
2024 Quality of Life Applicant Summary 
 

Applicant: 100 Girls Like Us, Inc. 

Agency Background: 100 Girls like Us mission is to build self-esteem, confidence, awareness in girls of 

color ages 6-17 to ensure they are equipped with the tools today in order to live productive, rewarding, 

healthy lives as they grow into the person they are working to become tomorrow. 

2023 Project Proposal: I Believe In Me. 

Project Type: Education & Youth. 

Project Request: $ 25,800. 

Project Recommendation: $ 0. 

 

Applicant: Administer Justice. 

Agency Background: Administer Justice provides legal aid to low income individuals and families. 

Volunteers at these centers, including legal counsel, address issues pertaining to family law (40%), housing 

(14%), consumer rights (9%), wills, estates, and power of attorneys (16%), and immigration (5%). 

Administer Justice has two active centers in Aurora. 

2023 Project Proposal: Aurora Legal Clinic. 

Project Type: Community. 

Project Request: $ 5,000. 

Project Recommendation: $ 0. 

 

Applicant: Agape Connections, Inc. 

Agency Background: Agape Connection’s vision is to bring awareness of and respond to disenfranchised 

residents' social, economic, and educational needs with attention to persons of African descent. Agape 

Connection has been committed to improving the quality of life of Aurora residents by developing and 

implementing cultural and educational programming for underprivileged youth and children in grades 1-8. 

2023 Project Proposal: Sankofa School of History, Culture, and Creativity. 

Project Type: Education & Youth. 

Project Request: $29,500. 

Project Recommendation: $11,000. 

 

Applicant: Alive Center. 

Agency Background: The Alive Center programs supports adolescent mental well-being; social change 

that can benefit the teens, their relationship with each other, their families, and the community as a whole. 

Alive Center accomplishes this through connection and caring in a supportive and nurturing environment 

fostering a sense of belonging and empowerment.  

2023 Project Proposal: The Alive Center’s teen initiated programming provides unique opportunities for 

teens to come together to learn, create, and socialize in a welcoming, safe, and supervised environment.  

Project Type: Education & Youth. 

Project Request: $20,000. 

Project Recommendation: $11,500. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Applicant: Association for Individual Development. 

Agency Background: The Association for Individual Development works with individuals with 

developmental, intellectual, physical, and/or mental health challenges, those who have suffered a trauma, 

those experiencing immediate and/or chronic crises and those at risk to overcome personal, behavioral, 

societal, and environmental barriers to achieve recovery, independence and self-reliance. 

2023 Project Proposal: AID Victim & Outreach Services. 

Project Type: Community. 

Project Request: $ 100,000. 

Project Recommendation: $ 100,000. 

 

Applicant: Aurora Area Crime Stoppers. 

Agency Background: Aurora Area Crime Stoppers (AACS) offers cash rewards and anonymity to citizens 

who furnish information leading to the arrest of felony crime offenders and to the capture of felony 

fugitives. The AACS is a community program that works to improve quality of life, including safety, for 

Aurora-area residents. 

2023 Project Proposal: The Aurora Area Crime Stoppers. 

Project Type: Community. 

Project Request: $ 5,000. 

Project Recommendation: $ 4,500. 

 

Applicant: Aurora Area Interfaith Food Pantry. 

Agency Background: The mission of the Aurora Area Interfaith Food Pantry is to strengthen the 

community by connecting those in need with nourishing food and access to area resources. Aurora Area 

Interfaith Food Pantry offers on-site food distribution, weekly deliveries, and pop-up pantries. 

2023 Project Proposal: Holiday Food Distribution. 

Project Type: Community. 

Project Request: $ 25,000. 

Project Recommendation: $ 22,500. 

 

Applicant: Aurora Historical Society. 

Agency Background: The Aurora Historical Society mission is giving the past a future by collecting, 

preserving the rich, diverse history of Aurora and the surrounding area. 

2023 Project Proposal: Giving the Past a Future. 

Project Type: Museum. 

Project Request: $ 85,000. 

Project Recommendation: $ 50,000. 

 

Applicant: Aurora Regional Fire Museum.  

Agency Background: The Aurora Regional Fire Museum actively serves the Aurora community to teach 

and preserve of the Aurora Fire Department and our region as well as through fire safety programs. 

2023 Project Proposal: Aurora Regional Fire Museum Operations. 

Project Type: Museum. 

Project Request: $ 63,000. 

Project Recommendation: $ 50,000. 

 

 

 



Applicant: Boys & Girls Club of Elgin. 

Agency Background: The Boys & Girls Club of Elgin’s mission is to enable all young people, especially 

those who need them the most, to reach their full potential as productive, caring, and responsible citizens. 

