the city of your residence.

| f you have not signed in, it's also
i nportant that you sign in, so if the next person
in line could sign in here and keep the line
novi ng.

W are all good |isteners. And,
therefore, if you want to repeat sonething
sonebody had said earlier, I would just ask that
you woul d state that fact. W wll also take
notes up here. And the format here tonight is
once the testinony is all heard, we wll cone
back and try to answer the questions that have
been presented this evening.

So |l will open the public hearing.

| f anyone would |Iike to speak before the

Grove & Associates Reporting and Video Services
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comm ssion, if you would please stand and we w ||
swear you in all at once.
(The public was sworn.)

CHAI RVAN PI LMER: Wiy don't we start right in
the front here, ma"am |If you would cone up and
state your nane and address for the record.

M5. DECARLO M nane is Erika DeCarlo and ny
address is 3134 Tinber H Il Lane in Aurora. And

|"mjust here -- | think we should opt in and |
think that we should expand the cannabis
busi nesses in Aurora and provide job
opportunities here. That's pretty nuch all |
wanted to say.
CHAI RMAN PI LMER:  Thank you. Next person?
MR. VERNON: My nane is Roger Vernon, 2625
G nger Wods Drive. |'m executive chairman for

Peopl e's Marm on nei ghborhood. |'ve got a couple

points that | want to nake.

First of all, | think the 500-f oot
limt is too close to school s. It should be at
| east the distance -- the m ni num di st ance

bet ween distribution facilities which is
1500 f eet.

It was nentioned about the sal es
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tax. | understand that the Gty is proposing a

2 percent sales tax where the state allows up to
3 percent. Wth the financial woes that the Cty
Is under, | think it would be prudent that --
that they use the entire 3 percent sal es tax.

It was al so nentioned about the 2014
approval for the cultivation centers. At that
time, there was several residents that were
against the cultivation center. They were saying
It was too close to residential areas.

That was brought in front of -- a
court case was brought against not the Cty, but
saying that cultivation centers should not have
been awarded a |icense. The court agreed with
that. It is currently under appeal. That appeal
ruling has not been made and we're waiting on
that. But the -- the court did say that the
cultivation center was in violation of the state
| aws.

That's all | have. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PI LMER:  Thank you. Next in the
front row

MR, HODUPP: Hello. M nane is Eli Hodupp
and | live in the first ward at 941 Northfield
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Drive in Aurora. | bought ny house in Aurora
about six years ago, but I've primarily lived in
the Chicago suburbs all ny life.

First off, thanks to the Cty for
hosting this. This is really cool to have an
opportunity to hear ny position on such an
I nportant 1ssue.

| would like to fully support Aurora
in the sale of recreational marijuana inside the
city. Living inlllinois, we're no stranger to
raising taxes as it seens |like the governnent
al ways needs nore noney. For instance, Kane
County has until the 8th to conme up wth a
deci sion on howto close a $1.1 mllion budget
gap, and that solution likely wll be raising our
t axes once again.

Yet every tinme we do this,
conservatives conme out of the woodwork talking
about fiscal responsibility and how the state
needs new revenue sources. The sal e of
recreational marijuana i s one of those new
revenue sources and disregarding that fact is the
opposite of fiscal responsibility.

Wth other local cities turning
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their back on this tax revenue, Aurora is in a
uni que situation to benefit fromthese foolish
deci sions. Just because Naperville isn't
allowi ng recreational sales doesn't nean that the
ban doesn't exist in Naperville.

Those peopl e can cone and spend
their noney and pay the taxes in Aurora instead.
It's not like this behavior is unprecedented.
Wheat on has oddly strict Iiquor |aws, but what
happens when you're in Weaton and you want to
buy beer after hours? You drive 10 mnutes to a
city that will sell it to you and spend your
noney there instead and then get your tax
revenue.

The genie is out of the bottle.
Recreational marijuana wll be fully legal on the
1st of the year whether you like it or not.
Hol di ng onto weird, outdated puritanical beliefs
from wat chi ng Reefer Madness one too many tines
isn't going to stop anyone from usi ng marij uana.

Believe it or not, people are buying
and using marijuana in Aurora right now and the
city isn't benefiting fromit. So why turn our

backs on a new source of tax revenue? People get
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i ncredi bly excited when a new bar or brewery
opens in the area. Dispensaries opening really
aren't any different.

| travel a ton for work and have
spent | oads of tines in areas of the world where
mar i j uana has been |l egal for ages. Al of these
stories you'll hear from concerned conservatives
on how society will descend into anarchy if the
peopl e of Aurora can buy the devil's lettuce are
conpletely imginary and not at all based in
reality. The only threat |egalized marijuana
poses in the Gty of Aurora is longer |ines at
Taco Bell.

Again, | urge the Gty to disregard
m sgui ded and nake-bel i eve puritanical fear
nmongering and please vote to all ow recreational
mar i j uana di spensaries to open and operate inside
the Gty of Aurora. And while you're at it,
crank the sales tax up to 3 percent.

Thank you for your tine.

CHAl RMAN PI LMER:  Thank you. Anyone else in
the first row?
M5. MCDONALD: Hello. M nane is Emly

McDonald. |'mactually out of Oswego, 110
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Tomahawk, but ny business is actually here in
Aurora. |I'mactually here on behalf of Cultivate
Me which is a lifestyle brand out of Las Vegas

t hat educates the public on THC and CBD.

| am personally based out of the
Aurora office. Cultivate Me is curators by trade
but consuners by choice. Cultivate Me is a
community of enthusiastic and discerning early
adopters seeking to live the best CBD and THC of
l'ives.

| can say we are at the |eading edge
of technol ogy and advancenents, but that is to
say this is a cutting-edge process. However,
marijuana i s neither new nor unproven. |It's
nmedi ci nal uses have been legal in Illinois since
2013. And the first dispensaries opened to
cardhol ding public in Septenber of 2014.

As early as April 2019, over 62,000
qualified patients have participated in the
State's nedical cannabis and opioid alternative
prograns. |In a state that needs noney for just
about everything, we should be taking every
chance we can to reap the benefits of the

taxation of recreational marijuana.

Grove & Associates Reporting and Video Services
(630) 462-0060 www.groveandassoc.com



© 00 N oo o B~ w N Pk

N NN NN P B R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©W 00 N O OO M W N B O

CITY OF AURORA PLANNING COMMISSION
RE: Text Amendment to Zoning Ordinance - 10/02/2019

Page 24

There will be a very snmall anpunt of
new users. However, the anmount of |egal, taxable
users wll increase exponentially. Pharmacannis
North Aurora now Verilife is 3.3 mles away from
where |'m standing. Just far enough away that us
here in Aurora will not be reaping the benefit of
t hat tax revenue.

Havi ng a di spensary w thin our
borders wll not increase high driving as Aurora
I's surrounded by dispensaries in other towns. In
fact, by refusing to allow di spensaries within
our borders, we'll be encouraging the already
thriving black market.

It is this black nmarket that your
grandnother is afraid of. It is this black
market that throws a little sonmething extra on
top that provides the cartridges that have caused
the great vaping crisis of 2019. It was a weird
vitamn E thing that caused all of the panic. It
wasn't good dispensary quality stuff.

Safe, regul ated marijuana should be
encouraged within our borders, so | ask you to
ki ndly consider allow ng recreational

di spensaries within our borders, not just so we
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can increase the taxes that would, of course,
benefit schools, roads and the ot her needs of
this magnificent city, but because it would
benefit the community not just fiscally but
socially as the user safety and the decreasing
drug trafficking should be a priority.

Thank you.

CHAl RMAN PI LMER:  Thank you.

Anyone else in the first row?

| f not, why don't we go to the
second row. Sir?

MR. MACGREGOR: Thank you very nmuch, nenbers
of the city planning conm ssion. | was hoping
there woul d be --

CHAIl RMAN PILMER: If | can just have you
state your nane.

MR MACGREGOR: OCh, I'msorry. Bob
MacG egor, 394 Vaughn G rcle, Aurora.

| was hoping there would be nore
city council nmenbers here tonight. | served four
terns in the Mnneapolis Gty council and was one
of the | eaders with the planning comm ssion in
M nneapolis and | hel ped start the Metropolitan

Council in the Twin GCties which is the planning
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group.

And years ago a mayor of Chicago
appoi nted ne comm ssi oner of planning for the
City of Chicago, so |I've been involved in
pl anning for a long tine.

"' m here tonight -- we all know
marijuana has been legalized in Illinois. But
it's mslabeled and there is really nuch
I nformati on and you wll hear a lot of it
tonight, | suspect.

Today's marijuana is not the old
marijuana that you all are famliar with when you
grew up. It is six to 20 tines stronger. It's a
dangerous drug and citizens are cluel ess about
this -- this new drug and how dangerous it is.
And it is definitely a gateway drug to heroin and
ot her tough drugs.

Those of us who have | ost | oved ones
to heroin and have worked with nedi cal people and
| aw enf orcenent people are -- know that it's
absol utely a dangerous gateway drug.

And the Mexican drug |ords who have
corrupted Mexico are anong the strongest

supporters for |l egalization because they nake
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their noney on fentanyl and heroin and they know
that it's a gateway drug.

Drug abuse in the United States, as
we know, is very serious. Sone 70,000 people die
every year. And marijuana fits in there
somewhere and we ought to be very, very
concerned. W all need to do nore to confront
this -- this real problemall over the country.
And it's hitting the suburbs big tine, as you
know.

According to the National Institute
of Health, where marijuana is used anobng
teenagers, it increases 24 percent. Next, nental
i1l ness and psychiatric disorders have
substantially increased where marijuana was used.
This is one of the best books you can get on this
by Al exander Berenson, a forner New York Tines
reporter. And he has been quoted often on this
and he's nmet with the top nedical people all over
the world to docunent that what this does to
especially teenage brains, lowers |IQ sone
8 percent or nore.

And next we know that wherever it

has been | egalized, traffic accidents have
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I ncreased substantially. And the |aw enforcenent
officials here in Aurora and el sewhere do not
have the proper tools to test suspects.

Now, on taxes, | know all of us
i nvol ved in the governnent we need taxes. Wat
they're finding in comunities that have
| egalized it, there is so many other increased
costs wth traffic costs, crinme that goes up,
hospital visits and so on that it al nost becones
a wash. You don't get all that tax revenue that

peopl e keep tal ki ng about.

And so | will conclude by saying
this is atine for |eadership, atine to -- and,
by the way, | teach | eadership all over the
world. And I'man old guy still trying to stay

on the case. So | hope that you will stand up
and vote to opt out. And this is a dangerous,
danger ous drug.

Thank you very nuch for 1istening.
And | have a longer statenent that | sent to
menbers of the city council and I'll | eave ny
statenent with sonebody here.

So thank you and onward and upward

wi th confidence. Thank you for your service.
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CHAI RVAN PI LMER:  Thank you.

Ckay. We'll proceed again across
that second row. Anyone el se want to speak?

Pl ease cone forward.

M5. LOGVAN:. H . M nane is Margi e Logman.
| live at 495 North Lake Street.

s this on? Can you hear ne okay?

CHAI RVAN PILMER: | can hear you, but it's
not on.

M5. LOGVAN:  All right. That's okay. M
name is Marjorie Logman. | live at 495 North
Lake Street here in Aurora. It |looks Iike from
t he previous speakers | should qualify nyself.
|"ma very upbeat grandma, definitely not a
Puritan and a | oyal denocrat.

And what | want to say, things that
are happening in Aurora lately have given ne
great concern. MW famly -- ny father's side
were bi g Kane County republicans and ny nother's
side all work for the Daleys, so | had quite an
upbri ngi ng.

How crazy is it that we have these
town halls after the city council -- and I know

it was a deadline, but they passed the taxes. So
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really they've already made up their mnd. |If
they didn't pass the taxes, it would be, you
know, up for question. Because sone of these
town halls, | think, becone nore, you know, how
to appease the populous rather than really
listening to us and bei ng an avenue for change
and | think that has to change very nuch.
Knowing it will not change m nds
t hat have already been made up, | say no to
cannabis sales. Snoking is no good for |ungs no
matter who rolls it. But | know you will go
ahead and vote for cash over health.
Thank you.
CHAIl RMAN PI LMER: Ckay. Anybody else in the
second row?

Pl ease cone forward.

M5. BARNETTE: Hi. Good evening. |I'm
Danielle Barnette. | live at 3630 Fairfax Court
East in Aurora. | would like to say thanks to

the comm ssion for this opportunity to speak and
be a part of the public process. | wanted to
urge the commssion to opt in. And I would Iike
to ask a questi on.

Coul d soneone please fill nme in on
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what the process is going forward after this town
hall? | know there was a bit nentioned on the
Facebook post. But can soneone please |ike spell
it out for ne so | know the due process and
what's going to happen going forward? |[Is it
going to cone to a referendum etcetera?

CHAI RVAN PILMER  Ed will answer that now and
explain the process starting toni ght and goi ng
f or war d

MR. SIEBEN. So the planning comm ssion, this
body, wll make a recomendati on. That
recomrendation will go on to our building, zoning
and econom ¢ devel opnent commttee which --
which -- which is made up of five alderman. And
that will be next Wednesday at 4:00 P. M, fifth
floor of this building. That's on Cctober 9th.

Fromthere, it will go to the city

council commttee, the hall, on Tuesday,
Cctober 15th at 5:00 P. M  And then it wll go
on the city council agenda on Tuesday,
Oct ober 22nd at 6:00 P. M in this room

M5. BARNETTE: Thank you so nuch.

CHAI RMAN PI LMER: Thank you. Anybody else in

row t wo?
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Ckay. We'll start over here with
row t hree.

Pl ease cone forward.

MR. PEREZ: Hello. Thank you for allow ng ne
to speak today. M nane is Al exander Perez, 1544
Sof fi sberg.

So | amthe owner of the Gove
operational dispensary. |I'ma social equity
applicant that is vying for one of the |licenses
as are other individuals. | want to underline
that I'ma social equity applicant because Aurora
is one of the very few places outside of the city
of Chicago that actually has social equity zones.
|'"m here to represent those individuals in the
City of Aurora that represent those areas, those
zones thensel ves.

|f we opt out, we're giving another
blow to those comunities that have al ready been
affected and further exclude the individuals who
shoul d have a seat at the table. | commend the
State and the governor for their efforts to
address the disparity, but | hope that Aurora
will opt in and give those affected a chance to

gain and give back to those communities |ike the
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G ove would |ike to do.

The city has a chance of great
opportunity for many mnority individuals that
have been negatively inpacted by the m sgui ded
war on drugs. The map put out by the State
detailing di sadvantaged communities covers a
| arge portion of the city of Aurora.

It would be a m sstep to not open
the doors for so many individuals that -- to
contribute to this community and for individuals
that belong in those conmuniti es.

Thank you again for your tine.

CHAI RMAN PI LMER:  Thank you.

Next in row three, would anyone |ike
to cone forward?

Pl ease cone forward.

M5. WANG Hell o, everyone. M nane is Jing
Wang. My address 2974 Savannah Drive in Aurora.
So ny husband and | have lived in this city for
about 11 years and we raise our daughter here.
About three years ago, the daughter of our
nei ghbor, a nine-year-old little girl, was killed
In a car accident.

The m nivan she was in was hit by a
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car going about 85 mles an hour in a
35-m | e-per-hour zone in the wong |lane. The
hi gh al cohol |evel and marijuana was detected in
the body of this perpetrator driver. And |ater
the driver was sentenced 13 years in jail.

Qur nei ghborhood | ost a wonder ful
sweet and loving little girl. And now our
daughter, who is right here, |ost one of her best
friends, too.

In addition to the health-rel ated
probl ens, there is no doubt that using marijuana
|l eads to nore traffic accidents, especially fatal
accidents. Hi gh (inaudible) drug traffic areas
programreported that in Col orado things --
recreational marijuana was | egalized,
marijuana-related traffic deaths increased
151 percent.

The officers, if you opt in to allow
selling recreational marijuana, nore and nore
such tragedies |ike what happened to this
nine-year-old little girl will happen in Aurora.
How coul d you | ook at the eyes of the parents who
|l ost their kids and tell them sorry, tax is nore

I nportant than people's life and safety, so |
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deci de to choose tax and revenue over your
children's life or your beloved famly nenber's
life.

And furthernore, if we allow selling
recreational marijuana, we're sending a very
danger ous and m sl eadi ng nessage to our kids,
that using marijuana is not a nmaleficence. |It's
acceptable and is easily accessible.

