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When school districts temporarily closed their doors in March, many children lost a
quarter of the school year in classroom time. The spread of COVID-19 has disrupted
many things in today’s society, one of the most important aspects being our children’s
education in Aurora. As the end of the school year arrived and COVID-19 cases were
on the rise in Aurora, the decision was made by school districts that facilities would not
be available for summer enrichment camps. With limited use of adequate safe space,



the City of Aurora, in partnership with Communities In Schools, elected to provide
activity kits to enhance summer learning opportunities to 1000 elementary students
weekly in first to fifth grade across Aurora for five weeks.

Communities In Schools is an independent youth-serving organization that provides
year-round out of school time programming for children, youth, and families across
Aurora with diverse funding from private and public sectors.

Summer programming provides unique experiences for children and youth, representing
diverse populations. CIS assists in improving the accessibility and availability of
programs and summer activities by reducing barriers to equitable participation to
provide quality summer experiences while having access to summer nutrition programs.
Summer is a time of greater food insecurity for low-income children and youth who rely
on free or reduced meals during the school year. By teaming up with each school
district's summer meal distribution locations, we were able to get activities directly into
student's hands. Youth need a balance of both structured and unstructured activities for
optimal development. With that in mind, many of the activities provided were intentional
to allow students to work and play independently or with the assistance of a parent,
sibling, or relative each week.

Kits were distributed weekly at five locations in West Aurora School District 129 (Hill,
McCleery, Washington, and West High School), four locations in East Aurora School
District 131 (Allen, Benavides, Cowherd, and East Aurora High School), one location in
Indian Prairie School District 204 (Georgetown), and one location in Oswego School
District 308. These locations were summer meal distribution locations made available
by each school district, with the exception of Oswego since their only meal distribution
location was at Oswego East High School. We offered kits instead to students from
Wolfs Crossing, Homestead, and The Wheatlands, at Wolfs Crossing each week. Any
students attending an elementary school in Aurora could attend any of our weekly
locations.

Kids are eager to learn and to engage with the people around them. Having hands-on
activities to be creative, explore, experiment, and read books gives them this
opportunity to have fun while learning with a parent or relative and explore new words,
concepts, and ideas.



Week one — SciTech Museum provided students with kits
with experiments and activities that included physics,
biology, flight, chemistry, and entomology. Students could
dissect an owl pellet, build and fly an airplane by the force of
a rubber band, combine ingredients to make giant bubbles,
and many other activities. The goals of this summer kits was
to better understand a variety of sciences through hands-on,
inquiry based learning, which offers them an additional
opportunity to build math and literacy skills during the
summer and increase young people’s interest in STEM-
related subjects and increase the chance that they will
pursue STEM-related careers.

L Week two — Aurora Public Arts provided students with kits
L that had both engineering and art activities. Students could
- build a structure made out of one-inch blocks to recreate a
house designed by Frank Lloyd Wright. Students learned to
repeat lines and patterns in a wave using a color wheel.

</ Students were able to explore African folklore by making
their own Water Spirit mask out of construction paper and

! making colorful paper Mache by using various design

| elements of different shapes, colors, and textures using a
balloon, tissue paper, glitter glue, and stickers. The goal
was to target individual artistic expression, fine motor skills,

7 engineering skills, and a variety of tools and techniques.

Week three — Aurora Public Library provided students with
an awarding winning book “The Undefeated”, by Kwame
Alexander and illustrated by Kadir Nelson with the distinction | «wawme ALEXANDER © kaDIR NELSON
of both the Caldecott winning and Newberry Honor for books. :_:E_UNDEFEATED
This book allowed students to exam how both art and the A
written word help us bear witness to what is happening in our : W
community and world. It brought light to activism along with ‘
political or social changes. Students were provided
watercolors to create their own colorful illustrations. This kit's
goal was for participants to understand the meaning of social

justice and activism and increase their knowledge of black
history and key figures in that history.