Their vision is to provide a world-class club experiences that assures success is within reach of every young 

person who enters our doors, with all members on track to graduate from high school with a plan for the 

future, demonstrating good character and citizenship, and living a healthy lifestyle.  

2023 Project Proposal: Boys & Girls Club School Site Operations. 

Project Type: Education & Youth. 

Project Request: $ 50,000. 

Project Recommendation: $ 7,500. 

 

Applicant: Boys Baseball of Aurora. 

Agency Background: Boys Baseball of Aurora provides two sessions, summer and fall, of baseball for 

kids ages 5-14. Their summer sessions has teams at instructional, rookie, minor, and pony leagues. The fall 

session has teams at the rookie, minor, major, and pony leagues. 

2023 Project Proposal: 2024 Boys Baseball Summer and Fall Sessions. 

Project Type: Education & Youth. 

Project Request: $ 30,000. 

Project Recommendation: $ 2,500. 

 

Applicant: Boys Baseball of Aurora’s Aurora Starz. 

Agency Background: Boys Base Ball of Aurora’s Aurora Starz has provided a part-time travel program 

affiliated with the main league. These are usually the best players at each level we want to provide an 

opportunity to for additional practice, skill development, and games/tournaments to improve their skills. 

2023 Project Proposal: 2024 Boys Baseball of Aurora Starz Teams. 

Project Type: Education & Youth. 

Project Request: $ 10,000. 

Project Recommendation: $2,500. 

 

Applicant: Cities in Schools Aurora 2000, Inc. 

Agency Background: Cities In Schools Aurora 2000, Inc. (CISA) maintains collaborative projects with 

community leaders that engage families, youth, neighborhoods, social services agencies, and schools. CISA 

partners and collaborates with local partners to provide daytime and afterschool programs to children who 

are most in need. 

2023 Project Proposal: CISA Comprehensive Services Program. 

Project Type: Education & Youth. 

Project Request: $ 290,000. 

Project Recommendation: $ 290,000. 

 

Applicant: Collier Community Center. 

Agency Background: Collier Community Center provides services that will help low-income families in 

times of need. They also encourage parents to find work if they are able to help pay bills that will provide 

the things families need. 

2023 Project Proposal: Save Our Youth. 

Project Type: Community. 

Project Request: $ 25,000. 

Project Recommendation: $ 0. 



Applicant: Dominican Literacy Center 

Agency Background: Dominican Literacy Center help immigrants in the Aurora area with ESL classes 

and provides a citizenship program. 

2023 Project Proposal: DLC ESL tutoring and Citizenship Class. 

Project Type: Community. 

Project Request: $20,000. 

Project Recommendation: $10,000. 

 

Applicant: DuPage Senior Citizens Council. 

Agency Background: The DuPage Senior Citizens Council (DSCC)/Kane Senior Counsil (KSC) is a 

volunteer-driven organization committed to helping older people. They are an active and aggressive 

advocate for the independence and livelihood of older adults.  

2023 Project Proposal: Home Delivered Meals (Meals on Wheels), Community Dining, and Well-Being 

Checks. 

Project Type: Seniors. 

Project Request: $ 25,000. 

Project Recommendation: $ 25,000. 

 

Applicant: Echo Development Center. 

Agency Background: Echo Development Center’s mission is to ensure that no families are denied access 

to essential necessities for leading healthy lives, with a particular focus on assisting low-income and 

disadvantaged families. 

2023 Project Proposal: Senior Care Program & Youth Anti-Bullying Program. 

Project Type: Community. 

Project Request: $ 110,734.60 

Project Recommendation: $ 0. 

 

Applicant: Fox Valley Hands of Hope. 

Agency Background: Fox Valley Hands of Hope provides compassionate guidance and support to the 

grieving at no cost to clients. Their programs exist so they can spread awareness on grief and offer support 

to those suffering from loss, so they know that they are not alone and there are very attainable ways they 

can receive help. 

2023 Project Proposal: General Operating. 

Project Type: Mental Health. 

Project Request: $ 15,000. 

Project Recommendation: $ 10,000. 

 

Applicant: Fox Valley Music Foundation. 

Agency Background: Fox Valley Music Foundation’s mission is to preserve, protect and present the music 

of the Fox Valley area, while providing affordable entertainment and education to community members of 

all ages and from all walks of life. 

2023 Project Proposal: Student Master Class Jazz Workshop. 

Project Type: Community. 

Project Request: $ 12,000. 

Project Recommendation: $ 0. 

 

 



Applicant: Fox Valley Special Recreation Foundation. 