Sone people may argue that if you
don't want your kids to use narijuana, you should
teach themat honme to make themthe right choice.
Unfortunately, |I'mnot that sure about that. |I'm
not confident. Let's ask ourself a question.
W're all parents.

How many hours per day could we
spend with our kids? | would say four to five
hours at nost if sleeping tinme is not included.
And kids spend way nore tinme at school and al so
hangi ng out with their friends.

We all know what peer pressure is

and how peopl e, especially young kids, could be

I nfl uenced by peer pressure. |If all ny daughter
friends use marijuana and she still refuse, she
wi Il be isolated or even bullied. |[|'mjust not
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that confident that she could make the right
choi ce under such pressure and the tenptation
around her.

So, please, opt out. Please keep
our city a safe, strong and heal thy environnment
to each famly to live. No matter how thirsty we
are, we should never drink poisonous water. W
don't need drug profit to devel op our honet own.

May God bl ess Anerica and God bl ess Aurora.

Thank you.
So may | suggest if the people in
t he audi ence support -- agree with ne, let them
stand up.
CHAI RMAN PILMER: | would just ask that we

keep order here, so if we can just go on to the
next speaker.

M5. WANG.  (kay.

CHAI RVAN PI LMER: Pl ease cone forward.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Good eveni ng,
Comm ssioner. M nane is Elon (phonetic). You
may also call nme R cky. That beautiful |ady gave
a very enotional speech is nmy wife, so probably I
don't have to state ny address again.

Many peopl e who support recreational
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marijuana believe the Gty nmay increase revenue
via collecting sale taxes. |Is that true or a
nyth? Here are sone | essons we can learn from
our nei ghbor Canada where marijuana has been

| egali zed for alnost a year.

During the first quarter after
| egal i zation, Canada's top marijuana growers | ost
near $300 million. |'mtalking about the
currency of Canadian dollar for the rest of ny
speech. It is also reported that British
Col unbi a marijuana store is still |osing noney
today. Yes, you hear nme correct. They're still
| osi ng noney.

And wll state marijuana store is to
lose 25 mllion Canadian dollar in the first full
year even though it has the nonopoly of sales for
the six nonths and had the pernmanent control of
all land transacti on.

Canadi an marijuana sal e was about
5.9 billion for the first quarter -- excuse ny --
for the first quarter of 2018. The bl ack market
account for 4.7 out of the 5.9, nearly
80 percent. Even the CEO of Canadi an | eadi ng

| egal marijuana conpany admtted that, quote,
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bl ack mar ket busi ness has never been better.

Al that to say fromvery reliable
resource. Just Googl e Canadi an | egal marijuana
| osing nmoney. You'll find nore news |ike this.

So peopl e are asking why. The
reasons are very sinple. The price in legalized
store just could not conpete with the black
market. The price in legal store is nore than
$10 per rip, while less than 6 in black market.

Legal store need to have physi cal
stores. And black market, they use street.

Legal stores have to hire salaried enpl oyees.
And for the black market, nost are self enpl oyed
and nost of them are consuned thensel ves.

Therefore, it is highly unrealistic
that marijuana wll bring significant tax revenue
to our city. But | know for sure it wll pay for
the cost of all the negative effects, increased
crinme rate, increased traffic accident rate,

I ncreased cost and decrease working efficiency.

| would like to end ny speech with
two nore stories ny parents told ne when | was a
kid. First, it's stupid to paint a cake to

satisfy your hunger. And second, you shoul d
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never quench your thirst with poi soned water.
Thank you.

CHAI RMAN PI LMER:  Thank you.

Anybody else in row three?

M5. HU. Good evening. M nane is Kui Hu.
|"'mfromPlainfield, but Aurora is actually -- |
consider it part of the, you know, conmmunity that
we live in because | lived in Naperville and I
used to bring ny kids to Aurora |ike, you know --

CHAl RMAN PILMER: I f we can nmaybe straighten
that mc, | think it may help. And if you could
state your street address as well, please.

M5. HU M/ address is 11530 Century Circle,
Plainfield. | feel like I'"mpart of the Aurora
community and that's why | feel like |I should
cone to the neeting and speak up.

| appreciate the chance to speak to
you tonight and urge you to consider to opt out
of selling recreational cannabis in the Cty of
Aurora for the benefit of its citizens and
especially for the well-being of the younger
generati ons.

Al'l om ng for cannabis retail sale in

the city increases the |ikelihood of nore fatal
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traffic accidents as nentioned by the gentl enen
and the lady fromearlier. But | would like to
bring sone source of facts from Col or ado.

As revealed in the report naned by
| npacts of Marijuana Legalization in Col orado
Rel eased By the Col orado Division of Crim nal
Justice of Research and Statistics on Cctober 26,
2018, the nunber of fatalities where a driver
tested positive for any cannabi noi d al nost
triples fromthe year 2013 to 2017.

Organi zed crine cases al nost
quadrupl ed from 2012 to 2017. So it is crucial
for the City to nake consi stent decisions that
continue to nmaintain a safe environnent for the
200, 000- pl us resi dents.

Al so as parents, it is our job to do
our very best to provide a clean and healt hy
environnent for our children. Studies show that
at | east 10 percent of those who use narijuana
becone addi ct ed.

And as nentioned by the gentlenen
earlier, that marijuana is known to be the
gateway drug to nore addictive drugs such as

heroin. Marijuana addictions are related to many
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grow h probl ens such as brain damage, nental
I ssues and decreased school performance just to
nane a few.

If we don't want narijuana to be
easily accessible to our children, there is no
reason to nake it easily accessible to other
people. It is difficult to say no to
tenpt ati ons.

The presuned tax revenue from
commercial recreational marijuana sales and the
mar gi n of convenience it brings to those who need
it for nedical reasons nust be weighted with the
definitive foreseeabl e expense of social cost if
mari j uana becones w dely avail abl e.

So |'"'mhere to urge the nenbers of
the city council to opt out.

Thank you.

CHAI RMAN PI LMER:  Thank you.

Going across row three -- and just a
remnder that if you haven't signed in, please
make sure you do so to the right here as you cone
up.

MR. VI NCENT: John Vincent, 1248 Cakl eaf

Court here in Aurora. | would -- one thing I
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woul d just ask is what is the benefit to the
city? | can only think of one and that's even
dubi ous. We know what that is. Tax revenue.

But the uni ntended consequences are
enpl oyers out of Colorado trying to find sonebody
that can pass a drug test for construction jobs,
bus drivers, CDL drivers, etcetera, where you
have to pass a drug test is exceedingly hard.

You | ook at what those enployers have to go
through to try to find one candidate that's
qualified yet can pass a drug test.

Aurora police -- | just read this
today fromthe Illinois police. What viable test
do we have for what really is the highest |evel
or higher level of THC in the bl oodstreamt hat
causes a DU ? |Is there really a good neasurenent
for it?

As far as our young peopl e that was
tal ked about, we know about the del eterious
effects on their brains. But who knows what's in
the candy. | nean, they have edibles. Wo knows
what's in the candy that sonebody is going to
give to our kids? O do they care? Do our kids

know what they're getting?
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And this is -- | read this and this
Is -- | just put down really. 1In the state of
IIlinois, hereis -- here is the law. You're not

supposed to snoke in public places. Really? In
cars. Really? School grounds, okay, maybe. In
proximty, whatever that neans, of anyone under
21. Really?

In proximty of a bus driver. kay.
In proximty of a police officer. That probably
would work. In proximty of a firefighter. In
proximty of a corrections officer. Really? How
Is that going to be enforced? And if you do
snoke in the proximty of a public place or in
your car, what's the penalty for that?

That's what the law is supposed to
be.

So going back to -- well, the one
benefit, a couple of -- as soneone pointed out in
Col orado, hospitalizations frommarijuana rel ated
after legalization increased 148 percent from
2012 to 2016. Marijuana-related ER visits
I ncreased 52 percent in the sane tinmefrane.

So pl ease opt out.

M5. VINCENT: H . Mry Ann Vincent, 1248
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Cakl eaf Court. Most of nmy comrents are about the
uni nt ended consequences of |egalized recreational
mari j uana.

My first two comments, |'ll nunber
them but are froman ER doctor, Dr. Sanuel Wang,
Wa-n-g. Today's marijuana, this is kind of
redundant, but there is nore to it, is 20 percent
nore potent than the marijuana fromthe '60s and
"70s which was 3.7 percent. Today's is
80 percent. But each person or anyone who buys
this cannot be certain because sone cannabis
concentrates can get close to 100 percent. Wo
Is regulating this?

And children as young as two years
old are getting into their caregiver's -- this is
from Col orado where they've had | egalized
marij uana since about 2014. | saw a couple
dates. But, anyway, getting into caregiver's
cannabi s, 27 percent increase in children and
t eens needi ng energency treatnent for marijuana
toxicity.

Now, the rest of my comrents are
from Newsweek. | |ooked online. [It's from

today' s date, Wdnesday, October 2nd, 20109.
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There is higher marijuana intoxicated driving.
There is illegal novenent of l|egally grown
cannabis, for instance, from Col orado to ot her
states or Illinois to other states where it's
illegal. There are educational problens in

m ddl e school and hi gh school .

And back to children, and ny husband
mentioned this, the edible marijuana. People put
it in brownies. You know, kids are gonna eat
this. Soit's a higher -- higher ER visits with
edi bl e consunption by children and pets rel ating
in illness and death.

There is regulatory or potency

confusi on, nunber seven. | haven't been listing
all ny nunbers, but these are all un- -- excuse
me -- all unintended consequences. The cost of

I ncreased | aw enforcenent because of drug driving
accidents, fatal crashes, |loss of productivity,
I ncreased gang crine. So we have to question the
cost of these benefit of any tax doll ars.

And in Colorado there is a high teen
drug expulsion. |Is that really what we want?
Next, a honel ess popul ation will expl ode because

peopl e are nonfuncti oni ng.
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| used to live in Colorado. | went
to college there. M dad |lived there, visited
there frequently, was there in the '60s and ' 70s.
| went back there. W have a daughter there. It
| ooked |i ke a flashback. People just asking us
for noney. They don't want it for food. They
want it to get high.

Peopl e aren't going to work.

They're just sleeping. So, anyway, it's a nmjor
problem And honel essness expl oded i n Col orado.
Tourist dollars in Colorado went to marijuana,
not to visit the beautiful state of Col orado.
That's where the tourist dollars went.

And there is also a nargi nal i npact
because any increased tax revenue -- the percent,
| didn'"t wite it down -- but anyway, it's a
hi gher cost of all these other things needing
I ncreased | aw enforcenent and everyt hi ng.

As of March 2019, Col orado cannabis
growers have been left to inprovise since
their -- no comercial pesticides |abeled for
| egal use on cannabis plants. So there has been
m suse of pesticides. So there are inprovised

concoctions of chem cal s including undefinable
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m xtures. So what is going on? Wwo is
regul ating this?

My | ast point, forget the notion
that prisons filled with m nor drug offenders
woul d be relieved. Well, it's blown out of
proportion in Col orado.

We should | earn from states who have
had this |egal for over five years. There is
much to be learned. This is going to cost way
nore than we think we're going to gain. And we
will need to build nore drug rehab. [If this does
pass, | hope there is going to be sone of this
so-called profit for the drug rehab that will be
needed. As -- as has already been said, it's a
gat eway drug.

Thank you.

CHAl RMAN PI LMER:  Thank you.
Next in the third row
M5. WLLIAMS: Victoria WIllianms, 3491 WII ow
View Court, Gty of Aurora. Thank you for
hol di ng thi s.

Wth the legalization of cannabis in

IIlinois, I would like to submt a proposal to

the Gty of Aurora offering residents vendor
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training, general education and social equity
prograns to the comunity.

In this newy regulated market, it
Is inmportant that we not only adhere to the | aws
but that people know that there is a safe way for
cannabis to be distributed, consuned and
di sposed.

We believe it also hel ps dispel the
negati ve connotation around cannabis. Aurora
Cannabi s Consultants was the first approved
responsi bl e vendor in the state of Illinois. The
training courses that we provide include a w de
range of topics |like health and safety, inventory
tracki ng and | abeling requirenents.

We deliver the training in an
I nteractive classroomsetting that breaks down
the 610-page HB1438 |aw in a conprehensi ve way
for everyone to understand using our
st at e- approved nane.

Currently the only agents that are
required to receive this training are those
i nvolved in handling the sale or cannabis -- the
sal e of cannabis or cannabis infused products.

However, we feel training is
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necessary for everyone and we provide a
custom zabl e training programto serve the
masses. I n addition to the State required
training, we provide additional training courses
to the comunities affected by social economc
I njustices surroundi ng cannabi s through our Put
II'l1nois Back to Work program

This program covers a wde variety
of many trainings that are nmuch needed in the
wor kpl ace. A few exanpl es are custoner service
skills, problemsolving, interview skills, phone
and emai | etiquette, sales techniques and
mar ket i ng.

As stated previously, this program
Is custom zable to fit any age and/or educati onal
| evel . Aurora Cannabis Consultants al so provide
marketing materials for the public outreach
canpaign. Wth over five years of educating the
public and marketing cannabis, we believe that
this partnership will benefit us both a great
deal .

The State of Illinois has already
rel eased grant applications to apply for funding

for community col |l eges and ot her educati onal
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institutes to aid in education, training in this

mar ket .

| amwlling to email that
information to the entire commttee and -- as
|l ong as | get your contact information. |[|'I| get
it offline.

Recreational marijuana creates jobs.
It brings down unenpl oynent rates. Crine
typically happens in communities highly affected
by poverty, the disproportionate area that
II'linois has tal ked about giving the soci al
equity status to.

Cannabi s devel opnent programis an
option for the City of Aurora. W create
information for the city websites. W can
designate a green zone. W're wlling to create
a city conpliant guideline.

And we have al so on our own, not
fromthe State, created sonething called How to
Spot Fake Vapes. | believe that every parent
here is concerned about the safety of their
children. |, too, ama parent who have a speci al
needs chil d.

So we created a program call ed How
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to Spot Fake Vapes, vape cartridges. That's what
they're tal king about now that has everyone in
fear.

And what the City of Aurora does not
know is that there is a brunch of copycats out
here and the copycats is easily to be done. They
order these things offline and say that they | ook
just like the nanme brand, but they're not.

Cannabi s does not just consist of
snoki ng. Cannabis al so i nvol ves topicals that
are not just THC, but they are THC/ CBD t hat does
not get you high. Everyone is not using cannabis
to get high.

As | said before, | respect the
opi ni on of every concerned parent here today. |
am a concerned parent nyself. The State HB1338
bill is extrenely thorough as it relates to what
product wll |l ook Iike and package safety and the
regul ations that keep our city safe. |If you do
not know, packaging has to be done so children
cannot open it.

| f you do not know, the dispensaries
will help keep residents fromgetting potenti al

| aced tainted product which also will cut down on
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the opioid addiction. If you do not know, then
we're here to help you. Allow us to cone in.

Qur facility is located already in
Aurora, |ocated 853 North Hi ghl and Avenue. W
were the very first to get approved to actually
al | ow di spensary agent training. |It's on the
press rel ease i ssued by the governor.

It's 26 other vendors in the entire
state of Illinois that was approved to do this
training. W have did sonething to keep the city
safe if you will allow us to keep the city safe.

As far as the safety of vape carts,
| would just like to show three poses, these
photos on ny i Pad, that just tal ks about how to
spot vape cartridges. And | know everybody won't
see it, but we have created a program al ready
(indicating) so teens and children wll have the
option and the opportunity to | earn about the
potential harns of cannabis.

Do not buy it off the street. Allow
you guys to opt in and say yes to regulating
cannabis wll actually keep our children safe.
They woul dn't be allowed to buy it on the

streets. You know, even though they say 21, it's
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still a kidtone. Sol'll say the age limt is
21. It's still achild. And if he's able to go
into the dispensary, he wll be safer using

cannabi s | egally.
Thank you.
CHAI RMAN PI LMER:  Anybody else in row three?
M5. UN:. Hello everybody. M nane is Ling

Un. I'mthe landlord of the 3138 Ri dgel and Lane
in Aurora. | want to encourage you to option out
recreation of marijuana sales in Aurora. | feel

i ke marijuana for the people in the town is bad.

According to researchers, narijuana
is harnful for health, specially for the brain.
M x al cohol and the marijuana together can
endanger life, especially for the people who is
| ack self-control, who always want to but cannot
control hinself, for that people.