Week four — SciTech Museum provided students with kits with experiments and
activities that included physics, chemistry, robotlcs geology, and geometry. Participants
polished stones, built rockets using e
various ingredients to determine the
best chemical reaction such as water,
vinegar, baking soda, aka seltzer
tablets, increased math knowledge by
measuring ingredients, and used
tangrams to build shapes, a notepad to
document their hypothesis and results.
The goal of this kit was to gain a better

understanding of a variety of sciences
through hands-on activities.

Week Five — Aurora Public Library provided students with a journal with prompts to
write about and challenged students to draw various items such as a chicken crossing
the road or an imaginary friend. The library provided a list of other books to inspire
students on the journaling journey. This kit's goal was for participants to gain knowledge
about the different uses of journals to record ideas and thoughts and increase their
understanding of journal-like novels.

Each week the community partner provided a live or pre-recorded demonstration for all
activities included in the activity kit on either Facebook or YouTube for students and
families to follow along. All written instructions were provided in English and Spanish in
each kit as well.

The following are the weekly activity kit instructions provided by each community
partners.



iIngrese para ganar enviando un correo electrénico a SciTech con una imagen de su actividad
favorital iSciTech ‘publicard tu foto en Facebookl guests@scitechmuseum.org
Por favor incluya lo siguiente: Nombre y apellido del padre, correo electrénico y cédigo postal



* In this activity discover what a barn
owl ate by dissecting the meals
leftovers. So put on your gloves
and explore what the owl left us!

* En esta actividad, descubra que
comia una lechuza disecando las
sobras de las comidas. jPonte los
guantes y explora lo que nos dejo
la lechuza!

Use the instruction sheet in thz activity bag.
Use la hoja de instrucciones en la bolsa de
actividades.

“garden from seeds and -
‘.;watch your plants grow

Desde semillas hasta tallos, explore el ciclo de vida de una planta. Comience su propio
jardin con semillas y observe c6mo sus plantas crecen grandes y fuertes. Para el final del
verano, jincluso podrias comer lo que cultivaste!






Most of the bubbles that you seeare filled
film that makes the bubble hasthree *

‘Some duestions fo'think

~2 @ Canhbubblesk entholc NS
- ‘Howcanyoumake aBlGbubble? = =
< How'smalfean-yotr makea bubble?:

Withala







Have you ever seen a helicopter in the air and wonder how they fly? Well it all has to do with air pressure.
Air pressure is cause by fast- and slow-moving air. The helicopter has a set of blades on top that rotate
extremely fast. The rotating blades move the air up. This causes higher air pressure under the blades and
lower air pressure above the blades. The higher pressure under the blades causes lift allowing the
helicopter to raise off the ground.

You will be able to experiment with two different types of helicopters. One is powered by a rubber band
while the other is powered by your hands.

In your notebook write down your hypothesis, or prediction, of what helicopter might fly better and why.
Once you have this written, follow the directions below and test your helicopters and write down your
observations of what happened.

Directions:

1. Follow the written directions on the prepackaged rubber band powered helicopter.

g Put your SciTech Flyer together by placing the blue blade on to the orange stick.

g In your notebook, write down your hypothesis of what helicopter will fly the highest and why.

? GO OUTSIDE and test your helicopters. Follow the directions on the package for how to fly your

rubber band powered helicopter. To make your SicTech Flyer work place the orange stick towards the
base of your palm on your right hand. Then place your fingertips of your left hand on the orange stick

and push forward. BE CAREFUL WHILE FLYING YOUR HELICOPTERS. KEEP THEM AWAY FROM
YOUR EYES AND FACE.

V.

+ ¢Alguna vez has visto un helicéptero en el aire y te preguntas como vuelan? Bueno, todo tiene que ver con la
presion del aire. La presion del aire es causada por el movimiento répido y lento del aire. El helicoptero tiene
un juego de hélices en la parte superior que giran extremadamente rapido. Las hélices giratorias mueven el
aire hacia arriba. Esto provoca una mayor presion de aire debajo de las hélices y una presidén de aire més
baja por encima de las hélices. La mayor presion debajo de las hélices provoca un levantamiento que
permite que el helicoptero se levante del suelo.

- Podras experimentar con dos tipos diferentes de helicopteros. Uno es impulsado por una liga de goma,
mientras que el otro es impulsado por tus manos.

