
The City of Aurora 
Bicycle, Pedestrian and Transit Advisory Board 

Description 
 
The Bicycle, Pedestrian and Transit Advisory Board is an advisory body to the city 
council, on the planning and development process for bicycle, pedestrian and public 
transit facilities.  The Bicycle, Pedestrian and Transit Advisory Board is composed of 
seven (7) members who shall be residents of the City, and appointed by the Mayor 
subject to the approval of the city council.  Members are appointed to a one, two or 
three year term with no maximum term limit.  Regular meetings are held once a month; 
special meetings may also be called.  
 
Meeting Details 
The meetings of the Bicycle, Pedestrian and Transit Advisory Board are typically as 
follows: 

 Location: 2nd floor Council Chambers/5th Floor Conference Room of City Hall 
(44 E. Downer Place) 

 Starting Time: 6pm  

 Duration: Meetings can last a little as 30 minutes or as long as 1.5 hours 
depending on the number or complexity of agenda items.  

 Frequency: Regular meetings are held once a month on the Third Thursdays' 
following the first Committee of the Whole meeting of the month; special 
meetings may also be called but would generally also take place on a Thursday 
at the same starting time and location.   

 Attendance: Three (3) unexcused absences in one year are generally grounds 
for dismissal. 

 
Duties:  
In order to maintain and implement the City's Bicycle, Pedestrian and Alternative 
Transportation Plan some examples of what the members are empowered to give 
recommendations on and other efforts are:  

 Support and advise the planning process, as well as guide and encourage the 

development of projects, programs and infrastructure.   The Advisory Board will 

routinely be given the opportunity to provide input into City processes including: 

o Capital Improvement Program – Provide bicycle and pedestrian 

perspective to the review of the City’s capital projects and provide 

recommendations for enhancements and/or stand-alone projects as 

priorities for the next CIP, each year. 

o Site design and other development review – Provide bicycle and 

pedestrian perspective to the review of new development or re-

development projects and provide recommendations for enhancements. 

o Maintenance – Periodically review conditions on the City’s bikeway 

system and make prioritized maintenance recommendations. 



o Bicycle Friendly Community - Head the effort to win and maintain the 

national designation, including filling out the application, strategizing which 

areas need improvement, and advocating for those improvements. 

 Increase the visibility of the issues among staff, elected officials, and the general 
public.  The Advisory Board will work on one-time and ongoing projects, events 
and activities to promote outreach and education including: 

o Bring or apply a variety of available education, enforcement, and outreach 
resources – such as those detailed in the plan. 

o Act as volunteer “bicycle ambassadors” at community events. 
o Lead bike-related events, such as Bike to Work Day/Week/Month or Bike 

to School Day. 
o Put together Safe Routes to School programming and grant applications 

 Assist the City Council and the Mayor’s Office in balancing community priorities 

and resources and implementing best practices.  The Advisory Board will be a 

resource to the elected officials and staff  including:  

o Being up to date on the latest projects, technologies and best practices in 

the region and beyond.    

o Prioritizing specific locations where bicycle infrastructure is needed. 

o Prioritize locations for wayfinding signage, and specifying destination 

content for sign based on general guidelines from the plan. 

o “Field test” demand-actuated traffic signals along the planned bikeway 

network, to determine and prioritize where bicycle-actuation improvements 

are needed. 

 Research and assist in the application for funding opportunities that will enhance 
the bicycle, pedestrian, and transit opportunities within the community.  The 
Advisory Board will work to identify grants, partnerships, and sponsorship 
opportunities and when appropriate secure funding. 

 
Responsibilities 
Members are expected to: 

 Attend all scheduled meetings.   

 Read the agendas and any material sent to you prior to each meeting, and 
familiarize yourself with the various agenda items.  

 Complete action items as assigned prior to each meeting.  

 Each member will have “ownership” of at least one topic or effort for which 
they are responsible for advancing the effort and reporting out to the 
group.  

 
Desirable Qualifications:  
A member’s primary job is to provide a key vehicle for public involvement in the 
planning and development process for bicycle, pedestrian and transit facilities.  
Therefore, the first priority of a Member must be to develop decision-making skills and 
knowledge of City’s infrastructure and policies, and local and national trends.   It is not 
critical to have training in fields such as planning and engineering as these are skills 



that are available to the Members from staff however, the firsthand knowledge and the 
ability and desire to understand the concerns, needs and issues is essential. 
 
Suggested qualifications for a Member include: 

 Possess relevant, specialized expertise – including bicyclist (members with 
a range of experience is desirable), active transportation commuters, and 
accessibility and pedestrian advocates,  

 A willingness and ability to research and report on issues, programs and 
policies. 

 A willingness to attend night meetings on a regular basis and to work on 
tasks outside of the meetings. 

 A willingness to assist in implementing projects as decided upon by the 
City Council. 

 The ability to fairly represent different areas of interest, knowledge and expertise, 
including but not limited to bicyclists, pedestrians, transit users and other 
constituents.   

 The ability to sustain harmonious working relationships with other Members, the 
City Council, residents, staff and the general public. 

 A willingness to attend related extracurricular meeting and training 
seminars. 

 Civic minded and genuinely interested in the advancement of the quality of 
life of the City.  

 Should be energetic and outgoing, not afraid to speak out, and be able to 
express yourself clearly and concisely in public. 

 
Aurora, Illinois, Code of Ordinances 
Chapter 2 - Administration, Article VI. Division 10 Bicycle, Pedestrian and Transit 
Advisory Board 
 

For Further Information: 
 
For further information about the City of Aurora Bicycle, Pedestrian and Transit 
Advisory Board, or how to place your name in consideration for appointment to 
the Advisory Board when a vacancy occurs, contact the Mayor's Office at 630-
256-3010.   
 
 