And then the tax, again, from
selling marijuana will not be enough to cover a
broad source that you can bring to our city. |Is
it easier for our city to turn bad than to turn
good? In conclusion, to keep City of Aurora safe
here, | strongly ask conm ssioner to deny

mari juana sal es in Aurora.
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Thank you for your attention.

CHAI RMAN PI LMER: Thank you. Anybody else in
row t hree?

Ckay. Let's nove to row four on
this side.

MR TOVAR. Hello. M nane is Juan Tovar,
1230 Sol fisburg Avenue, Aurora, Illinois. Thank
you for allowing ne for this opportunity to talk
to you fine peopl e today.

As an Auroran citizen, this is ny
honmetown, | grew up here since the tinme | was
three years old. And | think -- | know what it's
like to be a mnority and to be targeted in
Aurora for illegal use of drugs. And |I've had
many friends affected negatively frommarijuana
possession, even ny famly for -- and have had
many | ost job opportunities and had it negatively
I npact their record.

And | feel it isn't just since it is
not crimnalized. | think in nmy opinion,
| egalizing will undercut the black market and
keep it out of the children of -- hands as it
wi Il be harder for themto reach -- to reach them

in illegal sources.
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And when used by responsible adults,
it would be -- it would be a great opportunity as
a business owner to bring this to Aurora.

Thank you for the opportunity to
talk and for legalizing marijuana for
recreational use.

CHAI RVAN PI LMER:  Next in row four?

MR. GARCIAS. Hey. Ed Garcias, (phonetic)
Drive. | was not planning to talk, so if | sound
like an idiot, it's because | am

CHAI RVAN PILMER:  If you could just state the
city.

MR GARCI AS: Aurora.

CHAI RMAN PI LMER:  Thank you.

MR. GARCIAS. First of all, I'mopt out.
Especially young people are conplacent and stupid
enough that we don't need the Gty to stanp
another thing -- to give their stanp approval of
another thing to keep us nore stupid and nore
conpl acent .

And second, | would |like to address
the argunent that the tax revenue wll -- is any
good. Qur problemis not a revenue problem CQur

problemis a spending problem W can't just
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keep novi ng the goal post and pretendi ng
everything i s okay.

That's all.

CHAI RMAN PI LMER:  Thank you.

Row f our, going across.

MR. BASTI AN. Good evening, | adies and
gentlenmen. |'m probably going to echo a little
bit of what this gentleman here said. And | know
he said he's an old guy. Wll, I'mnot --
probably a little bit younger than him but --

CHAI RVAN PILMER: If you can just state your
nanme and address for the record, please.

MR. BASTIAN. Kevin Bastian. | live at 891
Laurel Drive in Aurora.

Ladi es and gentl enen, | stand today
to oppose the sale of recreational marijuana in
the Gty of Aurora. The reasons | have are many,
but first and forenbst is the fact that
recreational marijuana is harnful to a person's
heal t h.

Now, sonme may justify and say that
al cohol and cigarettes are harnful, but they're
still legal. Wiile there will always be

i ndi viduals that will abuse al cohol and tobacco,
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tobacco is not a mnd-altering drug. And snall
anounts of al cohol, especially red wi ne, has
significant health benefits. Recreational
marijuana does not. And, in fact, when people
m x al cohol and marijuana, which will surely
happen, the conbi nati on becones deadly.

Real quick, a little story. Wen I
was 20 years old one night, | had been out
dri nki ng beer and snoking pot. On the way hone
driving up Route 25 just north of Butterfield
Road about a block and a half fromwhere | |ived
in North Aurora, | passed out behind the wheel
and woke up just as | was goi ng down an
enbanknent of about a 45-degree angle as ny car
wedged agai nst a tree.

And luckily the tree prevented ny
car fromoverturning. Thankfully the North
Aurora police were in the area, had a tow truck
pull nmy car out. And when they saw | lived
near by, escorted ne nearby w thout ticketing or
arresting ne. But that little incident is beside
t he point.

There is also a nountain of evidence

t hat concludes that marijuana use |eads to
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psychosis and nental illness as well as
respiratory and | ung damage to chronic users.
God made our bodies the way he did for a reason.
Fish die wthout water and human bei ngs die
without air. The only thing you should be
breathing in your lungs is 2. Anything else is
har nf ul

But, you know, | adies and gentl enen,
| suggest this neeting tonight is just a token
neeting held to pacify the public that we have
sone say in this matter. But fromthe
information | have read so far, it seens to ne
the City has already nade up its m nd.

The chief financial officers and
other city revenue officials are already |icking
their chops with dollar signs in their eyes
di scussing at what percentage to | evee the tax on
revenue fromthe sale of marijuana.

Now, | suggest we're gonna hear all
manner of justification for voting to pass this
resolution. It will use all kinds of semantics
such as people are going to use it anyway and
It's gonna cost us noney anyway so why not tax

its use.
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They will turn a blind eye all in
pursuit of the almghty dollar. |It's nothing but
a big cash cow But that doesn't nmake it right.

And if you think about it, if the
Cty passes this, they're actually encouraging
people to use nmarijuana. Now, they nay say
things like we're just making it available to
people who will use it anyway.

But think about it, |adies and
gentlenen, if people don't patroni ze the
facility, that nmeans no revenue for the Cty.
The whol e point of opening a successful business
is to do everything you can to nake sure it
succeeds.

So the City has to pronpte the new
busi ness. A quote fromthe Beacon News said
officials favor a 2 percent tax as a conprom se
bet ween getting revenue and attracting high end
marijuana stores. No pun intended.

One official said we're | ooking at
bei ng conpetitive. But |adies and gentlenen, if
you were to ask our fine mayor and the city
council -- | may make you laugh with a few of ny

conment s here.
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But if you were to ask the mayor and
the city counsel if they snoked nmarijuana, |
don't think | need to tell you what their answer
would be. I'magoing to | eave this comment out
about the governor because | don't want to be
politically incorrect.

But | get emails all the tinme from
the Gty of Aurora of all the great things our
city has to offer, things such as enpowering our
youth. Well, how does letting a recreational
marijuana facility descend on the Gty of Aurora
hel p enpower our youth?

What ki nd of nessage does that send
to the youth of our city, even if they are 21, to
have a tenptation |ike that at their disposal?
There may be sone kid who is facing sone
overwhel m ng problens in his |life when he feels
the pressures of life are getting himdown m ght
just say sonme night | think I'lIl go down to the
corner store and buy sone pot get high to ease
t he pain.

Ladi es and gentl enen, | nentioned
earlier successful business has to be pronoted.

This poses a little dilemma for the Gty. Like
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al | busi nesses, there certainly should be a

ri bbon cutting for the grand opening. Charlie's
Silver Spoon Creanery opened right down the bl ock
on the corner of Stolp and Downer and | believe
the mayor and a fewcity officials had sone ice
creamw th the new owners.

So | have a question. WII the
mayor and the city council have a joint with the
owners of the new marijuana facility? |If not,
why not? It's the height of hypocrisy.

The nessage at the ice cream parl or
was conme on down and enjoy what this new business
has to offer which in this case is sone delicious
ice cream Well, why not the sane at the
marijuana facility? 1It's |aughable.

Maybe we'll start to see ads in the
newspaper and on bill boards throughout the city.
Here, | wote the first one.

Conme on down, fol ks, and patroni ze
this busi ness and experience what great quality
weed they have to offer, a snooth taste and a
mel | ow high that you will love will -- with just
the right anobunt of THC to relax your mnd, fry

your brain, forget your troubles, get your
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creative juices flow ng and give you that
euphoria you crave. But renenber to snoke
responsi bly and don't snoke and dri ve.

| ask responsible citizens to stand
with me and urge the mayor and the city council
to oppose this in the Gty of Aurora.

And I'll end ny little tirade with a
gquote that was going back in the '70s. Only
dopes snoke dope.

CHAl RMAN PI LMER: M. Bastian, | m ght
clarify one point. You did say that you think
this is a token neeting. So on behal f of
everyone here, the comm ssion is nmade up
vol unteer Aurora citizens that serve as plan
comm ssi on nenbers and we do take our
responsibility serious.

MR. BASTI AN: | under st and.

CHAIRVAN PILMER: So we're here as a
sounding -- to listen to public testinony and
make a recommendation to the city council.

Anyone else in row four?

If we can go to row five, start on
this side.

MR. ZHANG Good evening. M nane is Geg
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Zhang. |I'mthe landlord for 3170 East W nchester
Court, Aurora. M full-tinme job is a nechanic
engi neer in a |arge manufacturing conpany. Today
|"mgoing to talk about the inpact of marijuana
on enpl oynent .

Marijuana is a federally ill egal
drug. And nost conpanies or if not every conpany
strictly prohibit enployees from using marijuana.
We have a drug screening process during hiring.
So if an applicant fail the drug test, the
application is automatically rejected. |[If an
enpl oyee is caught perform ng a duty under the
i nfl uence of marijuana or any other drug, he or
she subject to term nation.

CDL that one gentl enen nentioned,
commercial driver's license holders or sonetines
called truck drivers, they are frequently and
randomy selected for drug test including
marij uana under the federal regulations. So if
they fail the test, they are subject to
term nation of the conpany policy, as well.

So in summary, to help nore people
finding jobs or keep them enpl oyed, please opt

out .
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Thank you.

CHAI RMAN PI LMER:  Thank you.

Next in row five?

MR. CHEN. Good evening, |adies and
gentlenen. M nane is Hungting Chen. | |ive at
990 Meadowridge Drive, Gty of Aurora.

Today |'m here to against allow ng
recreation of marijuana sales at Aurora. And
here the reason why | cane to that.

First | believe we will jeopardize
our community safety at Aurora with just the
guesti on about the tax revenues whi ch al ready
people talk about it, so | won't repeat again.
But we will increase the crimnal rate and al so
i ncrease the safety concerns.

Second, | have really concern
regarding to the -- once we open the business,
the marijuana becone (inaudible) causing a | ot of
I ssues.

Li ke the gentl eman nention before,
outconme we al so have those drug tests randonly.
VWhat if someone action is buying marijuana and
bring to the food and sell to the public? Mybe

you get -- soneone doesn't know and perhaps ne or
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you and eat that and eat that food and w thout
know ng that and now we just failed a test and
| ost a j ob.

VWhat if we give this food to the
children? So, therefore, | strongly request
hoping the Gty of Aurora can opt out to the
sal es of recreational nmarijuana use.

Thank you.

CHAI RMAN PI LMER:  Thank you.
M5. HUANG Good evening. M nane is Wi

Huang. | live in 990 Meadowidge Drive in
Aurora. And | live in Aurora for nore than five
years. | love this city so, therefore,

encour age you to oppose recreational narijuana
sales in our city.

So earlier this norning -- this
evening when | left honme, | was holding this
(indicating) and ny kids sawit. And ny little
son asked ne, Mommy, that's a sign for no poison
ivy? And at that nonent | thought it would be
great that it was that easy, no poison ivy. But
It 1s not.

And that nmonent hit ne that |

remenber | first know the word "nmarijuana" when
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was in college. And since then, this word didn't
appear in ny life very often until recently. And
now ny little boy nmay have to know this word when
he is only three -- only five years old. So |
feel sad about that.

So that encourage ne to cone here to
protect our kids from exposing to marijuana so
early and so often than they should. It's not
just the father or nother's job because we are
tal king recreational marijuana. |It's not
medi cal .

Al'l om ng recreational nedical sales
sends a signal to the kids that marijuana is
okay, it is not big deal. It is not. It is not
okay. Marijuana especially dangerous for young
peopl e because human brains are not fully
devel oped until they are age -- when they are age
25 which is about the age of the | egal age that
they can project marijuana.

And al so researchers in Harvard and
Nort hwestern found that recreational marijuana
snokers age from-- from18 to 25 show
abnormalities in the shape, volune and density of

certain areas of the brain. Those fact
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consequences tend not to reverse but w |
i ncrease nental health problens.

Al so, marijuana is addictive. And
t he dependency on drugs will increase with
| egal i zati on. Anobng cocai ne, al cohol and
mari juana, which one is the nost difficult to
gi ve up? Marij uana.

And | know t hat maybe you were
saying you train your kids and nmake them aware
that it is harnful for you. But think about
that. W all have to pass a witten test and a
driving test to get our driver's license. Can
everybody drive safely?

So if brain or health is not enough
for you to say no, what about |lives? Studies in
Col orado show dramatic increase in
marijuana-related traffic deaths since
recreational marijuana was | egalized.

One person was killed every three
days in accidents where drivers were tested
positive for marijuana. W are tal king about
| osing people's lives due to the use of
marijuana. Lives are priceless. Lives are

pricel ess.
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| send all ny email to show ny
concern to M. Mayor and the al dernen and one
replied to ne saying that if we opt in -- if we
opt out, he's probably about |osing the tax
revenue.

But | would like to -- in respond to

that, if we allow recreational marijuana sales in

Aurora, the city wll, true, get tax revenues,
but the majority of the profit wll still go to
t hose sal es conpanies. The Gty wll not get a
| ot.

And we w Il need to pay for the bad

consequences with people's health, people's
lives, city's safety and the city's reputation
and nmuch, nmuch nore noney. And what we w || get
wi Il never neasure up with what we need to pay.

So | strongly urge you to oppose
recreational marijuana sales in our city. And
this is not in ny speech. But when | was | ooking
at their -- at the research about Col orado --
because, you know, every year they have this
annual report about Col orado since 2013.

And that rem nds ne of what, you

know? Rem nds ne of the tinme when | was worKking
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in the lab. You know, in the |ab they have I|ike
testing aninmals like rats and then they put those
cancer materials into the rats to see how the

t unor grow.

And Col orado now, it |looks like this
little rats to ne, the little rats in the
experinment -- in the labs. And the recreational
marijuana is just like this material that cause
cancer. And let's not put this in our city, not
| et the tunor has any opportunity to grow in our
home in our city.

Thank you for this opportunity.

CHAI RMAN PI LMER:  Thank you.

Next in row five?

M5. WANG Hello. Good evening, |adies and
gentlenen. M nane is Jinfeng Wng. | live at
1104 Stonehaven Circle in Aurora. | have lived
in Aurora for 13 years. One of ny two boys was
born in Aurora. They are now 11 and 17 attending
m ddl e and high school. And | love this city and
t he nei ghbor hood because it is safe place to live
and rai se children.

W are now in a desperation to find

a new revenue source to fix the state's financi al
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crisis. Illinois passed a lawin June to allow
recreational marijuana sal es and use.

But please keep in mnd that federal
governnent still classifies marijuana as a
Schedul e 1 drug which neans it remains illegal.
According to the DEA, Schedule 1 drugs,
subst ances or chem cals are defined as drugs with
no currently accepted nedical use and a high
potential for abuse.

This classification puts marijuana
In the sane category as heroin. As this
gentl eman said, today's marijuana is not the ones
in the '60s. The high potency is linked to
I ncreases in addiction, psychosis and vi ol ence.

States that have legalized it Iike
Col orado have seen an increase in energency room
visits, hospitalizations, poison control center
calls and the increasing in using every age
category i ncludi ng youth.

The frequent (phonetic) use with
adol escents can effect attention, nenory,
deci si on-maki ng and notivation. And that use --
and those people who are nore likely to m ss

cl asses, do poorly in school and drop out. And
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marijuana is the nost widely used illicit drug
anong mnors age 12 to 17 according to 2018
nati onal survey on drug use and health.

Al'l om ng recreational marijuana
sales in Aurora will nmake it nore accessible to
our vul nerable children and nmake it nore
dangerous than ever. | do not want nmarijuana
addi cts and the recreational users driving in and
out of your community -- ny community regularly
to purchase the drugs.

| do not want easy access of these
toxi c substances to ny children. Let's all take
actions to protect the safety of our kids and the
heal th of our community. | urge Gty of Aurora
to opt out of the sales of recreational
mari j uana.

Thank you.

MR. WADDELL: Good evening. M nane is Way
Waddell. | live in 5104 Stonehaven Circl e,
Aurora. And | also have rental properties in
Aur or a.

| urge the City of Aurora to opt out
recreational marijuana sales for the sake of our

next young generations. | work in human resource
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departnment of an international law firm | know
that if a candidate fails the drug test, the
candidate will definitely not get the job offer
no matter how good he is.