+  En tu cuaderno, escribe tu hiptesis o prediccion sobre cual helicoptero podria volar mejor y por qué. Una vez
que hayas escrito esto, sigue las instrucciones a continuacién, prueba tus helicopteros y escribe tus
observaciones de lo que sucedid.

* Instrucciones:

1. Sigue las instrucciones escritas en el helicoptero pre empaquetado con'banda elastica.

2. Arma tu volante SciTech colocando la hélice azul en el palo naranja.

3. En tu cuaderno, escribe tu hipdtesis de cual helicoptero volard mas alto y por qué.

4. SAL AFUERA y prueba tus helicopteros. Sigue las instrucciones en el paquete para saber céimo volar tu
helicdptero con banda eldstica. Para que tu Flyer SicTech funcione, coloca el palo naranja en la base de la

palma de tu mano derecha. Luego, coloca las yemas de los dedos dg la mano izquierda en el palo naranjay b
empuja hacia adelante. Ten cuidado al volar tus helicopteros. MANTENLOS LEJOS DE TUS 0JOS Y TU CARA.
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HAVE A GREAT SUMMER AND WE HOPE YOU ENJOYED
YOUR ACTIVITIES! DON'T FORGET TO SHARE YOUR
ACTIVITIES WITH SciTech Hands On Museum
AND ENTER TO WIN A FREE SciTech FAMILY
MEMBERSHIP BY JULY 31,2020!

i TENGA UN GRAN VERANO Y ESPERAMOS QUE
DISFRUTE DE SUS ACTIVIDADES! NO OLVIDES
COMPARTIR TUS ACTIVIDADES CON SciTech Hands On
Museum
iY ENTRE PARA GANAR UNA MEMBRESIA GRATUITA
DE LA FAMILIA SciTech PARA EL 31 DE JULIO DE2020!






Project 1: Block Puzzle Week Two
Video demonstration: bit.ly/APAC_blocks

Inspiration: Falling Water, Frank Lloyd Wright. Bear Run, PA, 1935 (see color photo on the Cover)

Introduction:
Frank Lloyd Wright was an iconic American architect. He used new shapes to work with nature and
create structures in harmony with the land. Check out his work at the links below.

Today, we will be looking at Falling Water, a house he designed and built over a waterfall. We will use
blocks to create a 3-dimensional structure to examine form and negative space. The blocks will stick out
like the cantilevers Wright used in Falling Waters, creating space for a body of water to pass through

Supplies:
e 36+ half-inch wooden blocks (available at the dollar store or craft store)

o Glue

Instructions:

1. Glue two blocks together using only a small drop of glue.

2.  Give the glue a short time to dry before picking up the glued blocks.

3.  Glue 2-6 additional blocks to the first two. Glue the extra blocks where they
will stick out in different directions.

4.  Use all of the single blocks to make different three dimensional shapes of 4-8
blocks each.

5. Wait five minutes for the glue to dry enough to handle the shapes

6. Use the shapes like a three-dimensional puzzle; try to fit them together or
balance them. Your sculpture should look different from every side.

7. Glue all of the shapes together to make one sculpture, or leave them separate for a puzzle you
can play with again.

Learn more!
e Video about Wright's life and work (including how he played with wooden blocks as a kid)
o https://bit. ly/FLWV _info
e Khan Academy site with resources for learning more about Frank Lloyd Wright and Falling Water:
o https://bit.ly/FLVW Khan




Project 2: Japanese Patterns
Inspiration: The Great Wave Off Kanagawa, Hokusai, ca. 1830, Japan (see color photo on Cover)

Introduction:

The Great Wave Off Kanagawa, by Hokusai in 18 is the most famous Japanese woodblock print. It's
from a series called Thirty Six Views of Mt. Fuji. See how the waves frame the mountain in the
background. Today, we are focusing on the repeating lines and pattern in the wave.

Notice the curving shapes at the end of the waves look a little like fingers reaching toward the fishermen.
Th_ere are a few other repeating shapes like the droplets of water and the thick and thin lines.

Another artist in this genre is Mori Yuzan. His free downloadable sketchbooks of wave drawings and
patterns are available online - see link below or on Aurora Public Art's website. Some of his sketches are
provided in your Kit for you to color.

