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Sec. 27-135 Vehicular Nuisance. 1 

(a) Definitions. As used in this section, the following 2 

terms are defined as set forth herein: 3 

"Motor vehicle stunt" includes, but is not limited to, 4 

operating a vehicle in a manner that causes the vehicle to 5 

slide or spin, driving within the proximity of a gathering of 6 

persons, performing maneuvers to demonstrate the performance 7 

capability of the motor vehicle, or maneuvering the vehicle 8 

in an attempt to elicit a reaction from a gathering of persons. 9 

    "Street racing" means: 10 

        (1) The operation of two or more vehicles from a point 11 

side by side at accelerating speeds in a competitive attempt 12 

to outdistance each other; or 13 

        (2) The operation of one or more vehicles over a 14 

common selected course, each starting at the same point, for 15 

the purpose of comparing the relative speeds or power of 16 

acceleration of such vehicle or vehicles within a certain 17 

distance or time limit; or 18 

        (3) The use of one or more vehicles in an attempt to 19 

outgain or outdistance another vehicle; or 20 

        (4) The use of one or more vehicles to prevent 21 

another vehicle from passing; or 22 

        (5) The use of one or more vehicles to arrive at a 23 

given destination ahead of another vehicle or vehicles; or 24 
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        (6) The use of one or more vehicles to test the 1 

physical stamina or endurance of drivers over long-distance 2 

driving routes. 3 

    "Street sideshow" means an event in which one or more 4 

vehicles block or impede traffic on a street or highway, for 5 

the purpose of performing unauthorized motor vehicle stunts, 6 

motor vehicle speed contests, or motor vehicle exhibitions of 7 

speed. 8 

 “Unlawful vehicle rally” means a gathering of ten or 9 

more persons and four or more vehicles between the hours of 10 

9:00 PM and 4:00 AM in publicly or privately owned parking 11 

areas or driveways, which provokes a breach of the peace.  12 

 “Unlawful vehicle caravan” means three or more vehicles 13 

traveling together on public roadways in a coordinated manner, 14 

which intentionally or recklessly disrupts the normal flow of 15 

traffic, violates traffic laws, or poses a threat to public 16 

safety. Unlawful vehicle caravans do not include funeral 17 

processions, permitted parades, or official motorcades.  18 

(b) Nuisance vehicles. Any vehicle used to perform motor 19 

vehicle stunts, or participate in street racing, a streetside show, 20 

an unlawful vehicle rally, or an unlawful vehicle caravan is 21 

declared a public nuisance. 22 

(c) It is unlawful for any person to permit a vehicle to be 23 

used to perform motor vehicle stunts, or participate in street 24 
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racing, a streetside show, an unlawful vehicle rally, or an 1 

unlawful vehicle caravan.  2 

(d) Whenever a police officer has probable cause to believe 3 

that a motor vehicle is a nuisance motor vehicle, the officer may 4 

issue a citation therefore to the registered owner of such vehicle 5 

or serve a citation upon the person operating such vehicle.  6 

(e) Whenever a police officer issues a citation to the 7 

registered owner of a vehicle alleged to be a nuisance vehicle, 8 

the citation shall conform to the requirements of Section 3-105 of 9 

this code and set forth the factual the basis for such allegation, 10 

including the dates and time the vehicle was observed performing 11 

motor vehicle stunts, or participating in street racing, a 12 

streetside show, an unlawful vehicle rally, or an unlawful vehicle 13 

caravan and a description of said vehicle. The registered owner of 14 

the vehicle shall be established by the Police Department's vehicle 15 

registration inquiry with the Illinois Secretary of State. 16 

(f) Penalties. The owner or operator of any nuisance vehicle 17 

shall be fined one thousand dollars the first time such vehicle is 18 

determined to be a nuisance vehicle. The owner or operator of a 19 

vehicle previously declared to be a nuisance vehicle shall be fined 20 

in an amount not less than two thousand five hundred dollars. Fine 21 

shall be waived upon verifiable proof that the nuisance vehicle 22 

was stolen at the time of the offense. Registered owner may submit 23 

proof that a report to that effect was filed with law enforcement 24 
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agency in a timely manner. The fine imposed above may be 1 

transferred by the Police Department from the registered owner of 2 

the vehicle to the driver or operator of the vehicle at the time 3 

of the offense, if the registered owner produces to the Police 4 

Department an affidavit attesting to the same, signed, and under 5 

penalties of perjury and notarized by both the registered owner 6 

and the driver or operator. Said affidavit must be served to the 7 

Police Department within thirty (30) days of the imposition of the 8 

fine.  9 

(g) Seizure and Impoundment. Any vehicle used in the 10 

commission or furtherance of a violation of this section is subject 11 

to seizure and impoundment in accordance with sec. 29-48(b)(20).  12 