Al l ow ng recreational marijuana sale

wi || make marijuana nmuch easier, accessible to
public including teenagers. |If they start to use
marijuana, it wll not only have inpact on their

heal th but al so has huge i npact on their career.
They will fail the drug test and in turn will not
find jobs. They will end up on the street.
| have two teenager boys. As a
father, | amreally worried that if they start to
use marijuana, it wll not only have bad i npact
on their health but also have huge inpact on
their career. For the future of our kids, for
the future of our new generations, | urge the
city council to opt out.
Thank you.
CHAI RMAN PI LMER:  Thank you. Next in row
five?
MR, GONZALEZ: Hello. M nane is Javier
Gonzalez. | live on 720 Kingsway Court in

Aurora. |'m probably the nore forenost authority
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on this subject here in Aurora.

Back in the '70s, | would bring
200 pounds in a week into the city. It was four
of us and we all brought it, that amount. |[|'m
the only one that's left to cone and tell you the
ravages of this drug. |'mvery passionate about
it.

You know, and this -- it's as sinple
as throwi ng the seeds off your back porch. Sone
of the best stuff was -- was planted by accident.
Ckay? You're not gonna nmake any noney. Wy --
why buy it when you can grow it for free and
better, okay?

| did all the drugs, heroin,
cocai ne, everything, acid, everything. | was a
drug addict, but ny drug of choice was marijuana.
| -- 1 would tell them you guys take the coke, |
just want the marijuana. That was ny -- and |
had a heck of a tine quitting. Really, it was
devastating how nuch it had a grip on ne.

We used -- and they tal k about
marijuana back in the day? WlIlIl, back in the
day, yeah, | had to roll up ny marijuana and

had to put the TV on what was | gonna watch
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because | didn't want to get all high and not be
able to turn off the TV because | didn't want to
wat ch Bozo's Circus.

| know what |'mtal king about. This
Is devastating. |'ve seen too nmany of ny
friends -- a good portion are dead because of

this. You' re not gonna make any noney. You're

delusional if you think you are. I'mtelling you
fromfacts. l|"ve lived it. |'"ve wal ked it. And
" m an ordai ned mnister here in Aurora. l"m a

smal | businessman. And | deal with this stuff
every day, you know?

But, anyway, |'mtalking about --
|'ve been off the stuff for 40 years. 40 years.
But |1've watched. |'ve observed it the whole
time because that was ny -- ny choice and |'ve
never seen one thing good cone out of using
marij uana. Not one.

But | could nanme you hundreds, maybe
t housands of bad things. Not one. And |
chal | enge anybody -- other than naybe the nedi cal
part of it, but people are going to check out of
society. They're not gonna want to work.

The only -- the only accident | was
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ever in was because | was high on pot. And I
coul d have avoided it but because |I was high,
was (indicating) and I didn't -- | didn't take --
| didn't step on the accelerator to get out of
her way. [|t's devastati ng.

| urge you, you know, don't fool
your sel ves about this. You know, and you're
delusional if you think you're going to nake
nmoney off of it because you can nake it for
penni es.

Once you -- once you open the
fl oodgates, hey, just buy a -- a Hi gh Tines

magazi ne. They will tell you howto growit for

free and better. So I'm-- |'"murging you,

pl ease, don't do it. Don't doit. |1've been in
it too long. | know the answers, you know. And
there is a way and the way is Jesus. It's a

person. And |I'mhere to testify for that.
Thank you.
CHAIl RMAN PI LMER:  Anybody else in row five?

Ckay. Let's go to this side on row

MR WU Dear council nenbers and the

commttee nenbers and mayor, ny nanme i s Rodger
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Wi. | live in 1099 Stockton Court, Aurora.

First of all, I would Iike to thank
that gentleman who is very brave man. [t's a
very touching story. | think he told his own
story. And nowit's -- nowit's your turn to
make a wi se deci sion.

And | al so appreciate the opinion
that the other gentleman tal ks about how
marijuana -- today's nmarijuana, how strong. And
it is different and due to different -- based on
a lot of marketing conpanies and that they sell

these things, the stores they sell these things,

they can make it very attractive to young peopl e.

And now we really need to think. A
| ot of people tal k about revenues, tax doll ars.
Several people already bring in the -- a | ot of
data. Do we really think it will increase our
tax? How nmuch cost we have to pay in order to
earn these tax dollars? And what about soci al
cost, like accidents or whatever? And a |ot of
troubl es because of that.

And do we really ignore the health
I ssues related to this? Now, we know |l ong, |ong

time ago those big tobacco conpanies, they say
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cigarettes is fine, has no health issue. And how
many years and after |lawsuits after |awsuits and
peopl e died and then eventual |y peopl e deci de,
cigarettes can cause cancer. How many tines we
have to repeat these story in this country?

And | ast tinme several -- | guess
several probably weeks ago people tal k about
E-cigarettes. And now we all know many peopl e
have di ed, danage due to the lung and di ed of
these. So when these things happeni ng, people
al ways say, okay, you know, we can't earn
dollars, we can't earn tax nonies and a | ot of
i nterest group be like that.

So another point, | live in Aurora
for nore than 18 years, so | love the city. |It's
a beautiful comunity. And we all know when you
own a hone, you say |location, |location and
| ocation. Ask each one of us, do we want a store
open next to ny house? Do we want that?

| guess | really hope every one of
us make a wi se decision, not driven by the
I nterest group, not by the tax dollar. It's
still questionable. But priority, what is our

priority of the city? |Is the reputation, the
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health, the wellness of the citizen or what else?
| urge you to opt out.
Thank you.
CHAI RMAN PI LMER: Next in row six, anybody

el se?
M5. HEE My nane is Qng He. | live at 1031
Courtland Place, Aurora, Illinois, for 15 years.
| have two daughter go to Matea High
School. So what happen is we have a | arge anount

of international comunity in Aurora. The reason
why | have a house here because good educati on
school, the system

| just talk to a few investor
yesterday. They want to bring their kids to
Aurora to go to a Calvary church to go for school
district. And then we al so have a shopping nal |
on the 59 for Chinese business.

And | just want to see -- here is we
have young people from China cone here to do --
to build relationship wth young people in Aurora
to be able to bridging the -- a directory between
those countries. Even with bring the marijuana
legally in the city, which could dimnish the

possibility for the opportunities.
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The reason why is you can see a | ot

of international people here. They don't Iike

marijuana. And | have sone tenant snell -- snoke
marijuana. | can snell the marijuana all the
time. | told him you know, that's okay. |

under stand why you snoke marijuana. But you got
to understand, not everybody want to snell that
marijuana every tine you go to the hospital,
every time you go to the train station.

This -- | just feel bad. | just
sinply feel bad when | snell marijuana. So this
Is -- | want to say is school systemis one of
t he nost wonderful things in Aurora. And for the
school system-- you know, the city to all ow
doing this, I nmean, how could the parents with
their kids live in Naperville especially fromthe
I nternational conmmunity.

That's all | want to say today.

THE COURT: Thank you.

Next in row six?

MR. d LWAY: (Good evening. M nane is Johnny
G lway (phonetic). M address is 1110 Cedar
Street, Gendale Heights, Illinois. M

background is a -- |'ma nedical professional.
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currently decided to go back to school because of
thi s new upcom ng recreational cannabis and al so
nmedi cal cannabis as wel | .

| "' m goi ng back to school to
hopefully get into sone type of research program
to provide nore research on the uses of nmarijuana
and its benefits. First and forenost, thank you
for your tinme and giving nme an opportunity to
come up here and speak.

| would like to start off by saying
that | do support opting in. One of the benefits
of opting inis that this whole phase is for
social equity and the main conponent of that is
to provide econom c opportunities not only for
those affected by petty cannabis offenses but
also for the Gty of Aurora, as well.

In doing so, howit essentially
hel ps social equity applicants or people that
have been convicted of at |east petty drug crines
is that it allows them an opportunity to
essentially learn and get trained fromthe tax
revenue that's brought in by themand as well as
gi ves them an opportunity, as well, to get

enpl oynent.
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Also wth that, studies show that
t he average di spensary does currently bring in
ri ght around $500, 000 worth of taxes.

And in the state of California,
2018, a news article published that because
majority of California, | believe it was
two-thirds of the state, decided to ban
recreational sales of cannabis, the illicit
mar ket doubl ed what the states sales were in 2018
al one.

So essentially if you do decide to
opt out, it does open nore opportunities for the
illicit market to thrive. The person at the
corner that's selling it now has no conpetition
besi des sonebody in a nei ghboring town. For
t hose people that don't like to travel, it's a
much easier way to access it.

And for health concerns, as well,
currently I amaware of a couple of studies that
are ongoi ng where cannabis is actually being used
to hel p wean people who are addicted to, | guess,
stronger opioids |like heroin, fentanyl or
OxyContin to help wean them of f as a rehab type

of treatnent.
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And also to add to that, | highly
recomrend that we opt in and thank you for your
tinme.

CHAIRVAN PILMER: | think that is the end of,
| believe, row six.

So row seven -- or go ahead.

M5. SUN. So good evening, council nmen and
counci lwonmen. My nane is Lang Sun. | live in
2520 (inaudi ble) Lane, Naperville, but since we
have several rented properties, so we learn nore
of this Aurora.

And first, thank you so nuch for
gi ving us opportunity to voice our opinion out
and really appreciate all of you just com ng here
and serve us. | especially respect the gentleman
right in front of me. | do trust your sincerity.

| trust everyone here try to do the
best for the Aurora people. So also | respect
the people who as a | eader because in ny
phi | osophy, | think true | eader is out of I ove.
They want to serve peopl e.

So that's also | respect the ol der
gent | emen, the council man standi ng here and sort

of say his opinion here. | conme fromthe
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Naperville and I also had in Naperville the sane
nmeet i ng.

And there are so nmany peopl e, they
voice their opinion |ike the doctors, the
detectives and the retired policenen, the
educators, the parents. So fromall of them!|
heard the sane voice, opt out. They're not just
speaki ng their own good, they're speaking their
ki ds and the one that they have.

He has so many students with
mar i j uana who has really bad i npact on those
peopl e who has cone out. Also | really respect
t he gentl eman who was so brave enough using his
life experiences here to show what is right what
IS wrong.

So | think here everyone has already

have sonme kind of knowing what is right what is

wong. | also respect the gentlenen cone here to
say the research. | agree. However, it is still
research. So why we risk -- take the risk nowto

opt into let sone people seemlike the rat of
t he cancer.
So if it's still research, let's be

conservative. Let's be protect the people,
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protect the kids. And it is research, it be
anot her 10 years or 20 years, then make the
deci si on.

And | want to use -- to end ny talk,
| want to use one Bible scripture: | have the
right to do anything you see but not everything
Is beneficial. | have the right to do anything
but not everything is constructive. No one
shoul d seek their own good but good of others.

Do we really think to allow this
recreational marijuana is constructive by hearing
so many, also so nmany testinonies.

So | trust -- | put ny trust in all
of you. | think out of |love, you' re going to
make the right decision. Thank you.

CHAIl RMAN PI LMER:  Thank you. Anyone else in
row si x?

M5. BIRKETT: Dear Gty Council, nmy nanme is
Leanne Birkett (phonetic). | live in 485 Village
Green North in Naperville. I'ma real estate
I nvestor, broker and a financial planner who has
lived, worked in the area for the |ast 10 years.
| keep an office at the Fox Valley Mall executive

office center, and (inaudible) allow the tiniest
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real estate investor to the City of Aurora.

Today |'mhere to urge you to opt
out. | neet Mayor Richard at the reception party
for the -- for the 70s and it was great of the
famly of the People's Republic of China and
t al ked about recreational marijuana.

Here is in the US they have
tremendous freedom but we nust bal ance t hat
freedomw th nental health, area to |live and
work, and to keep our properties val ues high.

Yes, | do care about adverse revenue
just |like everyone here, but not need revenue
fromrecreational marijuana. So the revenue from
the City invites in the policy should -- should
attract the people to live in Aurora and attract
the investor to Aurora.

| see need to invest in Pacifica
Square and Anerica Street (phonetic).

| renmenber the many years ago | went
to Aynpia (phonetic) Street to | ook at property.
A police officer stopped ne. Surprised, | ask
the police officer what | did anything wong? He
answered nme, there was nothing wong. He only

ask me where | was go. After | told himIl'm
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going to Aynpia Street to see a property and he
told ne, be careful. Wwy? Because of the drugs
and the shooting in that neighborhood.

Those things reduce the value of the
house in Aurora and the stop highly educated
people and the master fromnust live in there.

So recreation marijuana could do
that also. Recreational marijuana sales in
Aurora may bring sone revenue but could increase
enforcenent cost too, social stability.

Pl ease opt out. Thank you.

CHAIRVAN PILMER:  Sir, | think you were next.
M. GARRETT: Good evening. M nane is John

Garrett Junior. | live at 200 South Enerald
Place in Aurora, Illinois and |I've lived there ny
whol e |ife.

| just want to say that cannabis
wi || be purchased today on this bl ock w thout
your consent and it's going to be purchased by
soneone who is selling it fromthe black market.
People die trying to buy weed. People die trying
to sell cannabis everyday. So if people are
buying it, why not, you know, have a grip on it.

So the bl ack market will suffer a
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great | oss from people who do not want to rely on
illegal transactions which is literally everyone.
Nobody wants to neet a drug deal er on a corner.
Nobody wants to buy it illegally.

The Gty can regulate it, authorize
it and allow the distribution and sale of it at a
hi gher level that will allow safety anong
residents in the Gty of Aurora and ultimtely
Wi th people that are consumng it on, you know,
on a regular basis that are purchasing it from
pl aces that are not safe.

| can assure you that the people who
are buying cannabis are going to conti nue buyi ng
it whether you authorize the sale of it or not.

| request that you vote to opt into
allow the safe sale of recreational cannabis.
Thank you.

CHAI RMAN PI LMER:  Thank you.
M5. BUCKLEY: Shannon Buckl ey, 345 South

Evans Lawn, Auror a.

|'' m here before you today to voice
nmy support to opt in to the sale and taxation of
recreational marijuana. | believe the economc

opportunities in the commercial sale within the
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Cty limts would be a great benefit to our Gty
that's been desperately trying to rebuild itself

over the last 20 or so years.

I"'ma lifelong resident. 1've lived
here 33 years. |I'm you know -- |'ve -- grow ng
up in Aurora, |I've always known it's had a

reputation for being quote-unquote rough, to be
nicely. I'mgoing to NIU, | would tell people |
was from Aurora and | got a sense that people
felt bad for nme. | never felt bad for nyself. |
love ny Gty. | feel a great sense of pride.

|l ove it because it's diverse.

My husband, when we were | ooking to
buy a house, he wanted to | ook sonewhere |ike
Geneva, St. Charles. He grew up in Geneva and |
fought tooth and nail to stay in Aurora because
maybe it's the scrappiness in ne, | don't know,
but | wanted to stay in the CGty. And | won.

So for as long as | can renenber,
Aurora has always conpeted with all the
surrounding cities, Naperville, St. Charles,
Ceneva, Batavia and everyone has | ooked down on
us and | want to see the Gty thrive. | have

seen the efforts of the City council, the efforts
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of the recent mayor. |'ve seen the efforts they
put into the Gty and bringing in private

i nvestors and, you know, getting grants and
putting that noney into the Gty and building it
up and what it has becone and there is so nuch
potential there.

And that sal es revenue, which |
recomend 3 percent, would be so beneficial, not
just to building the infrastructure in downtown,
but to put into other conmmunities within the
Cty. Put it into, you know, the comunities
t hat have been hurt by the drug war. Put it into
those communities. Gve it to the schools. |
nmean, there is so nmany things you could do with
that revenue that could benefit the conmunities
t hat have been hurt by these policies.

So once again, |I'masking for you to
opt in to this proposal and to tax and sale the
recreational cannabis. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PI LMER:  Thank you. Next.

MR. HARRISON: My nane is Ed Harrison. |
reside at 1014 Cyprus Drive in Aurora. | wasn't
pl anni ng on speaki ng tonight but sitting here, |

realize that | thought nmaybe | had walked in to a
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screeni ng of Reefer Madness which we used to see
back in the '50s and '60s and ' 40s.

Marijuana is here. | nean, it's
been here. It's always going to be here. It's
finally been |egalized and yes, there is sone --
probably sonme cons about it. But | truly believe
that the Gty would -- it would behoove the City
to make it legal here and to add a tax to it and
make that tax mninmum-- or maximum |'m sorry,
of 3 percent. Those tax revenues could do a | ot
of good for the City and I think that's what you
should do. That's it.

CHAI RMAN PI LMER:  Thank you.

Anyone else in row six? W'II|l begin
over on your left side on row seven.

M5. SUN. My nane is Yan Sun, people call ne
Sherry. | live in 255 Danhaven Court, Aurora.
ama wfe, a nomand ny famly have been |iving
here for al nost 20 years.