Agency Background: Fox Valley Special Recreation Foundation supports the ancillary programs and 

services for Fox Valley Special Recreation Association. Projects supported by the foundation go above and 

beyond the scope of services provides but are still essential to the quality of life of individuals with 

disabilities within the community. 

2023 Project Proposal: Soothe Space. 

Project Type: Community. 

Project Request: $ 6,000. 

Project Recommendation: $ 5,000. 

 

Applicant: Fox Valley United Way. 

Agency Background: The Fox Valley United Way is committed to ensuring that all families in the 

community have equitable access to opportunities and resources by investing in positive health, education 

and financial outcomes.  

2023 Project Proposal: United for ALICE Poverty Simulator. 

Project Type: Community. 

Project Request: $ 24,000. 

Project Recommendation: $ 0. 

 

Applicant: Fox Valley United Way-SPARK. 

Agency Background: The Fox Valley United Way is committed to ensuring that all families in the 

community have equitable access to opportunities and resources by investing in positive health, education 

and financial outcomes. 

2023 Project Proposal: Gateway to Early Childhood (EC) Programs. 

Project Type: Basic Needs. 

Project Request: $ 25,000. 

Project Recommendation: $25,000. 

 

Applicant: God’s Kingdom. 

Agency Background: God’s Kingdom look to achieve social change by identifying social issues such as 

poverty, inequality, discrimination, environmental degradation, and other concerning needs. They provide 

awareness, build alliance with like minded individuals, develop clear goals for change mobilize supporters.  

2023 Project Proposal: Creating New Leaders of Today. 

Project Type: Community. 

Project Request: $25,000. 

Project Recommendation: $ 0. 

 

Applicant: Hope for Tomorrow, Inc. 

Agency Background: Hope for Tomorrow, Inc. operates highly structured, clinically guided, substance-

free homes for men struggling with the disease of mental health and/or chronic substance use disorders. 

Their mission is to provide professionally, ethically, and compassionately evidence-based clinical and 

residential services that empower their clientele to transform their lives and permanently reintegrate into 

society as accountable, responsible, law-abiding, substance-free citizens in the community. 

2023 Project Proposal: Homeless Men’s & Veteran’s Recovery Home Programs (HMVRHP). 

Project Type: Community. 

Project Request: $30,000. 

Project Recommendation: $19,000. 



Applicant: Illinois Tejano Organization. 

Agency Background: Provide dances and annual fest to preserve Tejano music and culture, and raise funds 

for college scholarships and for donations to local social service community organizations. 

2023 Project Proposal: Illinois Tejano Fest. 

Project Type: Childcare/Youth. 

Project Request: $ 12,498. 

Project Recommendation: $ 0. 

 

Applicant: Imperfect Angels Organization 

Agency Background: Imperfect Angles Organization’s mission is to provide community programs to 

enhance the lives of youth experiencing hardship(s) who are experiencing a deflated perception of self-

purpose. They teach youth soft and life skills that will help accelerate their chances in any industry. 

2023 Project Proposal: Imperfect Angels of IL-FY2024 

Project Type: Education & Youth. 

Project Request: $ 20,000. 

Project Recommendation: $ 5,000. 

 

Applicant: Indian Prairie Educational Foundation 

Agency Background: In partnership with Indian Prairie School District 204, the Indian Prairie Educational 

Foundation enriches education for students by supporting their academic, artistic, emotional, and physical 

needs. We share a vision where students achieve success through out-of-the-box thinking, unique 

opportunities, and exposure to inspiring possibilities.  

2023 Project Proposal: Kid Essentials Fund. 

Project Type: Basic Needs. 

Project Request: $ 5,000. 

Project Recommendation: $ 5,000. 

 

Applicant: Lewis Simmons Foundation 

Agency Background:  

2023 Project Proposal: Building Strong Blocks Workforce Momentum Project. 

Project Type: Community. 

Project Request: $ 50,000. 

Project Recommendation: $ 10,000. 

 

Applicant: Loaves & Fishes Community Services. 

Agency Background: Loaves & Fishes Community Services’ mission to to provide healthy food and 

impactful programs to promote self-sufficiency. They believe to eliminate hunger they must address the 

root causes. They provide access to nutritious food and resources that help families overcome barriers that 

prevent them from living healthy, economically stable lives. 

2023 Project Proposal: Grocery Assistance Program. 

Project Type: Community. 

Project Request: $ 25,000. 

Project Recommendation: $ 24,000. 

 

 

 

 



 

Applicant: Marie Wilkinson Child Development Center. 