Let's also take a look at analogous color schemes. This is when you use a few colors that are next to
each other on the color wheel. In this case, we could use blue-green, blue, and blue-violet for the waves.
But you don’t have to stick to blue for water - see the color wheel on the Cover Page and choose any 3
colors that are next to each other.

Supplies:
e Coloring sheets (in the packet, or links to printables are available on our website)

e Colored pencils or markers

Instructions:
1. Examine the color wheel on the cover page.
2. Choose 3 colors that are next to each other on the color wheel.
3. Use those colors to fill in one of the repeating patterns in this packet.

Learn more!:
Free Coloring Pages, Japanese Wave Prints
https://archive.org/details/hamonshuyv3mori/page/n28/maode/2up
https://archive.org/details/hamonshuy00mori/page/n27/mode/2up
https://archive.org/details/hamonshuyvimori/page/n28/mode/2up

Khan Academy - Great Wave Off Kanagawa
https://bit.ly/khan_academy great wave

A massive Japanese woodblock print database. https://ukiyo-e.org/

Great Wave Off Kanagawa image links:
https://ukiyo-e.org/image/artelino/44169a1

More Free Coloring Pages from Museums
https://bit.ly/museum_coloring _pages




Project #3 Masks
Demonstration Video: bit.ly/APAC_mask

Inspiration: Northern Water Spirit, Enmanuel Opoku Asante, Ghana (see color photo on cover)

Introduction:

Water is an important part of African folklore. Traditional African religions include water spirits. The mask
featured here is an example of a Water Spirit mask, often placed near crops to encourage rainfall. Take a look
at the color photograph of the mask on the cover page of the lesson packet. Notice the pattern on the face
and the way the lines curve around the eyes and edges of the mask.

We are going to explore the use of repeating patterns as we make our own version of a mask. Remember the
pattern and lines from The Great Wave? Let’s incorporate those as we work. Try to capture the idea of water
with your patterns.

Supplies:
e Cardstock e Markers or colored pencils e Glue
e Construction paper e scissors e Popsicle stick

Instructions:

1. Carefully cut eye holes in your mask.-Ask a grown-up for help, if needed.

a. First, hold the cardstock in front of your face and use your finger to mark
where one eye is. Put the cardstock down, keeping your finger in place,
then draw an X on the spot. Use scissors to pierce the page and cut an
eye hole.

b. Hold the hole in front of your eye, then use your finger to mark where the
other eye hole should go. Repeat the marking and cutting process.

c. Optional: Add a mouth hole.

2. Cut the corners off the cardstock to create a mask shape - draw it before cutting.

3. Create a pattern that reminds you of water. Repeat that pattern with colored
pencils or markers, extending to the edges of the mask. Keep it simple!

4. Cut construction paper in half lengthwise. Place the side of the mask on top of the
construction paper so that the construction paper extends several inches beyond
the edge of the mask. Trace the curve of the mask on the construction paper.
Repeat on the other side with the other half of the construction paper.

5. Cut fringe along the construction paper, stopping at the line you traced (the uncut
part is where you will glue the fringe to the mask).

6. Apply glue to the uncut part of the construction paper (just inside the line you
traced), then glue the construction paper to the back of the mask. Repeat on the
other side.

7. Glue the popsicle stick to the back of the chin. Once the glue dries, you can use
the stick to hold your mask in front of your face.

Learn more!
Ghana water spirit mask image: https://bit.ly/ghana_mask

British Museum Virtual Tour; https:/bit.ly/british_museum_tour

Kirikoku: trailer: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-6jw9S5Ym10




Project 4: Paper Mache
Video demonstration: bit.ly/APAC_fish

Inspiration: Arbol de Vida, Soteno Family, Mexico (see color image on cover sheet)

Introduction:

The work we're looking at today was made by the Soteno family in Mexico. They are ceramic artisans who work as
a group to create sculptures. Their works have become more elaborate and colorful over the generations. They add
a lot of found items to their sculptures, which is an art technique known as “Assemblage.”