Peopl e al ways say Chinese are really
good at math and | just -- nmake math very sinple
because | didn't plan to tal k about statistics.
One gentleman from d endal e Hei ghts was wor ki ng

the nedical field nmentioned that unlisted narket
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sales will go up if we don't get this passed.
But actually, the gentlenen earlier that say
usi ng the exanpl e of Canada sayi ng the opposite.

The facts says opposite because the
so-called | egal stores, the price cannot conpete
with the black market. The black market will go
up either way and al so get a nass here, the
maj ority sales noney go to the conpany but the
Cty of Aurora and taxpayer, we are paying the
cost. W are recovering the damage. Ckay.

Today | want to share with you sone
personal stories. | am-- been hel ping ny
friends doing counseling and currently in the
past few nonths | have been counseling a couple
who t he husband has job auditions and the husband
started with marijuana, now cocaine. And the
wife, | talked with the wife this afternoon
because | want to get her input what | should say
tonight. She say her husband -- in the
begi nni ng, she tell nme sone education |ike
mari j uana have two ingredient. You all know CBD
and THC. THC make you high. The ingredients of
THC is increasing right now and regul ar hook up

wi th marijuana, you | ooking for the next |evel of
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excitenment. That's why people get stuck with
sone ot her harder, stronger drug |ike heroin,
i ke cocai ne.

So studies say 90 percent of the
hard drugs |i ke cocaine, heroin starts with
marijuana. That's exactly what happened in her
situation and | have her approval to share their
story tonight.

This addiction really put themfor
this young couple into financial distress and

t here have been snowballing financial bills and

debts, drug dealer calling them as well. And

t hey are payi ng personal debt -- they don't have
nortgage -- student debt and they're borrow ng
noney.

And that's not the saddest part.
The saddest part is drug addiction make shattered
their marriage. And the husband, when he is at
work in the daytine when he is not snoking, he
told me, he call ne, he call ny husband, his
nerves are on fire. He cannot focus.

When he drive -- his wife told ne,
Sherry, | don't want to get in his car. | say

why? Because | don't want to die. People who is
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on drug tenptation, she's not even doing drug, if
he behind the wheel, he may kill people. He may
Kill hinself.

And al so, there is distrust, there's
di srespect, there's anger, their broken
relationship happening in this young famly. And
when the husband | onging for the job, he becone
So easy to get irritated and anger and physi cal
abuse. It's not that far away.

Whenever we talk, | worry, | pray,
keep her safe, keep him safe, because when
they're both enotional, who knows what's going to
happen.

And they are wlling to share their
struggl e toni ght because them and ne and many
peopl e here, many people out there, we don't want
this happen to any person, any famly, any
friend, anyone in the street.

And ny friend, they have a | ong
battle, they are fighting right now They are
still in the darkest point in the tunnel because
treating drug takes noney, tine. It's hard to
coordi nate going to rehab, rehab for himreal

difficult place to go and he has a job to keep to
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pay the bill. And we are conmtted, naybe we can
spend years for this couple to build themup, to
get them out of the desert.

So their story, she also told ne,
Sherry, their story is not alone. Their story is
typical. And it takes a |l ot of social resolves
to heal, to rebuild a person, a famly, whoever
i nvol ve in drug addiction.

Can sonebody here tonight inmagine
what if the drug just becones so readily
avai | abl e next door, next to school, what's one
nore person to one nore famly, how nmany years of
our effort will be only for one person and not --
not al one saying the damage will be transforned
to the next generation, to the neighbors. But we
are not giving up for them Even though there is
threat the voice is on the air, they may be
t hi nking, we are not giving up on this couple
because of our Christian faith.

That's why we are here tonight. W
are fulfilling a duty of our citizen of Aurora
and we hope you understand. And we all want opt
out .

Whenever | drive by the road here,
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Aurora, there is a sign. City of what? Lights.
Li ght stands for what? Hope.

So let's be wise. Be responsible.
Never | ose heart. Never |oose hope in our famly
of Aurora. Thank you very nuch.

CHAI RVAN PI LMER:  Thank you. Next in row
seven.,

MR. HUANG Good evening, |adies and
gentlemen. My nane is JimHuang. | live in 2839
Cl arissa lane, Aurora. So | have been resident
of Aurora for nore than seven years.

Marijuana is not sonmething new. It
has been around for a long tine and it has al ways
been illegal for people to plant and consune.

Whay does it now becone a focal point of our daily
conversation?

When people start using the
marijuana for recreational purpose, does that
nmean over the years of a body already adjusted
and i mune to the chem cal introduced by the
drug? What does it nean we already have the
technol ogy today to curve the harmit nay cost?
The answer unknows.

The main reason as we already heard
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tonight is the tax dollar it may collect. | have
no opposition to its nedical use. However, for
the recreational use, I'mnot convinced. And |I'm
sure you already heard so many information from
all the speakers how many danmge it nmay cause.

The tax dollar you collect may give
the City a short-termfinancial relief, a few job
opportunities, but the cost to contain and fix
the damage it may cause is far greater than the
benefit it could bring both financial and
soci al -wi se without nentioning the psychol ogi cal
effect to people.

Marijuana-related traffic deaths,
crime, hospitalization, marijuana relating the
body in canpers (phonetic), safety concern in
communi ty, property val ue going down, all of
these will jeopardize the City reputation,
consunme nore taxpayers' noney, danmaging the
envi ronnment for business investnent and | ower the
standards of our value we believe in.

This is not just talking. It's
al ready happening in Colorado which is the first
state legalized recreational marijuana.

Therefore, for all these reason, |
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will strongly urge you to opt out recreational
marijuana in our Gty of Aurora. It could only
benefit the weed industry but hurt our comrunity.
Qur people is not -- is not ready for this drug
currently physically and nentally.

And here we have all the signature
fromthe conmmunity we collected. It has nore
than 100 signature we collected is going to vote
to opt out marijuana, recreational marijuana for
the City of Aurora.

So thank you four your attention.

CHAI RMAN PI LMER: Thank you. | mght state
for the record that several of you have brought
itenms up to be submtted to the record and
everything we receive tonight wll be attached to
the record.

(Exhibits referenced.)

CHAI RMAN PI LMER:  Next in row seven.

M5. MAY: Hi, nmy nane is Mm My from 1879
Downi ng Creek Lane, Aurora.

About 20 years ago, ny husband and |
were very excited about |ooking for a new hone in
the US. And we were |looking in Naperville. For

the longest tine we couldn't find a house. So
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finally the Realtor said to us, well, if you
don't mnd an Aurora address, |I'll take you to
Aurora. So | didn't know there was such a stigma
attached to living in Aurora, but we bought a
house in Aurora anyway and we do |i ke our

communi ty.

So | know Aurora currently has hired
a redevel opnment conpany to rejuvenate our City.
W say we have so nuch potential and soneone j ust
mentioned the mayor having ice creamin a newice
cream store in downtown area.

So | also | ook at our nei ghbor,
Naperville, who hired -- which hired a
redevel opnent conpany about -- a coupl e decades
ago and we have seen their prosperity in
Naperville. And they have prospered with --

Wi t hout revenue froml egalized drug doll ars.

So we definitely want Aurora to
prosper. | amone of its citizens. But we -- we
want -- and we want God to bless Aurora. W have
to do what's right in God's eyes. It will not
come with the suffering and pain of people from
the ravages of marijuana. So the very real

| ong-term human costs have al ready been presented
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to you.

| urge you to vote with good
conscious to opt out. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN PI LMER:  Thank you. Next in row
seven.
M5. WJ:  Respectful mayor and conm ssioners,

t hank you for giving nme the opportunity. |'m My
Wi residing in 2666 Yorkshire Lane, Lisle. Wy I
cone all the way fromLisle to here is because
Aurora is special to ne. M daughter used to
dance in the dancing school. Every year
Christmastinme they performat the Paranount.
Beautiful theater. | love it. |It's such a great
menory. Now she's in college and still have this
beautiful sweet nenory for that.

| like Aurora. |It's a beautiful
pl ace. Historical place.

Now today | want you to really --
you are all decision-makers. WMke a decision
t hat responsi ble. Consider public health.
Consi der community safety first as a priority.

As previous speaker already said,
the first thing | like to nention that is the

intensity of THC and the conpoundi ng effect of
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THC and al cohol. THC is the main ingredient of
marijuana. And THC as we all know in 1960s, 2 to
4 percent is typical nowit's up to 80,

90 percent on the market. That's 20 to 40-fold

i ncrease. And the worst part is when THC i s
taken with al cohol, it enhances al cohol
absorption, that neans nore al cohol can get into
your body faster.

The bring out in fact is obvious --
Is already recorded in nedical journal. So
what's the result? The result of this
conmbi nation of drug interaction is nore traffic
accident, fatal accident and conmunity health,
safety issue. As recorded in Col orado in past
six years, two-third of fatal traffic accident
related to marijuana were taken along with
al cohol altogether. So this is a very
significant fact.

Pl ease know that al cohol inpair your
motor skills and THC inpair your brain function
and judgnent. Put together, it's tragic.

And a key reality for the THC is the
testing matter. Unlike al cohol, there is a quick

net hod, breat hal yzer nethod on the spot that you
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can test the |level of alcohol.

For THC, there is no on-site quick
nmet hod devel oped yet. |'ma scientist by
training. The nethodology is -- right nowis
extrenely difficult, tinme-consum ng, took few
days, body fluid, testing lab and it cone back.

That woul d i ntroduce trenendous
difficulty for I aw enforcenent to enforce any
regul ation policies on-site. Please think about
this.

Finally, | would Iike to nention
t hat CDC announces | ast week that there are 800
confirmed vapi ng cases cause |ung di sease and
| ung damage. 12 death incurred.

Anong these, the vaping two product,
E-cigarette and marijuana. And State of
Massachusetts al so announce a four-nonth ban on
any vaping product, all of them That include
marijuana. Wiy is it? Think about it.

Once the genie out of a bottle, you
can never take it back. Please, decision-nakers,
Aurora's future safety, health is in your hands.

Pl ease reconsider. Opt out. Thank

you.
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CHAI RVAN PI LMER: Next in row seven. Anybody
else in row seven? W'Ill go to row eight on this
side. Please cone forward.

MR. LEAF: Fellow citizens, ny nane is
Raynond Leaf. | live at 2769 Yorkshire.

M/ wife and | retired here 10 years
ago. I've lived -- | cane tonight because we
heard from our al dernman, we received a postcard
fromhim | cane to learn. And it's the second
postcard we received fromhim And as | was
listening to the talks tonight, one thing that
came up over and over again was about taxes and
supposedly gain of taxes. And it brought to m nd
a previous postcard that we received from our
al derman about the noving of the ganbling casino,
that they're going to nove into our nei ghborhood
over here on farm-- Farnsworth Road.

The City has spent seven and a half
mllion dollars to buy the notels over there and
now t hey want to borrow $100 mllion to nove the
casino there. And as Judd said in his postcard,
casino has $450 million of their own; instead
they want to use taxes of Aurora to pay for

nmovi ng t he casi nos.

Grove & Associates Reporting and Video Services
(630) 462-0060 www.groveandassoc.com



© 00 N oo o B~ w N Pk

N NN NN P B R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©W 00 N O OO M W N B O

CITY OF AURORA PLANNING COMMISSION
RE: Text Amendment to Zoning Ordinance - 10/02/2019

Page 103

| see a di sconnect.

You know, tal king about |ives of
people and terrible devastati on and we' ve
heard and it does take place when using
marijuana. And noney is a big deal, taxes is a
big deal. It seens to ne sonehow that we've got
our values are m xed up here. Are we gonna be
rai sing noney frommarijuana to pay for the
nmovi ng of a casino? Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PI LMER:  Next in row eight. Going
across row eight.

M5. LOPER. Hello, ny nane is Maria Loper,
Tomahawk Trail, Oswego. | would |ike to share a
story that happened to ne a few years ago.

| was about 15 years old and |
decided to buy marijuana off the streets of one
of my friends in California where I'mfrom W
snoked it. And it just so happened to be |aced
with PCP.

Afterwards, we soon realized that it
was | aced and our experience was very
traumati zing and scary for the both of us. She
forgot how to breathe at one point. | was

i magining things. And the fact that California
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| egal i zed recreational marijuana and has
di spensaries just around the corner nmade it so
much nore easy for us to access safe usage of
mari j uana.

| amcurrently 21 years old and
since | turned 21 and was able to buy marijuana
legally in California, | have not had any bad
experiences wwth it. In fact, it not only is not
|l aced with PCP, but it has helped ne with ny
ment al disorders and disabilities, ny physical
disabilities. | have PTSD, for exanple, and it
stops nme from having flashbacks fromthe traumas
|' ve been through.

It's sonething that has hel ped ne
t hrough so many things in |[ife that has even been
able to help ne be able to socialize, be able to
help ne feel nore okay with nyself because |I'm
not so anxious all the tine, I'"'mnot scared. [|'m
able to cal mdown, breathe for a second and if |
even just ingest the oil, the -- maybe even just
rub a little bit on ny shoul der where | have
nerve damage and nuscle tissue danage, |'m able
to nmove it so nmuch better and function better as

a human being all on nmy own.
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| can finally go out in public and
be normal instead of being in pain all the tine
and having to restrict nyself from pl aying
baseball with ny friends, swming |like a
normality teen would like to swmor a normal kid
would like to swmwth their friends. |I'ma big
wat er person, | love the water.

And when | was in high school, |
| oved to play water polo. And | had hurt ny
shoul der back then and | had to stop playing it.

But now | can go back to playing water polo. |

can go back to swming. | can go back to
basebal | and continue to have a normal life just
i ke everybody else. | no |onger have to feel so

much pain just wal king around in nmy daily life.
| say opt in to the dispensaries
here. That's all | have to say. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN PI LMER:  Thank you. Next?

MR. FROST: Hello. John Frost from 992 North
Chio Street. | support Aurora opting in for
recreational marijuana sal es.

W' ve heard kind of a | ot of
m si nformati on here today but also sone

information, msinformation, that actually
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supports opting in for marijuana sal es.

You know, there is sinple things
like the attribution of marijuana -- driving --
or driving deaths and marijuana rel ated causes in
Col orado. However, we know that those tests can
be run with -- with marijuana that's been in
peopl e's systens for up to 30 days fromthat
tine.

So those -- those figures are a
little twsted and | think it's inportant to
recogni ze that as -- as sone ot her peopl e have
brought up, we're alnost in an island right now
Naperville has voted to not allow marijuana
sales; Oswego is talking about it; Plainfield is
tal ki ng about not allowng it.

What that does is it causes people
to have to drive further if they want to get
marijuana. |If you're worried about people
driving high, you know, they will be driving
further and people fromAurora wll be going to
t hose places to get marijuana, you know, beyond
OGswego, Plainfield, Naperville, where they can
get it.

It's been brought up that there
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won't be any noney made fromthis. |'mnot
necessarily in favor of full 3 percent tax. |
think the 2 percent is very reasonable and |
think it's inportant to point out that there is
over a billion dollars in revenue generated in
Col orado since its |legalization there. That's
one billion, billion with a B.

Thi ngs have been brought up about
kids and marketing to kids. W know that we'll
not be able to market marijuana to kids. W know
that, you know, we've conme up -- | like the
proposal fromthe Cty to not allow depictions of
peopl e using marijuana or the plants or
par aphernalia on i nages outside of recreational
shops. | think kids should not use marijuana and
| think by legalizing it, you're actually
preventing kids fromusing it.

| grewup in St. Charles and there,
| -- when | was in high school | could not find a
single person to get alcohol. | wanted to have a
party one tinme, nobody could get any al cohol.

Al cohol was legal and it was sold to 21-year ol ds
In stores.

If I wanted to, | could contact

Grove & Associates Reporting and Video Services
(630) 462-0060 www.groveandassoc.com



© 00 N oo o B~ w N Pk

N NN NN P B R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©W 00 N O OO M W N B O

CITY OF AURORA PLANNING COMMISSION
RE: Text Amendment to Zoning Ordinance - 10/02/2019

Page 108

probably 50 people who could get marijuana. |
didn't want to but I could easily do that.
Because of that availability of
marijuana, the -- the gateway drug aspect of
marijuana i s not due to marijuana, it's due to
contact with people who are doing illegal sales
of illicit substances who have |ow -- |ow noral s

and | ow st andar ds.

