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2-1. D Qualifying Statement – Aurora University Learning Commons 

The proposed project is a new construction 49.300,00 GSF Learning Commons for Aurora University, a 

private, post-secondary institution of higher education with accredited Bachelor’s, Master’s, and 

Doctoral level programs. The building is shown on the University’s 2018 Master Plan; therefore, is 

applying for Final Plan Approval. 

The three-story brick and glass building is located on the Southwest side of the University’s Campus and 

will close the gap between the Kimberly and James Hill Center for Student Success and the remainder of 

the eastern Campus. It is located just south of the Parking Deck. The design of the site around the new 

facility focuses on maximizing permeable surfaces and integrating mostly native plantings. The existing 

tree on the Southeast side of the property will remain. Walkways will lead towards the building 

entrances on its East and West side, the water feature located on the Southeast side of the building, and 

seating areas of various sizes that are scattered throughout the site. The fire lane will surround the 

building and is designed with grass pavers to not only blend in with the native plantings but to further 

maximize the permeable surface on site. The building will provide wonderful views over campus and the 

natural environment of the golf course across the street. 

The Learning Commons is designed as a thoroughfare that connects the east and west side of the 

campus with each other through a two-story atrium. Welcoming entrances on both sides of the facility 

lead its users into a warm, inviting environment. Students and Faculty can enjoy the new Campus 

Library, Café, and Career Services on the first floor. They can then venture upstairs to level two, using 

either the open stairs or the elevator. There they can visit the Tech Hub and Innovation Spaces, the 

Academic Support Center, or the two-story Open Collaboration Space where they can work on 

assignments and research. In addition to mechanical building support spaces, the third floor hosts a 

large outdoor terrace and a quiet lounge on its east side. Those spaces can be used for university events. 

The University’s Archive and its Testing Center will be located on this floor as well. Throughout all floors 

seating areas of varied sizes and privacy levels are provided to make sure that students can choose their 

preferred study/learning environment. 

The exterior wall materials for the new building were chosen to complement the existing, traditional 

architectural language of the buildings on Campus. The materials will be applied to give the building a 

contemporary feel by using rows of glazed brick protrusions to accentuate window openings and to 

integrate the University’s branding logo into the overall building design. The South façade of the building 

is curved, and a few key walls are slightly angled to create dynamism which is further accentuated by 

the wider roof overhangs of the flat roof above. The lighting of the building during evenings and nights 

will accentuate these building features as well. 
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Exhibit 2-1. C Legal Description 
 
Aurora University Learning Commons 
Aurora, Illinois 60506 
 

Part of  east side of Lot 1 of the Aurora University 2nd Resubdivision as recorded in Kane County as 

Document Number 2019K005781, in the City of Aurora, County of Kane, Illinois. 

Parcel Number: 15-20-382-022 
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Exhibit 2-1. C Legal Description 
 
Aurora University Learning Commons 
Aurora, Illinois 60506 
 
Part of  east side of Lot 1 of the Aurora University 2nd Resubdivision as recorded in Kane County as 
Document Number 2019K005781, in the City of Aurora, County of Kane, Illinois. 

Parcel Number: 15-20-382-022 