Agency Background: The Marie Wilkinson Child Development Center’s mission is to provide assistance 

in a diverse area of education and charitable provisions to families. They have serviced Aurora through 

early childcare, educational readiness, technological skill development, safe/healthy environment, 

before/after school programs, homework assistance and variety of family support.  

2023 Project Proposal: Marie Wilkinson Child Care & Youth Before & After School Care. 

Project Type: Education & Youth. 

Project Request: $ 25,000. 

Project Recommendation: $ 20,000. 

 

Applicant: Marie Wilkinson Food Pantry. 

Agency Background: The Marie Wilkinson Food Pantry (MWFP) offers residents access to food support, 

a community garden, and a wealth of partnerships to allow the provision of wrap-around services at three 

different sites. MWFP’s mission is to meet the hunger needs of individuals and families in Aurora, and 

surrounding communities by educating, empowering, and enlightening people to be self-sustainable. 

2023 Project Proposal: Reducing Food Insecurity and Improving Quality of Life. 

Project Type: Basic Needs. 

Project Request: $ 25,000. 

Project Recommendation: $ 25,000. 

 

Applicant: NAMI DuPage. 

Agency Background: NAMI DuPage is the county’s voice on mental health for peers, providing services 

to individuals and families. NAMI DuPage’s Community Education program teaches community and 

professional groups about mental illness and how to engage and help someone with mental illness. 

2023 Project Proposal: Mental Health Education for Youth. 

Project Type: Mental Health. 

Project Request: $ 25,000. 

Project Recommendation: $ 10,000. 

 

Applicant: Northern Illinois Food Bank. 

Agency Background: Northern Illinois Food Bank’s mission it to provide nutritious food and resources 

for our neighbors, with dignity, equity and convenience through partnerships and innovation with a vision 

of everyone in Northern Illinois having the food they need to thrive. 

2023 Project Proposal: Backpack Program. 

Project Type: Education & Youth. 

Project Request: $ 20,000. 

Project Recommendation: $ 20,000. 

 

Applicant: Northern Illinois Food Bank. 

Agency Background: Northern Illinois Food Bank’s mission it to provide nutritious food and resources 

for our neighbors, with dignity, equity and convenience through partnerships and innovation with a vision 

of everyone in Northern Illinois having the food they need to thrive. 

2023 Project Proposal: Senior Grocery Program. 

Project Type: Seniors. 

Project Request: $ 25,000. 

Project Recommendation: $ 25,000. 



Applicant: Northern Illinois Girl Scouts. 

Agency Background: The Northern Illinois Girl Scouts' mission is to build girls of courage, confidence, 

and character, who make the world a better place. The Girl Scout Leadership Experience is designed 

specifically for girls, and is based on three keys: discover, connect, and take action. 

2023 Project Proposal: Project Opportunity. 

Project Type: Education & Youth. 

Project Request: $ 49,332. 

Project Recommendation: $ 19,000. 

 

Applicant: Quad County Urban League, Inc. 

Agency Background: The Quad County Urban League’s mission and vision ensures civil rights for all 

people by eradicating barriers to equal participation in the economic and social mainstream. Their programs 

consistently help residents that other programs cannot or do not reach, including those with multiple barriers 

to employment and financial stability. 

2023 Project Proposal: Economic Empowerment Center. 

Project Type: Education & Youth. 

Project Request: $ 30,000. 

Project Recommendation: $ 15,000. 

 

Applicant: RITAS Ministry. 

Agency Background: RITAS Ministry helps with prisoner re-entry who are coming from the criminal 

justice system. They help individuals navigate complex issues of getting back on their feet after the affects 

of the crime/incarceration. 

2023 Project Proposal: Prisoner Re-entry and Family Support. 

Project Type: Community. 

Project Request: $ 25,000. 

Project Recommendation: $ 23,000. 

 

Applicant: Riverwalk Adult Day Services. 

Agency Background: Riverwalk Adult Day Services designs appropriate programing with varied and 

creative activities for adults that cannot be left at home alone safely. Although most of their participants are 

seniors, Riverwalk is the only adult center in the area that provides services for adults 18 and older that are 

navigating some form of cognitive challenge. 

2023 Project Proposal: Staff Salaries. 

Project Type: Seniors. 

Project Request: $ 15,000. 

Project Recommendation: $9,000. 

 

Applicant: Sanjeevani4U. 

Agency Background: Sanjeevani4U provides advocacy and support for anyone going through mental 

health or domestic issues in life. 

2023 Project Proposal: Rehabilitation of two persons from mental health and domestic issues. 

Project Type: Mental Health. 

Project Request: $ 5,000. 

Project Recommendation: $ 0. 

 

 



Applicant: Simply Destinee. 