Variety is a design principle that uses different design elements, like all different shapes, colors and textures in one
artwork. In assemblage, we add materials to make the sculpture. How elaborate and colorful can we make our
sculpture?

Supplies:
e Tissue paper e Glue e Bowl of Water e Glitter glue
e Balloons e Scissors e Fork e Gem stickers

Instructions:

1. Cover your work area. Place a few wet paper towels nearby for wiping your fingers.

2. Blow up the balloon about halfway, and tie it off.

3. Cut several sheets of tissue paper into pieces about 2"x4”.

4. Mix 1 tablespoon of water and 3 tablespoons glue in a cereal bowl.

5. Wipe a little of this watery glue onto the balloon; place a piece of tissue on this spot and smooth it
over so it is a little wet.

6. Repeat this process, overlapping the pieces, until you can no longer see the color of the balloon.

7. Only use enough glue to make the tissue paper look damp.

8. Letitdry. Rest the tissue-covered balloon on top of a cup overnight. Be sure to flip it after a few hours
so that all sides get dry.

1. Cuttissue paper into leaf shapes about 3’ long.
2. Glue 2 or 3 of these leaf shapes to the balloon on each side for fins, the top for a dorsal fin, and the

back for a tail.
3. Glue on as many decorations as you can find: sequins, pom poms, beads, small toys, whatever you

think of.

Learn more!
e Virtual tour of museum in Mexico: https:/bit.ly/olmedo_tour

e Soteno Family: https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Soteno_family

e National Aquarium Live Feed - https://www.aqua.org/Experience/live#pcr




B Week Three

Library

Join the Aurora Public Library for a Facebook Live program on Friday, July 31% at 11:00 a.m. for some art and
conversation around author Kwame Alexander and illustrator Kadir Nelson’s Caldecott winning and Newbery honor
book, The Undefeated.

Unase a la Biblioteca Péblica de Aurora para un programa de Facebook en vivo el viernes 31 de julio a las 11:00 a.m.
para un poco de arte y conversacion sobre el autor Kwame Alexander y el libro de honor de Newbery, ganador de
Caldecott del ilustrador Kadir Nelson, The Undefeated.

Questions to reflect on as you read the book:

How did this book make you feel? Did your feelings change throughout your reading?

What do you think this poem is about? Why do you think that?

How can both art and the written word help us bear witness to what happens in our communities/world? For
example, Kwame Alexander repeats the phrase “This is for the unspeakable” together with Kadir Nelson’s
paintings of lives lost across time.

The author uses many words that begin with “un”. Find all of them. What do these words mean to you?

Preguntas para reflexionar al leer el libro:

¢ COmo te hizo sentir este libro? ¢Cambiaron tus sentimientos a lo largo de tu lectura?

¢éDe qué crees gue trata este poema? éPor qué piensas eso?

¢Como pueden el arte y la palabra escrita ayudarnos a dar testimonio de lo que sucede en nuestras
comunidades / mundo? Por ejemplo, Kwame Alexander repite la frase "Esto es para lo indecible" junto con las
pinturas de vidas perdidas en el tiempo de Kadir Nelson.

El autor utiliza muchas palabras que comienzan con "un". Encuentra todos ellos. ¢Qué significan estas palabras
para ti?

Other activities:

1.

Download a free audio version of the poem by visiting hmhbooks.com/freedownloads. Access codeis
UNDEFEATED

There are many important people represented through Nelson'’s artwork. Can you identify who they are and
why they are important? See below for a matching exercise.

With an adult, look for YouTube videos featuring some of the people represented in the book.

An activist is defined as a person who works to bring about political or social change. Social changes are changes
in our interactions and relationships that transform our culture and institutions. How can you be an activist for
change in your community or the world?

Otras actividades:

1.

Descargue una version de audio gratuita del poema visitando hmhbooks.com/freedownloads. El cddigo de
acceso es INDEFINIDO

Hay muchas personas importantes representadas a través de las obras de arte de Nelson. é Puedes identificar
quiénes son y por qué son importantes? Vea a continuacion un ejercicio de emparejamiento.

Con un adulto, busque videos de YouTube con algunas de las personas representadas en el libro.