Those -- that contact wth soneone
who is wlling to sell marijuana all ows you that
contact for soneone who is wlling to sell

cocai ne or heroin or any of those other things.
And vol unteering at Habitat For
Humani ty and ot her pl aces, nearly one ubi quitous
fact existed between people that | asked, how did
you get into using opiates or other things.
There was a few cases of -- of
addi cti on based on pill usage, you know, doctors'
prescriptions and things getting out of control.
But nearly every other case was based on the fact
t hat because nmarijuana was illegal, they were in
contact with a person who coul d get them ot her
illegal substances. If we sell it in stores, you

know, it's regul ated, we understand it, we can

Grove & Associates Reporting and Video Services
(630) 462-0060 www.groveandassoc.com



© 00 N oo o B~ w N Pk

N NN NN P B R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©W 00 N O OO M W N B O

CITY OF AURORA PLANNING COMMISSION
RE: Text Amendment to Zoning Ordinance - 10/02/2019

Page 109

control it, and they don't have that access.

In regards to potency, this is
actually a serious problem The problemis that
marijuana is available. Mrijuana is -- can be
bought on the black market easily and cone
January 1st, it wll be able to be purchased in
I111inois.

| f you do not know the potency, you
do not know what you're getting. |If you go to a
store, fromwhat |'ve seen, there is |abeling and
testing that shows the percentage of marijuana
that's contained in different products as well
as, you know, allow ng you to understand if you
have a nonqualified nedi cal need, you can
purchase marijuana that fits the specific
circunstance that you have |i ke sone people
menti oned skin cream and things |Iike that that
can help them but also different types of
marijuana that can help them w thout getting them
hi gh.

And ny biggest point in wanting to
opt in to recreational marijuana sal es goes back
to the fact that prohibition in | arge areas and

especially smaller areas surrounded by -- so in
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an island of prohibition, what happens is it
feeds the black market. It allows people to --
to, you know -- it allows gangs to sell
marijuana. It allows interactions with people
who do ot her drugs, who do other illegal things.
It pronotes violence between people in an
unregul ated sale situation and it generally
festers illegal action initself. The sinple
exi stence is there.

So we wll not be able to keep
marijuana away fromour kids fromthem
understanding that it exists, that it is a thing.
We need to educate them By selling nmarijuana
recreationally, we can fund schools to do that.
We can continue to do that education in schools
and we can know what they're being exposed to it,
when we need to tell themwhat it is, and explain
that it's dangerous to use it as they're young
and nmaybe even say that it's dangerous to use it
when they're adults. But to be able to control
that situation and control their exposure froma
perspective of putting it in the hands of
regulation and the Cty's ability to derive how

ki ds get exposed to nmarijuana and its ubiquitous
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presence in society.
So please opt in to selling
marijuana recreationally in Aurora. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN PI LMER: Thank you. Anybody else in
row ei ght?

M5. SWANSON:  Laura Swanson, 2366 Legacy
Drive. The Medical Cannabis Pilot Program Act
set a distance for cultivation site to be
2500 feet. Having listened to your information
about 500 feet, | don't see why that is
necessary. Wiy not do what is recommended by
pushing the envelope in going further into -- as
cl ose as we can get to a school or a daycare.

That's where | have a problem |I'm
not opposed to peopl e choosing to snoke marijuana
whether it's for nedical instances or for
recreation as long as they're adults.

Sonmebody used the exanple of a

15-year old. | hope that 15-year olds can't wal k
into a store here. | don't know if one can wal k
inin California at 15. | didn't realize that

the age was that young there.
And then | live near the Mlitor

site which is the cultivation site. And back in
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2015, they did not get the license and they've
been fighting with another site in Zion. It is
nmy understanding that they are currently grow ng
marijuana in there. And they do not have a
license to do that and this is according to an
article that just cane out fromthe Tribune over
t he weekend.

And the City of Aurora has been
funding for the past two years a | awsuit enjoi ned
wWwith this site and Mdolitor. | can't renenber the
name of the conpany that's running the site. So
our tax payer dollars, anybody in here were
enjoined in helping with those | egal costs for
that site currently. So that | have an issue
wi t h.

So | don't have confidence in the
Cty of Aurora to nmake good choices in where to
pl ace these di spensaries or a cultivation site.
The current one is | ess than 2500 feet and neki ng
your own assessnents at 500 feet nakes sense?

You can put it anywhere you want. W have a high
school down the street. W have residential
areas, we have apartnents, we have hones. And to

| earn that they're currently growi ng wthout a

Grove & Associates Reporting and Video Services
(630) 462-0060 www.groveandassoc.com



© 00 N oo o B~ w N Pk

N NN NN P B R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©W 00 N O OO M W N B O

CITY OF AURORA PLANNING COMMISSION
RE: Text Amendment to Zoning Ordinance - 10/02/2019

Page 113

license, it's still a felony.

Sonmebody nentioned the |evel of a
federal offense that it is and | do believe that
that's -- that's incorrect to be doing that.

So | want to bring that your
attention. | know you don't make the decisions
but who is nmaking the decisions behind the scenes
Wi t hout proper authorization to be grow ng
wi thout a |license?

Thank you.

CHAI RMAN PI LMER: Thank you. Anybody else in
row ei ght?

M5. ZHANG  Menber of the City council,
|"'m-- nmy nane is Libing Zhang. |'m Aurora
resident for 20 years. | live in 3869 Cheryl
Court, Aurora.

| conme here and stand here | just
want to express ny point. To build a better
community, we need to say no to be the retail
sal e of recreational cannabis in Aurora. To keep
our city strong health and safe, we should say no
to drug profit.

My personally, since noving to

Aurora, | really love this city. So that's why |
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living there. |I'man original honeowner and |'ve
been there for 20 years. | |ove the environnent,
t he education, the good school district and |

| ove the shopping -- the Aurora outlet mall. So
that's a lot of good facility and service and the
very good community area and the service.

So | know and based through ny | ast
20 years experience, | see Cty of Aurora nmake a
| ot of efforts to try and strive to nake Aurora a
better place to live.

So | see so many people nove their
hone to Aurora. And since | nove in 1999 to this
year is exactly 20 years. |f count on the nunber
of the residents, there is a 40 percent --

40 percent of popul ation increase. So we know

that Aurora is a better place to live in. And

| " m happy about | living here and choose Aurora
as nmy honet own.

But at this point of time, |I cone
here, | want to say we want you say no to
mari j uana because nmarijuana is not a -- just a
regul ar thing you can use and without any -- in
fact, actually using marijuana, there is a | ot

of -- cause a lot of negative and long-term
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effect and the problem

Through the research and studyi ng
Purdue and New Zeal and and ot her research, they
al ready show the use of marijuana wll | ower
brain power. They affect the brain devel opnent,
the 1Q can decline eight point the score. And
even though you stop using the marijuana, you
cannot go back.

So -- and also, it inspite
(phonetic) the nenory. Using the marijuana
affect the nenory, |earn concentration and
attention, difficulty with critical thinking and
the problens of it. And also, the using
marijuana |l ead to worse education. And based on
t he studying for the student who is using and
consune the marijuana has marked |inked to nore
not finish the high school, nore high rate not
finish the high school and coll ege.

So -- and al so, using marijuana we
al ready -- many peopl e al ready nention about
this, causing the driving dangerous. Experience
dangerous effect, the slow reaction, decrease
coordination and difficult reaction signal and

easy to cause the accident for that. And if a
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person or -- with the pregnant and during the
pregnant using the marijuana, that's what affect
t he baby devel opnent. They increase of the risk
of the baby's brain and the behavi ors.

So think about this is actually --
IS very, very dangerous to using marijuana. But
there is a survey, it's nonitor in future survey.
The survey shows the nore high -- high nunber of
t he student, they thought about the |ast risk.
They don't think that taking or using marijuana
iIs a high risk. They don't think risk. The
t hought is very normal because one of the reason
is legalization of the marijuana in so nmany
states. It's caused this.

And if the legal say this is |egal
and we say no, this is so nuch wong, but why do
this? And so actions affect is the many young
people, they don't think it's risk. But actually
Is risk. So this is an action makes think it's
nore urgent, nore dangerous. Make our feel |ike
everything is normal. \Wen we open the store
people is -- student and anyone is easily to
reach marijuana store. |s so easy because that

I's ny neighborhood, in ny next street, right?
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But at the sane tine, there is so
many horri bl e and dangerous, the risk we're
taking. | feel very touched the gentlenen just
tal k about, he using his life experience, life
testinmony, to say thousands of bad things about
marijuana. That his |ife experience. For us, we
cannot use it, but we still, we know, we see
them sonething wong or sonething, what is wong
and what is right.

So we cone to a situation is the
very risk of the marijuana and to nmake people
feel or especially student, they feel no risk.
Everything is good. |If this isn't right, what do
we want a city to be known for? W want a city
to be a healthy strong and good educati on. Not
just say to nmake revenue and to pay the price,
take the risk.

And ones we want to change and the
things the community, the environnent is
different. And that is too |ate.

So cone here, | want to say no. No,
the retail sale of the recreational marijuana in
Aur or a.

Pl ease take opt out and thank you
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for make decision, nmake the w se decision. Thank
you.
CHAI RMAN PI LMER:  Thank you. Anybody else in
row ei ght there?
We'll nove to row nine. Please cone
f orwar d
M5. ZHU. H . M nanme is Fengga Zhu, 2302
Hudson, Aurora. | have three kids, three boy.
One el enentary school, another high school and
another one is in college. | strong oppose
recreational marijuana for only one reason: Lead
our kids not into tenptation.
For protect our children, | choose
opt out. Thank you.
CHAI RMAN PI LMER:  Thank you. Next in row
ni ne? Anybody el se? Row nine?
MR. HAN: Hi, everyone. M nane is Kai Han.
"' ma honeowner of 1855 Tall QGaks Drive unit
3308. I think it make no sense financially to
have this business in our city. And soneone wll
make noney but not the governnent, not the city.
Derive nore revenue fromthis, that
nmeans nore people are consuni ng, are using

mari juana, and nore opportunity that children are
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I nvol ved.

| f the marijuana dispensary is
| egalized in our city, it will give our children
the wong nessage. Marijuana is okay. It's not
such addicting drug. It is a privilege only for
adults. It would be so cool to try sonet hing
adult can only use.

Actual |y, according to a recent
survey data in Col orado, the percentage of -- the
percentage of the 12 to 17-year ol ds using
marijuana is higher in every |legal marijuana
state. There is a national average.

W don't mnd other cities to, we
just need to requlation, make regul ation for the
kids for the future.

Once you wei gh today, we still have
opportunity in the future to opt inif it is
really good, but today | think it's too rushed to
make the decision today because Illinois only
legalize it in June if | renmenber.

For other states, they legalize this
marijuana, recreational marijuana. Usually takes
about 16 nonths. But for us, it is only like

three nonths |left. It is too rushed to nake a
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decision. W need to do nore research. Let the
data show if it is worth it to have this business
to bring this business into our city. Thank you
for your attention.

CHAIl RMAN PI LMER:  Thank you. Anybody else in
row ni ne?

MR. GAO (Good evening, |adies and gentl enen.
My nanme is Zhaosheng Gao. | live at 4138
Bet hl ehnem Road the City of Aurora.

Tonight | cone here just want to
vote opt out because | search internet and a | ot
of information show that marijuana is a drug that
does great damage both physically and nentally to
the honme and body.

So | hear several people nention
that famly. So although marijuana -- |egalizing
recreational marijuana can bring sone maybe
revenue, but the cost is too high to nmake a
profit or to benefit, really benefit our city,
our conmmunity because it cause trouble. It cause
nmore problem Thank you.

CHAI RMAN PI LMER.  Thank you.
M5. FANG Good evening. M nane is Xiuzhen

Fang. |'m Aurora citizen. | live at 2049
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Foxtail Drive for seven years now. | have two
children. I'mwiting to you to encourage you to
opt out regarding the retail recreational
marijuana sales in Aurora. Please protect
reputation of our city and the famly that we

| ove.

Medi cal marijuana is avail able here
inlllinois. |If you have a chronic pain that
need marijuana, go to doctor, go get from nedi cal
THC di spensary. W are discounting recreational
marij uana, not nedical marijuana.

There is distinct between the two so
pl ease do not confuse. Public health,
concentration of THC, THC danage your brain. The
term marijuana plant or cannabis plant often
m suse of THC, the case | call active ingredient.

THC damage you brain, especially in

teens and the children who will be the next
source to our -- to nove our econony to a higher
| evel .

The concentration | evel of marijuana
today has changed fromthat in 1960,
substantially. Back in 1960, 2 to 4 percent

marijuana were typical. To date, the |evel
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I ncrease three to four-fold to 8 to 12 percent
due to plant breedi ng technol ogy, newer
extracting formfrom40 to 90 percent active
ingredient. This is not marijuana old folks in
1960 knows anynore. It is highly concentrated.

Public safety. THC nmay not
I mredi ately curing, but it can make |ong-term
damage and nmake al cohol nore |ethal because add
cycle activities effect. Colorado statistics
show that two third of people with marijuana was
used together wth al cohol or other drugs. It is
known that THC can enhance absorption of al cohol.
They made a conpoundi ng effect nore dangerous.

| npact of adding one nore drug to
Anerica is not as addictive additive effect on
public health and safety. It is a nultiplying
detrinmental effect. Allow ng recreational
marijuana use will cause nore enmergency room
visit, nore traffic death due to multiple
substance m suse. As evidenced in Col orado, nore
traffic accidents nean nore innocent lives to be
taken away. Make our community and surroundi ng
nice and safe. Opt out, please.

Marijuana is federal law -- federal
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il1legal drug. Many conpani es do drug screening
during hiring process. |If candidate fails drug
test, applicant is automatically rejected.

| f enpl oyee caught perform ng duties
under drug influence, they are subject to
termnation. Since marijuana stays in body for a
long tine, if nore people have easier access to
it, nore people will have hard tine to find a job
or keep their jobs.

Oct ober 7, 2016, at 9:00 P. M a
precious nine years old girl Katie was on her way
back from her rehearsal. She was killed by
sonmeone snoke marijuana and drunken dri vi ng.

She -- he ended up in prison for 13 years. But
the innocent little girl wth her beautiful
little life just about to start and to explore
she [ oss her life,.

As a nother of two children, | can
i magine the pain, the grief of Katie's famly.

We have many parents al dernen, al derwonen here.
Can you imagine if this happen to you, your
famly, your loved ones. Potential little
preci ous, precious kid could becone a scientist

or engi neering -- or engineer, a source of our

Grove & Associates Reporting and Video Services
(630) 462-0060 www.groveandassoc.com



© 00 N oo o B~ w N Pk

N NN NN P B R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©W 00 N O OO M W N B O

CITY OF AURORA PLANNING COMMISSION
RE: Text Amendment to Zoning Ordinance - 10/02/2019

Page 124

econony. You thought know edge serve our society
but marijuana ended her life unfairly.

At such a young stage can you
I magi ne how many scientists or engineer will be
killed in the future if we have easy access to
marijuana. Marijuana indeed indirectly decrease
or damage our econoni cs, our young generation,
our lives. Money can earn and can wait. CQur
lives cannot. Thank you very nuch.

CHAI RMAN PI LMER: Thank you. Anybody el se
fromrow nine?

M5. PAN. Hi, nmy nane is Dora Pan and | live
at 2330 Hudson Circle, Aurora. Fol ks have
br ought enough information, data to denonstrate
t he consequence of using marijuana.

It's destroying our |life, destroying
our health and destroying our famly and the
community. Here | just want to share a short
story. M best friend s daughter didn't finish
school and didn't find a job because of marijuana
usi ng.

When she was in high school, her
friend in the same cl ass brought her marijuana

and then they started using that and they becane
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addi cted and | oss of control and eventually
didn't finish high school. But the worse thing
is the famlies fell apart.

More -- a lot of tears, a |lot of
di sappoi ntnent and worries. So these girls
couldn't find the job they dreaned of. | just
don't want to hear nore of such stories.

Here I'"murging the Gty council to
support the opt out. Thank you very nuch.

CHAI RVAN PI LMER:  Thank you. Anybody else in
row nine? W'Ill go to row ten.

MR GOMMEL: M nane is Bill Gomel, 2558 Qak
Trail Drive, fifth ward.

You know, we've heard a | ot of
testinmony toni ght about the energency roomis
going to be inpacted, the nore marijuana inpaired
driving, nore costs on the police, the marijuana
IS nore potent today, the social costs of using
marijuana and the difficulty of finding drug-free
enpl oyees. Probably all of these are true.