Agency Background: Simply Destinee was founded with a clear mission of offering a safe space to talk 

about mental health. They teach students to work on wellness in SEEDS program. What began as an open 

dance program evolved into a comprehensive youth center catering to the needs of vulnerable and 

underserved youth in the community. 

2023 Project Proposal: SEEDS. 

Project Type: Education & Youth. 

Project Request: $ 75,000. 

Project Recommendation: $ 15,000. 

 

Applicant: The Judah Robinson Foundation, NFP. 

Agency Background: The Judah Robinson Foundation NFP offers individuals & group counseling to 

persons challenges by homelessness, housing insecurity, and severe, chronic mental illness. They also offer 

case management. 

2023 Project Proposal: Homeless Mental Health Intervention – The Virgina F. Dolan Lounge. 

Project Type: Mental Health. 

Project Request: $ 20,000. 

Project Recommendation: $ 10,000. 

 

Applicant: The START Program. 

Agency Background: The START Program offers mentoring, fitness and sports, violence prevention, 

peace circles, and workforce development. 

2023 Project Proposal: 3F Program. 

Project Type: Education & Youth. 

Project Request: $ 10,000. 

Project Recommendation: $ 2,500. 

 

Applicant: Three Fires Council, Inc. – Boy Scouts of America. 

Agency Background: The Boy Scouts of America is the nation’s foremost youth program of character 

development and values-based leadership training. Through world-class programs, scouting brings together 

youth of every race, religion, ethnic background, and economic status in programs that develop character, 

citizenship, and fitness. 

2023 Project Proposal: Character and Leadership Development Education for Aurora Youth. 

Project Type: Education & Youth. 

Project Request: $ 25,000. 

Project Recommendation: $ 10,000. 

 

Applicant: Waubonsee Community College. 

Agency Background: Waubonsee Community College prepares learners for success in the 21st century by 

raising student achievement through academic quality and technological innovation. They focus on 

personal, experiential learning to help students adapt to the changing needs of business. Industry, and 

society. They emphasize a culture of diversity and global understanding.  

2023 Project Proposal: Expanding Access: Empowering Aurora Adult Education Learners. 

Project Type: Education & Youth. 

Project Request: $ 25,000. 

Project Recommendation: $ 10,000. 

 



Applicant: Wayside Cross Ministries. 

Agency Background: Wayside Cross Urban Youth Ministries (UYM) has provided free after-school 

programs, which include academic enrichment and youth leader leadership development programming for 

under-resourced families with children in Aurora who have academic and behavioral struggles.  

2023 Project Proposal: UYM 2024 Academic Support and Youth Leadership Development Program 

Project Type: Education & Youth. 

Project Request: $ 50,000. 

Project Recommendation: $ 14,000. 

 

 

Applicant: Wheatland Athletics. 

Agency Background: The Wheatland Athletic Association’s (WAA) purpose is to provide athletic 

programs for families living in and around the Aurora area. WAA offers recreational and competitive 

programs in soccer, baseball, softball, basketball, flag football, and more, and travel programs in soccer, 

softball, baseball, and basketball. 

2023 Project Proposal: Fee Assistance and Scholarship Program for Aurora Residents. 

Project Type: Education & Youth. 

Project Request: $ 30,000. 

Project Recommendation: $ 10,000. 

 

Applicant: World Relief. 

Agency Background: World Relief Chicagoland is a refugee resettlement and immigrant services non-

profit organization. World Relief provides comprehensive services to immigrant families to support people 

of all ages, including early childhood support, academic tutoring, and after school clubs for youth. 

2023 Project Proposal: Refugee and Immigrant Youth Services. 

Project Type: Education & Youth. 

Project Request: $ 20,000. 

Project Recommendation: $ 15,500. 

 

Applicant: Xilin Association. 

Agency Background: Xilin Association is the largest Asian Community Senter in Illinois. The mission is 

to serve underserved seniors and families by providing diverse and comprehensive social services to 

empower seniors, youth, and new immigrants by breaking the language and culture barriers.  

2023 Project Proposal: Managing Aging Life. 

Project Type: Seniors. 

Project Request: $ 40,000. 

Project Recommendation: $ 19,000 

 

Applicant: YWCA Metropolitan Chicago. 

Agency Background: YWCA is a social enterprise dedicated to eliminating racism, empowering women, 

and promoting peace, justice, freedom, and dignity for all. YWCA provides services for sexual violence 

support and career, financial management, and business services to help women achieve financial stability 

and obtain training to enter nontraditional careers. 

2023 Project Proposal: Early Childhood Emergency Fund Project. 

Project Type: Basic Needs. 

Project Request: $50,000. 

Project Recommendation: $ 15,000. 