Un activista se define como una persona que trabaja para lograr un cambio politico social. Los cambios
sociales son cambios en nuestras interacciones y relaciones que transforman nuestra cultura e instituciones.
¢Coémo puedes ser un activista por el cambio en tu comunidad o en el mundo?



Match the person below with why they are important:
Haga coincidir a la persona a continuacién con las razones por las que son importantes:
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Jesse Owens
Langston Hughes
Althea Gibson
Romare Beardon
Martin Luther King Jr.
Zora Neal Hurston
Sheryl Swoops

John Lewis

Phyllis Wheatley

. Sarah Vaughn

Poet, novelist, & playwright. A major figure during the 1920’s Harlem Renaissance
Writer and anthropologist; famous for the book Their Eyes Were Watching God

Baptist minister and activist who supported non-violent civil disobedience

First player to be signed to the Women’s National Basketball Association

Professional tennis player & golfer; first person of color to win a Grand Slam tennis title
Politician and prominent civil rights leader

1936 Berlin Olympics god medalist

Jazz singer and four-time Grammy Award winner

A collagist (artist) who won the National Medal of Arts in 1987

First published African female poet in America

Poeta, novelista y dramaturgo. Una figura importante durante el Renacimiento de Harlem de 1920

Escritor y antropdlogo; famoso por el libro Sus ojos estaban mirando a Dios
Ministro bautista y activista que apoy6 la desobediencia civil no violenta
Primer jugador en firmar con la Asociacidon Nacional de Baloncesto Femenino

Tenista profesional y golfista; primera persona de color en ganar un titulo de tenis Grand Slam

Politico y destacado lider de derechos civiles.

Medallista de dios de los Juegos Olimpicos de Berlin de 1936

Cantante de jazz y cuatro veces ganador del premio Grammy

Un collagista (artista) que gané la Medalla Nacional de las Artes en 1987
Primera poeta africana publicada en América



Week Four

SciTechs STEAM Kit

Sponsored By:
City of Aurora Youth Services &
Community’s In School of Aurora

| 3

& |
X} _%URORA

Communities
In Schools YOUTH SERVICES

Aurora



















LS
N L/"‘ = Aurora
“RY é Public
85 Ubrary
LI i

Z

td

Week Five

Join the Aurora Public Library for a Facebook Live program on Friday, August 14t at 11:00 a.m. and we will share more
about these kits!

iUnase a la Biblioteca Publica de Aurora para un programa de Facebook Live el viernes 14 de agosto a las 11:00 a.m. y
compartiremos mas sobre estos kits!

Try some of these journaling prompts:

Write a story about a magical button

What is your favorite video game?

Where would you most like to visit?

Write about a time when you were mad

Write a story using the first sentence “Yesterday, | found my favorite...”
Pruebe algunos de estos mensajes de diario:

Escribe una historia sobre un botén magico

¢Cual es tu video juego favorito?

¢Ddnde te gustaria mas visitar?

Escribe sobre un momento en que estabas enojado

Escribe una historia usando la primera oracién "Ayer, encontré mi favorito ..."

You can also use a journal as a place to create art! Try the following prompts and challenge yourself to draw each of
the following:

A chicken crossing the road

The first day of school

Your favorite memory

Ice cream

An imaginary friend

The library

iTambién puedes usar un diario como lugar para crear arie! Pruebe las siguientes indicaciones y desafiese a dibujar
cada uno de los siguientes:

Un pollo cruzando la calle.

el primer dia de escuela

Tu recuerdo favorito

Helado

Un amigo imaginario

La biblioteca

Check out one of these books to inspire you on our journaling journey:
Mira uno de estos libros para inspirarte en nuestro viaje de diario:
Dear Dumb Diary by Jim Benton

Diary of a Wimpy Kid by Jeff Kinney

Dork Diaries by Rachel Renee Russell

Ellie McDoodle Diaries by Ruth McNally Barshaw

Frazzled series by Booki Vivat

Justin Case by Rachel Vail

My Life as a Youtuber (and other titles) by Janet Tashjian

Owl Diaries by Rebecca Elliott



Journaling Word Search

Haiku
Page
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Pen

Ode
Art
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Rhyme
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