The real culprit here is the state
who has nade it legal to have marijuana. So
opting out will not stop marijuana from being

consuned legally by the residents of our city.
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| grew up in a dry county where they
didn't sell alcohol because they didn't think it
was right for people to drink alcohol. Right
down the mddle of the community ran the County
Line Road. All the churches were on the county
side that were dry; all the bars were on the
county line side that were not dry.

On Sundays, when church got out, you
could see the cars comng fromthe parking lots
of the church driving into the parking |lots of
the bars. The people went to church, but they
still went to the bars.

Marijuana is going to be used by
residents of Aurora whether Aurora is in or out.
Qur police are gonna have to deal with it,
whet her Aurora is in or out. Qur energency roons
are going to deal with it whether Aurora is in or
out. People are gonna use it because it's | egal
just like people use alcohol. And unfortunately,
peopl e abuse al cohol and we've heard sone tragic
results of that. There will probably be that
with marijuana too whether or not Aurora is in or
out .

You need to opt in. To get sone of
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the costs offset. Sure, it may not be a w ndfall
for the city, but it's gonna be nore than if it's
opted out. You need to opt in to get sone
controls. |If you're out, you have no controls.
Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PI LMER:  Thank you. Next in row
ten?

MR. ENGLE: Hello, ny nane is Anthony Engl e.
| live at 847 West Galena. |'ma native. | was
born and rai sed here. 41 years old. Lived on
the east side, now !l live on the west side.

| have seen Aurora grow ng up.

Looks beautiful now. \When I was younger a little

nore busi nesses. Sone gone. The city is | ooking

pretty.

| believe you should pass it, get
nmore noney in, nore stuff wll grow The
naysayers, | -- | believe they need to do nore
research.

You guys get the noney, put it
towards the education, educate the ol der and the
young. Because obvi ously nobody is gonna be
research good enough. Everybody is still Reefer

Madness, drinking and driving. Everybody
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knows -- close to ny age, anybody in their 40s
they know, narijuana stays in your system
30 days. You can snpoke it one tine it's in there
t he whole nonth. The next nonth it's not there.

So if they're drinking towards the
tail end of that nonth, it's gonna show up in the
system So the drinking and driving and snoking
marijuana, the conbo, you can't tell if they were
still snmoking at the sane tinme they did it.

So if you guys pass it, use the
noney W sely. Keep building the city, nake it
| ook beautiful. Thank you.

CHAI RVAN PI LMER:  Thank you. Next in row 10.
MR, AOPAKARKLIS: Good evening. M nane is

Jonat han Aopkarklis. | reside at 407 Parker
Avenue in Aurora, Illinois. | have |lived here
for 10 years.

| have been a | ong-tinme cannabis
user and advocate for nost of nmy adult life. |
am a father and husband, a hard-worki ng man who
holds a full-tinme job working six days a week.
Not your typical |azy stoner that novies and
video portray. | amexcited that in the future

nmont hs, cannabis wll be legal for all adults in
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our great State of Illinois to |egally purchase,
possess, and consune.

There are mllions of cannabis users
around the world. We live in a world where
al cohol and cigarettes are sold al nost anywhere
within a five-mle radius of our hones yet can
cause way nore problens in our society. Al cohol
Is also deeply integrated within our society and
accepted drug of choice for mlIlions of people
many of which do not see it as a drug.

| can also tell you from experience,
cannabis is a safer substance to use
recreationally. | believe the true gateway drug
is alcohol. 1It's the one | was exposed to first,
taking a sip of ny dad's beer at a famly
bar becue nmany years ago.

Facts and studies are there. |
enj oy using cannabis and yes, | enjoy using
cannabi s and drinking the occasional beer. |It's
a person's choice what we put in their bodies.

Way shoul d adul ts who use cannabi s
be puni shed person and | ooked down upon in our
society. The days of fearnongering and Reefer

Madness are over. All based on false facts and
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raci al tendenci es.

People tend to fear what they don't
know. Cannabis users need to cone out and have
our voices heard. W shouldn't have to drive
four towns over just to purchase a substance that
can hel p many rel ax, destress and cal mthe m nd.
Yes, cannabis can be abused. So can al cohol,
cigarettes and ot her things.

| f Aurorians can't purchase cannabis
here, they will just travel to the next town and
get it there just to bring it back hone to enjoy
m ssing out on tax revenues.

Many people can find relief for many
ailments wth the responsi bl e use of cannabis.

Al'l om ng recreational marijuana
busi nesses to operate in Aurora would bring in
extra tax revenue hel ping our community. The sky
Is not going to fall over it.

Pl ease do the right thing, opt in
and all ow recreational narijuana businesses to
open up shop here. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN PI LMER: Thank you. Next? Anybody
else in row ten?

MR. MARCICO. My nane is Anthony Marcico.
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|"mfromBartlett, Illinois. Chairman and nenber
of the plan comm ssion, | want to thank you for
your patience and diligence during this evening.

Also |like to point out everyone who
has spoken today that this is a hearing -- this
Is not a hearing on whether to | egalize adult use
cannabi s; that has already happened. This is
recomendi ng body about the zoning regulation to
oversee how adult use cannabis woul d be
regul ated, controlled and overseen in Aurora.

There has been a | ot of appeals, a
| ot of personal opinions that have been displ ayed
today. And as a nenber of the cannabis
community, I'Il rebut sone of those. First
overwhel m ng one that we heard today is that
cannabis is a gateway drug. That is a nyth and
that has been -- that's been proven over and over
again that cannabis is not a gateway drug.

The National Institute on Drug Abuse
has concl uded the overwhelmng majority of people
who use cannabis do not nove on to harder
substances. And the US Attorney Ceneral Loretta
Lynch has stated that marijuana is not a gateway.

And to talk about gateway drugs is nostly in
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correlation to the opioid crisis in Illinois.
| "' mtal ki ng about heroin where npbst cases start
Wi th prescription drug problem Then because
they need nore of that feeling of the
prescription drugs, they nove on to heroin.

There has al so been tal k of
I ncreased access |leading to increased use.
Sonet hing that hasn't been tal ked about today is
the decrease in opioid prescriptions filled in
states that have adult use prograns, significant
decreases. Illinois has 20 percent higher opioid
overdoses than the national average.

Anot her issue that has not been
tal ked about today is Forbes reported that there
has been a 15 percent decline in states with
cannabis legislation. So while there may be
I ncreased use of cannabis, there is al so decrease
in nore illicit drugs.

Sonmeone sai d today we shoul d be
| earning fromother states and | heard Col orado
cone up several tinmes today and | think that may
be the worst analogy to use and we should | earn
fromthat. Colorado has over a thousand cannabis

licenses. I|llinois has done an amazing job and a
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diligent job on passing legislation with strict
testing standards and oversi ght.

II'linois flower and cannabi s
products are not allowed to have pesticides or
fungicides. They're all tested for those as well
as mcrobials. W're talking about the vaping
crisis, nost of that has been tied to the
substance vitamn E acetate which there was al so
a nmeno put out by IDFPR, that -- and Depart nent
of Ag that cultivators cannot have these in their
vape products.

Many of the cultivators and
processors in Illinois have also put out public
statenents saying that they do not use these
substances. That is a product of the black
mar ket and that is sonething that Aurora has an
ability to conbat. W have an opportunity to
control the outcone. Cannabis has been
| egali zed. Adult use has been |l egalized. And
the | adies and gentl enen here can control the
out cone.

| want to comrend Aurora on maki ng
nore strict distance requirenents than the state.

| heard sonet hing about not having a stricter
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requi renent, but for dispensing facilities, there
are no distance requirenents that the state has
put in place. The Cty of Aurora is proposing
500-foot requirenent. Also nore strict hours for
operation for dispensing than state requirenents.

| think some of the obvious benefits
of opting in, job creation and tax revenue.

Lastly | think sonething that has
been tal ked about a couple tinmes but really needs
to be enphasi zed is the undeni abl e fact that
mnorities have been di sproportionately affected
by the war on drugs. This is sonething that has
been com ng up very recently in the news and |
think Illinois has al so done a great job of
maki ng this rel evant.

In the com ng nonths, there is going
to be another rounds of applications for dis --
for social equity applicants. And | heard at the
begi nning of this neeting that Aurora is thinking
about capping the nunber of |icenses that are
proposed in the Gty of Aurora and | woul d stress
that it is very inportant and it's our
responsibility to reserve sone of those for the

social equity applicants that are comng up in
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the foll ow ng year.

Wth respect to zoning, | think we
have that opportunity and stress that this body
here has the opportunity to control the outcone
of what happens in Aurora. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN PI LMER:  Thank you. Anybody else in
row ten or the back of the roon? |Is there anyone
el se that hasn't spoken that would |ike to speak
before the conm ssion.

Sir, were you sworn in earlier?

MR. LIANG Yeah. M nane is Zhigang Liang.
| live in 1015 QGakhill Drive, Aurora.

Peopl e tal ki ng about | egalizing
mari juana and al so tal k about education. | think
currently our society also put nuch effort to
educat e our people and, you know, still educate
to the marijuana so how can we do a better job
with the | egalization of marijuana.

| "' mt hinking about the danger of the
marijuana to a body. | strongly suggest we, all
of us, the city opt out of the recreational
marijuana. Thank you.

CHAI RMAN PI LMER:  Anyone el se that hasn't

spoken that would Iike to do so?
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Seeing none, |I'mgoing to close the
public hearing. And | would like to thank
everyone who took the tine to provide rel evant
testinmony this evening and | want to ask staff to
cone forward and there is a couple itens | think
we had sone questions and clarifications.

And | tried to wite sone of these
down here but maybe you can -- the 500-f oot
di stance, if you can clarify that?

MR. SIEBEN. The proposal in the text
anmendnment is 500-foot separation fromschools to
any -- any licensee.

CHAIRVAN PI LMER: | think the 2500 was a
cultivation center, wasn't it?

MR, SIEBEN. That had had to do with the
original nedical requirenents, the nedical
marij uana requirenments.

Deb, do you want to answer that?

M5. LANG The 2500 feet was with the nedical
marijuana | egislation passed in 2013. That is
not in the new recreational marijuana anendnents.
So the 500 feet is what we cane to as an anount.

Currently in our liquor code, it is

100 feet from school zones in section 6-13D and

Grove & Associates Reporting and Video Services
(630) 462-0060 www.groveandassoc.com



© 00 N oo o B~ w N Pk

N NN NN P B R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©W 00 N O OO M W N B O

CITY OF AURORA PLANNING COMMISSION
RE: Text Amendment to Zoning Ordinance - 10/02/2019

Page 137

that's for 100 feet to a grade school, mddle
school, alternative school or high school. So
this is a further distance than what's currently
i n our |iquor code.

CHAIl RMAN PI LMER:  Thank you. And then |
think there was a di scussi on about potenti al
| awsuit that maybe just comrent that anybody w ||
have to follow the |icenses of the state of
I111inois.

MR. SIEBEN. Right. The existing nedical
marijuana cultivation facility on D ehl Road does
have a state license, so | believe that was
granted several years ago.

CHAIl RVAN PI LMER: Age 21 or older to purchase
mari j uana.

MR. SIEBEN: Yes. That's a state
requi renment. No one under -- | don't believe
anyone under 21 can even be in the building.

CHAI RVAN PILMER:  And then | don't know -- |
think the Gty council wll address tax, how tax
revenue Wl |l be depl oyed.

M5. LANG Currently, we just passed the
portion on what the tax would be so we can get it

into the Illinois Departnent of Revenue. So that

Grove & Associates Reporting and Video Services
(630) 462-0060 www.groveandassoc.com



© 00 N oo o B~ w N Pk

N NN NN P B R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©W 00 N O OO M W N B O

CITY OF AURORA PLANNING COMMISSION
RE: Text Amendment to Zoning Ordinance - 10/02/2019

Page 138

if we he do opt in, we would be able to coll ect
the sales tax because it takes about 90 days to
process that paperwork. So if January 1st is the
start date and the city decides to opt in, we
woul d be able to collect the taxes in a tinely
manner .

We're still in discussion on how
that noney will be disbursed.

CHAI RMAN PI LMER:  Any ot her questions of
staff?

M5. ONUSU- SAFO. | have a question. What is
the city proposing in terns of the nunber of
di spensaries that would be allowed to operate in
Aur or a.

MR. SIEBEN. The second to the |ast gentl enen
said he thought he heard that there was a
proposed [imtation on the nunber for dispensary.
We're not proposing that. [|I'msure it wll be --
the state will only issue a certain anmount if a
special use is granted by the city, but we are
not proposing at this tine.

M5. LANG In addition to what | had
explained, the [imtation is going to be on

arterial ways as he described earlier during the
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hearing. That is the limtation and the 500 feet
fromthe school

So that will limt the areas in the
city.

M5. ONUSU- SAFO.  But there is no distance
froma residential area, right?

MR SIEBEN: |'msorry?

M5. ONUSU-SAFO | know if it's an arteri al
and it's 500 feet wwth I think with 1500-f oot
separation between dispensaries; is there any
restrictions on proximty to residential.

MR. SIEBEN. No, there is nothing in the
state act and the city is not proposing that,
just the 500-foot to schools.

There is 1500-foot separation
bet ween di spensaries. That's a state act. And
then we're limting it to special use within only
certain zoning districts and then they have to
abut an arterial highway which is the highest
cl assification on a highway.

MR HULL: | would like to cooment. 500 feet
Is absolutely too close to any school. Let's
just put it down right now There is no way |

coul d support anything that's gonna be -- and you
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won't find a liquor store within 100 feet of a
school, you certainly won't find one in district
204.

Now you may find sonething -- you
know, ny house, ny hone, | live in Wst Marywood
area and | counted in ny mnd over ten |iquor
stores wwthin a half mle of ny hone.

And east Aurora school district 131,
we don't have a |library branch, we don't have a
maj or food grocery store in our district. There
is all kinds of other ways -- we have mattress
stores, auto parts stores and restaurants, snall
restaurants. And so 500 feet is absolutely -- |
wi |l not support anything. 1500, m ninmum

And so | didn't expect to have to
say anything and | know | may ranbl e sonewhat
because | didn't plan on saying a | ot about this.
But what | wll say is all the tal k about
revenue, okay, |'ll just say this: The tollway
was gonna go to the schools; the casino, when the
casino first opened, we were reconstructing an
asphalt and 26 lane mles per year with the
casino revenue. All of those things have gone

down.
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The State of California -- and I'm
saying all this because | am anbi val ent about the
whol e situation. The State of California has
al so put out a report that since they have gone
with the |l egal marijuana dispensaries, that many
of them are going out of business because the
recreational users are still going to the black
mar ket because it's cheaper; they're not
interested. The kids on the east side of Aurora
are not going to go to that dispensary because
they can't afford that. They can't afford it.

Am | excited that a 15 year old is
not gonna have that put on his record and ruin
his chance to get into college or to get a job?
Absolutely. But I'mnot in the business of
wat chi ng the governnent get in the business of
di stributing drugs, selling -- making it legal in
this town. You talk about what you love? | |ove
Aur ora enough that |1've been on the east side of
Aurora for the last 33 years and | -- | could
have lived any ward | wanted to live but | chose
to stay when people were flagging and runni ng and
just trying to get out. And | stayed and |
f ought .
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And | don't don't want to see a
di spensary anywhere on the east side of Aurora.
Well, we'll put it like this: 1'll speak for
district 131, and | haven't spoken to the people
at district 131 to ask them |'m speaking as a
citizen and a tax payer of district 131. | don't
want to see a dispensary over there.

And when | brought up the fact that
the governnent is getting involved in this and
tal ki ng about the taxes and the revenues, no. M
community, so all of you that are not
African- Anerican, thanks for the help but I'm
going to speak on behalf of that. M community
has -- has an econony built on their back | ocked
up in jail because of marijuana sal es, nonviol ent
crimes, and now the governnment wants to say let's
open up dispensaries. | don't think so.

And when | was at West Aurora in the
"70s, what did they do when they wanted quality
mari juana? They went to St. Charles. They went
to Geneva. They went to OGswego. They went to
Yorkville. Because that's where they had the
good stuff at, so to speak.

And so for -- for those of you, |
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appreciate all the data, but you can nake data
say anything you like to say. Wether it's about
revenue or whether it's about the effects of it.

"Il tell you what | can tell you
about the effects of marijuana, and |I'm not
ashanmed to say it. | haven't snoked marijuana in
three or four decades. But what | can tell you
Is when | started -- this is the truth -- when |
started, one thing happened to ne: \Wen it cane
to school, | didn't quite like it as nuch. |
didn't quite care as much. And | was a good
student. And | still, because God bl essed ne
wWth a certain anount of sense, was able to get
through it, get through school, got through
col l ege, got through all of that. But at the
sane tine, | didn't see it the sane way. It was
al ways, Just do enough, Ray, to get by and that
will be it.

But it -- | canme to work everyday.

So all of you saying |"'mnot going to cone to

work, | -- fromthe tine that, you know, |'m
saying when | quit, | still canme to work, |
wor ked, | started working at 16. | was snopking

and | was working, so don't tell ne that
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everybody that snokes wll be lazy. That's not
necessarily true. Yes, there are slackers; yes,
there are burnouts. And so, you know, there is a
lot to this but I"msaying for ne, for east
Aurora, | don't want to see a dispensary over

t here.

How about giving us a library
branch? How about that? How about doi ng
sonething that's going to put sonething el se.

| f you have one out in 204, great.

On 59, if they're dispensing weed out there, |

didn't know anything about it. Geat. |If they
want that revenue out there -- and |' m not
speaking for all of east Aurora, |'m speaking for

Ray Hull and how | feel about anything of that
sort opening up in district 131 -- we have enough
I ssues and enough chal | enges and 500 feet w |

get a no vote from ne.

The City council needs to nake that
adjustnment. | knowit's going to happen. It's
goi ng to happen. But no matter how | vote or how
anybody el se votes, there is gonna be sone
di spensaries here but we really need to consider

that. 500 feet wthin a school? Really?

Grove & Associates Reporting and Video Services
(630) 462-0060 www.groveandassoc.com



© 00 N oo o B~ w N Pk

N NN NN P B R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©W 00 N O OO M W N B O

CITY OF AURORA PLANNING COMMISSION
RE: Text Amendment to Zoning Ordinance - 10/02/2019

Page 145

You know, the next question | would
ask is everybody that came up with that sol ution,
how many of you live in Aurora? Just asking
because | know city enpl oyees don't have to live
I n Aurora.

M. Chairman?

CHAI RMAN PI LMER:  Thank you.

M5. HEAD:. Just so | understand, when you
bring up roads, are you talking like Galena --

MR SIEBEN: Route 59 --

M. HEAD: -- 31 --

MR. SIEBEN. (Ogden, Gal ena, New York, Indian

Trail.

M5. HEAD:. Eol a.

MR. SIEBEN. Eol a, yes, Lake, Broadway,
Or char d.

M5. HEAD: Got it. Thank you.

M5. ONUSU- SAFO.  Can | second his on
basically the distance, proximty to schools? |
can -- | can literally throw a stone 500 feet and
to nme that just does not cut it.

| will second his opinion on if this
I's gonna happen, it needs to be further away from

school s, especially a lot of the high schools are
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on arterial roads, so we don't want our Kkids
havi ng that easy access to it. Thank you.

CHAIl RMAN PI LMER:  Any ot her questions for
staff?

MR ELSBREE: | have a quick comment. W
keep tal king about kids. This -- this is 21 is
| egal, correct? It wll be an ID when they go to
the door, it wll be -- have a security,
believe, and | have di spensaries on the west side
of Aurora. They're called the parking |ot and
the playgrounds after 7:00 PPM | see it all the
tine.

W literally have dispensaries,
unreqgul ated, all over the city right now. The
fact that they would have to be 21 and prove it
togoin, | think is a huge step fromwhat we
have.

UNI DENTI FI ED SPEAKER: Can | say sonet hi ng?
CHAIRVAN PILMER: |I'msorry, sir, the public
hearing is cl osed.

Any ot her questions fromstaff?

Hearing none, if the staff woul d
li ke to make a recomrendati on.

VR. Sl EBEN: Sur e.
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M. Hull, | have lived in Aurora for
just over 30 years, so simlar.

MR, HULL: Thank you, Ed. It was just a
questi on.

MR. SIEBEN: Both sides.

MR HULL: It was just a question.

MR. SIEBEN. Right.

M. Chairman, staff would recomend
approval of the ordi nance approving a tax
amendnent to ordi nance nunber 3100 being the
Aurora zoning ordinance to nodify certain
portions being section 3.3 definition section,
4.3 special uses in structures, and table one use
cat egori es.

CHAI RVAN PI LMER:  You heard the staff's
recomendation. |s there a notion?

M5. HEAD: Move for approval.

MR. CHAMBERS: Second.

CHAI RMAN PI LMER:  Motion nade by M ss Head
and seconded by M. Chanbers.

Pl ease call roll.

M5. JACKSON. Ms. Anderson.
M5. ANDERSON:  Yes.
M5. JACKSON: M. Caneron.

Grove & Associates Reporting and Video Services
(630) 462-0060 www.groveandassoc.com



© 00 N oo o B~ w N Pk

N NN NN P B R R R R R R R
A W N P O ©W 00 N O OO M W N B O

CITY OF AURORA PLANNING COMMISSION
RE: Text Amendment to Zoning Ordinance - 10/02/2019

Page 148

3

CAMERON:  Yes.

JACKSON: M. Chanbers.
CHAMBERS: Yes.
JACKSON: M. Divine.
DI VINE: Yes.

JACKSON: M. El sbree.
ELSBREE: Yes.

JACKSON: M. Gonzal es.
GONZALES:  Yes.
JACKSON: M's. Head.
HEAD: Yes.

JACKSON: M. Hull.
HULL: No.

JACKSON: M's. Owsu- Saf o.

53 PP D DHDDDH DD

&

ONUSU- SAFO Yes, wth the condition of
nmodi fying the proximty to schools.

CHAIl RMAN PI LMER: That would be a no vote
because the notion didn't include that. So you
woul d either -- the notion is for as staff
recommended it.

MS. ONUSU- SAFO.  No.

CHAI RVAN PI LMER: That's just the notion
we' re voting on.

M5. JACKSON: M. Reynol ds.
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MR, REYNOLDS: No.

CHAIl RMAN PI LMER:  The notion carri es.

Ed, could you just restate, again,
where this will next be heard?

MR. SIEBEN: As stated earlier, this wll
next be heard at the BZE commttee which is
bui | di ng zoni ng and econom ¢ devel opnment
comm ttee neeting one week from today October
9th, at 4:00 P. M, fifth floor of this building.

CHAI RVAN PI LMER:  Thank you. That's it for
t he agenda this eveni ng.

Any ot her itens?

MR SIEBEN. Qur next neeting is -- regular
neeting is Cctober 16th at 7:00 P. M

CHAI RMAN PI LMER:  Thank you.

If we can get a notion to adjourn.

M5. HEAD: Move to adjourn.

MR. CHAMBERS: Second.

CHAI RMAN PI LMER:  Motion nade by M ss Head
and seconded by M. Chanbers.

Al those in favor say aye.
(Ayes heard.)
CHAI RVAN PI LMER:  All those opposed?

(No response.)
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CHAI RMAN PI LMER:  Thank you, everybody.

* * * *
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STATE OF ILLINO S )
M5. JACKSON: .

COUNTY OF DU PAGE )

|, Barbara Johnston, CSR No.
84- 002903, RMR, do hereby certify that the
f or egoi ng deposition, Pages 1 through 151, was
recorded stenographically by ne and
conputer-transcri bed under ny personal
direction; and that the said hearing constitutes
a true record of the testinony given at the tine
and pl ace aforesaid.

| further certify that I am not
counsel for nor in any way related to any of the
parties, nor aml in any way, directly or
indirectly, interested in the outcone thereof.

This certification applies only to
those transcripts, original and copies, produced
under ny direction and control; and | assune no
responsibility for the accuracy of any copies
whi ch are not so produced.

IN WTNESS WHEREOF | have hereunto
set ny hand this October 4, 2019.

Bawrbowra Johunston

Certified Shorthand Reporter
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Recregtional Marijuana

o kevin bastian (kevin_Destian@ati.net)

Tou kevin bastien®atinst

Date: Tuesday, October 1, 2019, 08:63 PM COT

Ladies & gentleman | siand ioGay 10 oppose the sale of recreational manjuana in the Gily of Aurcra. The
regsens | have aremany, bul frst & foremost is the fact that recreational marijuana is harmiul to a persons
healih. Now some may justify & say that aicchol and cigarsiies are harmful but they're still legal While there
will always be individuais that will abuse alcohol & tobaces, tobaccs is not a mind altering drug. And small
amounty of slcohel, especially red wine has significant heslth benefils, recreational mariivana does notl Aned
it fact, when people mix afcohol & marijuana, which wilt surely happen, the combiniation becorfies deadiy!
When { was ZU yIs o, one right { had Deen out Gnnking beser and smoking pol. On the way home, driving
up RL25, just nonh of Butterfield Rd. about a block & 1/2 from where [ lived in No.Aurera, | passed out
patind the whesal, & woke up just a3 D was going down an embankment of abowt g 45% angie as wy oaf
wadged against a tree and juckily the iree prevented my car from overturning. Thankfully The No. Aurora
Police were in the area, had a tow truck puil my car ouwt, & when they saw | lived nearby, escorted me home
without ficketing or amesiing me. But my story's beside the point! There is alsoa mountain of evidenoe that
zonciudas that madiosne degs leads o nevrhasie 2 mantal inees ag well ae resnivatens and lnn damanes to
chronic users.God mads our bodies the way he did for a reason. Fish die without water & human beings die
without air. The only thing you should be bresthing in your lungs is #02. Anything <ise is harmiull | suggest
this meeting tonight is just & foken mesting held to pacify the public that we have some say in this matier,
but from the information | have read so far, it seems to me the cify has aiready made up iis mind. The chief
finanuial officers and viher dty revenue officiale ars aready licking thair chaps, with $3 signs in their oyes,.
discussing at what percentage fo fevy the fax on revenue from the saie of marijuana. Now | suggest wa're
gonna hear all manner of justification for voling fo pass this resolution They wilt use ait kinds of semantics
such as, people are gonna use it anyway, or it's gonna cost us money anyway, 30 wihy not tax it's use. They
will furn 2 Dind eve all in pursull of the almighty dollar If's noihing but & big cash cow. But that dossn't maks
it right! And it you think about if, if the city passes this, they are actualiy encouraging people to use
mariiuanz. Now they may say things like we're just making it availabls o peopls who will usa it anyway. But
if pecple don't patronize the fedility, that meane no revenue for-the city! Tha whole point of opening a
SULCESTha DUSINSSE I8 10 U0 sveiylinng you San 1o maks surs i sussssds. S5 the diy has & promaio the
new business! A quote from the Beacon naws said officials favor a 2% 3¢ 23 a compromise batwoon
getiing revenue & aitrecting High-end marfuana siorss! No pun intended. One ofical seid we'rs jooking at
being compsiitive! Bul, ladies & gentieman, if you were o ask our fine Mayor and the city council if they
smoke marfuana, | dont think | need to sl you what their answer would be! But | wonder if soms people like
OUEIINSS JOVETDGE, SMoked o much of i wihen ihey weore younger & i killed = iot of helr brain ceils & their
zhility {0 reazon & think. | get emails all the time from the dity of Aurora. of all the great things our ity has fo
oifer. Things such as empowering our youth. Well how does lefting a recreationa! marijuana facility descend
o the city of Aurora help empowear gur youth? What kdnd of message does that send ic the youth of our gy,
aven i they are 21, to have = tempiation like that at their disposal? That maybe some kid who is fading

some overwhelming problems in his life, when he feels the pressura’s of life are geiting him down, might just
say some might, 1 think il go down o the comer store and buy some pot and get high io ease the pain!
Ladies and gentlemen, | mentioned earlier, A successful business has 0 be promoted. This posas aiitle
anemima Tor e oity. Like aii businesses ihere cerfainiy snouid be a ribbon cutling Tor e gramd opening.
Charlie’s Silver Spoon Creamery opened right down the block on the comer of Stolp and Downer & 1 balieve
the Mayor and a few city officials had some ice cream with the new owners. 50 | have a guestion? Wil the
mayor and te city coundlt have a joint with the owners of the new mariiuana Tacility. I not, why noi? ¥s the
neight of hypocrisy! The message at the ice cream parlor was ¢ mon down and enioy what this new
business has to offer, which in this case is some delicious ice creamt Wall, why not ifwe same at the

the ¢ity. €, mon down folks and patronize iz busingss and experience what great quality weed they have io
offert A smooth aste, and a melfow high that you will love, with just the right amount of THC to ralax vour
mind, fry your brain, forget your troubles, get your creative juices flowing & give you that euphoria you cravet
But rermember to smoke responsibly and don't smoke & drivet | ask respopsible citizens to stand with me
and urge the Mayor & the cily councll To cppose this in the city of Aurora, 1l end my little tirade with & quote

that was coined back in the 70's. ONLY DOPES SMOKE DOPE!
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OPT-OUT of Recreational Marijuana Stores in Aurora

We the Undersigned want the City Council of Aurora vote Opt Out on allowing the retail sale of recreational

marijuana in Aurora
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Dear Mayor and Officers,

We have heard of a lot statistics, maybe | can share with you real stories. | am a wife,
mom and also have been helping others as counselor.

Currently, | have been counseling and helping a couple with drug addiction(husband) in
past months. The husband started with Marijuana, now cocaine. The wife told me:
There are two main ingredients in Marijuana: CBD and THC. Marijuana contains more
and more THC. When you keep using it, it opens the doorway to stronger street drugs, as
you would seek higher level of excitement. Studies have shown that 90 percent of those
currently using hard addictive drugs like heroin started with marijuana.

Drug addiction puts them in great financial distress. Many persons have drug addiction
have debt or financial issues as the debts growing as snowball.

Drug addiction shatters their relationship and marriage. There are anger(which husband
can't control), bitterness, hurt, distrust, tears...... once you start it, it may take years to
recover part of the damage. There are broken hearts, broken relationships, broken
families.

They are willing to share their struggles with you tonight as they, and me do no want
this happen to any person or any family. They have a long battle ahead of them to fight,
and they are in darkness of a funnel.

Their story is not alone, actually very typical. It takes a lot resources to heal, to
reestablish a person, a family who is involved with drug addiction. Can anyone here
tonight imagine what if the drug becomes more readily available to one more person,
one more family?

That is why we are all here tonight. VWe want to opt out.

Aurora, city of lights. Lights stand for hope. Let us do not lose heart, do not lose hope,
be wise and be responsible as in our big family of Aurora.

Thank you very much.

an Sun

10/2/2019
Address: 2550 Danhaven Ct, Aurora, 60502
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EVERY STATE that has legalized both “medical”
and recreational marijuana ranks hlghest in the
nation for 12-17-yr-olds using the drug.

Subsequently, the states that have NOT legalized
any form of high potency marijuana have the
lowest youth rates in the nation.
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higher among the broader
American population compared
with just workers and job appli-
cants subject to testing. Tn 2015,
6.5% of Americans ages 26 and
older admitted on a govern-
ment survey that they had used
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National Institutes of Health’s
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October 2, 2018 RE: Consideration of legal cannabis/ Re-zoning
My vote is NO to legalize recreational marijuana in Aurora municipality.

The issue is safe driving. I retired last year and have thought about all the
risks to me that could change my life in the negative. It has to be driving!
With more marijuana freely used, I assume an incresse number of impaired drivers,
same as the problem of DUI which took years of groups such as Mothers Against
Drunks to stiffen penalties. Without a roadside test for police to nail

driving under the influence of cannabis, the question of penalties and

deterrence is moot. The problem of safe traffic will only increase due

to population, and nearly everyone over 16 now owns a car. The mix of impaired
over-21's with inexperienced teen drivers is asking for more serious accidents
and fatalities.

Does everyone remember the accident a few years ago near Mooseheart and
Highway 317 the driver high on drugs rammed and demolished a home at the
T intersection. Having marijuana being legal only loosens the boundaries
of what is socially acceptable behavior. Even illegal, that was the sad
illustration of what one impaired driver can do. I don't believe the tax
revenue would be worth the social cost of the free invitation to use.

Being "legal" gives the entirely different connotation to the custom and
social sensibilities.

If Aurora Opts-In and re-zones, what ought to be considered is a name-
address-ID number, date and destination address record requirement. With some
deterrence to re-transport, use and drive, and share with friends might
provide enough accountability to make it similar to what buying medical
marijuana is now. Regulation is the next-best solution.

Finally, legal marijuana also brings with it more social nuisance
problems for the public libraries, move theatres, and even property owners
leasing apartments. We all have to interact with people, but those mentioned
have the burden of complying with all the non-discrimination laws we have.
Legal free use seems to be just too difficult to deal with unintended
consequences.

Sincerely, Mary Goetsch
808 5th Ave 60505

Wy Ltef



